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You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 

To  Take  Advantage  Of  This 

Golden  Opportunity. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 

You  can  still  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
interest  rate,  protect  your- 
self from  rate  increases  and 
lower  your  monthly  note 
as  much  as  50%.  Or,  leave 
your  repayment  terms 
intact,  pay  your  loan  off 
early  and  pocket  the  inter- 
est savings.  With  no  closing  fees, 
credit  checks  or  income  verification 
required,  all  you  need  to  qualify  for 
ESF's  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  is 
one  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 
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EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-College 
Company." 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
USM  Alumni,  ESF  offers  money- 
saving  borrower  benefits  to  those 
who  qualify: 

•  a  1.25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  36  consecu- 
tive on-time  payments; 

•  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  having  your 
monthly  loan  payment 
automatically    deducted 

from  a  bank  account.  You  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033.  To  learn  more 
about  the  advantages  of  consolidat- 
ing through  ESF,  or  to  apply,  visit  us  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


©  2003-2006  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  *Benefits  available  to  alumni  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  have  an  outstanding  combined  student  loan  debt  of  $10,000  or  more 
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2007  CLASS  OF  THE  ALUMNI  HALL  OF  FAME  / 
HOMECOMING  AWARD  WINNERS 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court,  a  Pulitzer  Pnze- 
winning  publisher  and  one  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
most  prominent  benefactors  were  among  seven  Southern  Miss  graduates 
inducted  into  the  institutions  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  on  Oct.  13. 

THE  ASSOCIATION'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  second  time,  the  fall  edition  of  The  Talon  includes  a  special  sec- 
tion dedicated  to  the  Association's  Annual  Report.  The  report  provides 
information  about  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  the  role  of  alumni  in 
the  University's  presidential  transition,  as  well  as  other  key  initiatives. 

PRESIDENTIAL  TRANSITION 

The  University  will  undergo  a  critical  change  in  2007.  as  Dr.  Shelby 
Thames  has  announced  his  retirement  from  the  institution's  top  post, 
and  Southern  Miss'  ninth  president  will  be  named.  In  our  cover  story, 
learn  the  role  the  Alumni  Association  is  filling  in  the  process,  the  results 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Connections  alumni  survey  and  more  about  how  the 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Board  of  Trustees  plans  to  name  the  next 
president. 

MILLIONAIRE  MENTOR 

Southern  Miss  alumnus  Al  Herron,  who  grew  up  the  son  of  a  fanner  in 
Prentiss,  decided  as  a  young  man  he  would  embark  on  a  ditterent  career 
path.  Today,  he  is  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  Century  21 
Galloway-Herron  in  Dallas,  Texas,  and  an  author. 

BUILDING  A  NUCLEUS 

It  is  year  three  ol  the  Larry  Eustachy  era  of  Southern  Miss  basketball, 
and  the  former  national  coach  of  the  year  feels  that  he  finally  has  a  solid 
nucleus  around  which  he  can  build  a  winning  program. 


FRONT  COVER:      The  presidential  mace  leads  commencement  ceremonies  with  tra.^ : 

2007  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Board  of  Trustees  will  name  the 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69.  '80 
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make  a  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
University  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and 
helps  fund  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern 
Miss  community. 


"my  wife,  vlcki  '69,  and  i  have 
continued  our  association  with 
Southern  Miss  since  graduation, 
not  out  of  any  sense  of  obligation 
or  attempt  to  give  back  to  our  alma 
mater,  but  because  we  truly  enjoy 
the  relationship.  we  have  met  and 
continue  to  meet  so  many  wonder- 
ful people.  we  enjoy  being  back 
on  campus.  we  enjoy  the  trips.  i 
still  get  butterflies  on  football  game  day  and  goose 
bumps  when  i  hear  the  pride  play  "amazing  grace."  we 
feel  proud  watching  the  university  grow  in  stature, 
facilities  and  enrollment.  we  feel  blessed  to  be  a 
small  part  of  the  extended  family  that  is  southern 
Miss.  We  do  it  because  it's  fun." 

Wayne  Adkison  '69 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601.266.5013. 


HOME 


For  Southern  Miss  to  continue  its  upward  momentum,  it  is  imperative  that  we  select  the  best  person  to  lead  our 
alma  mater.  The  most  important  responsibility  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
(IHL)  is  the  selection  of  the  institutional  executive  officers  to  lead  our  public  universities.  I  believe  the  search 
process  adopted  by  the  IHL  Board  will  deliver  an  outstanding  candidate  pool  and  the  most  qualified  person  to 
serve  as  president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  The  process  is  a  proven  national  model,  one  that  will 
attract  the  attention  of  the  highest-caliber  professionals  in  higher  education. 

The  search  process  for  the  next  president  of  Southern  Miss  will  be  transparent.  The  names  of  the  applicants 
are  the  only  part  of  the  process  that  will  not  be  made  public.  In  addition,  the  Southern  Miss  Search  Advisory 
Committee,  made  up  of  representatives  from  areas  including  faculty,  staff,  students,  alumni,  etc.,  will  be  privy  to 
information  on  all  applicants.  Similar  searches  have  revealed  that  administrators  from  top  universities  who  are 
already  very  successful  more  readily  become  candidates  in  searches  where  their  names  are  not  made  public.  When 
it  becomes  public  knowledge  that  presidents  are  looking  for  "new  opportunities,"  their  current  jobs,  legislative 
funding,  and  private  contributions  to  their  current  institutions  can  all  be  compromised. 


Additionally,  the  search  process  we  are  using  at  Southern  Miss  is  not  unique  to  our  state.  It  emulates  portions 
of  similar  searches  at  a  number  of  universities,  including  Washington  State  University,  The  George  Washington 
University,  Rice  University,  the  University  of  Texas-Austin,  Ball  State  University,  Brown  University,  the  University 
of  Cincinnati,  and  the  University  of  Louisville,  to  name  a  few. 

I  have  briefly  outlined  the  Boards  search  process  below.  For  more  information,  including  the  most  up-to-date 
news  on  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss'  presidential  search,  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/ptt  or  www.ihl. 
state.  ms.us/ieo_search. 

•  The  profile  for  the  next  president  of  Southern  Miss  was  written  after  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Search  Committee,  the  Search  Advisory  Committee  and  IHL  Commissioner  Tom  Meredith  met  on  campus 
all  day  on  November  9  with  Southern  Miss  constituency  groups  (students,  staff,  faculty,  alumni,  etc.). 

•  The  members  of  the  Search  Advisory  Committee  will  review  candidate  applications  with  the  search  con- 
sultant hired  by  the  IHL  Board  to  assist  with  the  process. 

•  The  Search  Advisory  Committee  will  recommend  names  to  the  IHL  Board  for  interviews.  The  Board  will 
invite  representatives  from  the  Search  Advisory  Committee  to  participate  in  the  interview  process.  The 
Board  appreciates  and  relies  on  the  opinions  of  the  Search  Advisory  Committee  members. 

•  Based  on  the  decision  of  the  Board,  the  preferred  candidate  will  be  invited  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  for 
a  day-long,  open  interview.  Those  participating  in  the  open  interview  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
provide  the  Board  their  personal  feedback  on  the  preferred  candidate. 

•  The  IHL  Board  will  have  two  press  releases  ready:  one  that  announces  the  preferred  candidate  as  the 
president  of  Southern  Miss,  and  a  second  that  reads  "the  search  continues."  At  the  end  of  the  day,  based 
on  all  the  information  provided  to  the  Board,  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  either  announce  the  ninth  presi- 
dent of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  or  that  the  search  will  continue. 

The  search  process  implemented  by  the  Board  is  the  right  process  for  our  University,  our  students,  our  faculty 
and  staff,  our  alumni,  our  friends,  our  citizens,  and  for  higher  education  in  the  state  of  Mississippi.  The  search 
process  is  transparent;  it  encourages  a  high-quality  candidate  pool,  and  will  result  in  an  outstanding  president. 

As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning,  Chair  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Board  Search  Committee,  and  a  1978  graduate  of  USM,  I  am  personally  committed  to  making 
sure  that  the  best  individual  is  named  president. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


firpTt^xrt-—' 


Robin  Robinson  78 

IHL  Board  Search  Committee  Chair 
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NEWS 


Kennedy  Jr.  Speaks  at  University  Forum 


■  Unchecked  illegal  pollu- 
tion has  turned  Amenca's 
environment  into  a  "science 
fiction  nightmare,"  where 
the  simple  act  of  eating  fish 
caught  from  a  nearby  stream 
or  lake  could  result  in  mer- 
cury poisoning,  said  Robert 
Kennedy  Jr.  dunng  the  fall 
2006  University  Forum. 

In       his       presentation 
at     Bennett     Auditorium, 

„  ,  ...     ,   ,  ,,     ,  „  „„, ,  „  .       ._    titled   "Our   Environmental 

A  large  crowd  attended  the  fall  2006  University 

Forum  at  Bennett  Auditorium,  which  featured  re-  Destiny,"        Kennedy,        a 

nowned  environmental  activist  Robert  Kennedy  Jr.    renowned      environmental 

activist  and  author,  said  the  damage  is  a  result  of  corporate  influence  on 
lawmakers  designed  to  undermine  enforcement  of  environmental  regula- 
tions for  the  sake  of  higher  profit  margins.  This  has  led  to  contamination  of 
air,  drinking  water  and  fisheries,  and  as  examples,  he  cited  dangerous  levels 
of  mercury  in  fish  and  record  numbers  of  fatal  asthma  cases  in  the  U.S. 

"(Asthma)  kills  18,000  people  a  year  (in  the  U.S.),"  Kennedy  said. 
"This  should  be  the  front  page  headline  of  every  newspaper." 

A  contributor  of  these  pollutants,  he  said,  are  approximately 
1,100  coal  burning  power  plants  in  the  United  States  which  have 


in 

III            i  i 

refused  to  follow  environmental  regulations  limiting  pollution  out- 
put. Companies  that  operate  these  plants,  he  said,  have  contributed 
millions  of  dollars  in  campaign  contributions  to  elected  officials  in 
exchange  for  an  easing  or  dropping  of  enforcement  of  such  regula- 
tions in  order  to  maintain  or  increase  profits. 

In  some  instances,  Kennedy  said,  this  influence  has  allowed  those 
affiliated  with  these  polluting  industries  to  have  a  hand  in  re-writing 
environmental  law  for  their  benefit.  Others  have  even  been  appointed 
to  run  the  very  agencies  whose  regulations  they  opposed. 

Saving  the  environment  is  crucial  not  only  for  our  physical  health, 
but  also  to  preserve  the  fabric  of  American  society,  Kennedy  said, 
because  of  nature's  indelible  links  to  our  history  and  culture.  "It's 
not  so  much  for  the  fishes  and  birds,  but  for  our  own  sake,"  he  said. 
"When  we  destroy  nature,  we  diminish  ourselves." 

Kennedy  has  been  actively  involved  in  environmental  issues  across 
the  globe  for  more  than  20  years.  He  is  credited  with  leading  the  fight  to 
protect  New  York  City's  water  supply,  and  the  New  York  City  watershed 
agreement ,  which  he  negotiated  on  behalf  of  environmentalists  and  New 
York  City  watershed  consumers,  is  considered  an  international  model 
in  stakeholder  consensus  negotiations  and  sustainable  development. 
He  was  named  one  of  Time  magazine's  "Heroes  for  the  Planet"  for 
assisting  Riverkeeper  in  its  effort  to  restore  the  Hudson  River.  That 
project  led  to  the  creation  of  more  than  125  Waterkeeper  organiza- 
tions around  the  world. 
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MAGNOLIA 
RAVEL  AGENCY 


BUSINESS  TRAVEL 


•  Corporate  Hotel  &  Car  Programs 

•  Convention  &  Event  Planning 

•  Email  &  Fax  Confirmation  System 


VACATION  TRAVEL 


•  Disney  &  Orlando  Packages 

•  Group  Travel  Specialists 

•  Discount  International  Airline  Tickets 

•  Honeymoon  &  Bridal  Packages 


International 
Airlines 
Travel  j 
Agent     %&& 
Network  ^S^ 


PAT  ALONZO   -   PAM  WATTS   -   CARLA  BOLEWARE 
3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  5  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

264-6691 

www.magnoliatravelagency.com 

Toll  Free  1-800-718-8817 
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THE  TALON 


CAMPUS 


University  Dedicates  Thad  Cochran  Center 


Endowment  Honors  Professor 
Gene  Wiggins 


U.S.  Sen.  Thad  Cochran  talks  with  Mississippi  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant,  right,  and  Hattiesburg 
architect  Larry  Albert,  center,  following  the  formal  dedication  of  the  Thad  Cochran  Center. 

■  The  culmination  of  more  than  14  years  of  planning  and  three  years  of  construction  of 
the  Thad  Cochran  Center  came  Oct.  28  when  the  facility  was  formally  dedicated  with  its 
namesake  on  hand  for  the  ceremony 

The  $34  million  project  is  a  237,000-square-foot  expansion  of  the  University's  exist- 
ing R.C.  Cook  Student  Union  and  includes  a  new  dining  area  known  as  the  Fresh  Food 
Company  conference  rooms,  the  new  Barnes  &  Noble  Bookstore  and  a  ballroom  where 
the  dedication  ceremony  was  held.  The  Center  officially  opened  this  past  summer. 

U.S  Sen.  Thad  Cochran,  who  has  served  Mississippi  in  the  U.S.  Senate  since  1978, 
expressed  his  appreciation  for  the  dedication  of  the  building  in  his  name,  and  for  the 
friendships  and  associations  he  said  he  has  made  over  the  years  through  Southern  Miss. 

"I'm  really  proud  and  honored,  and  deeply  grateful,  for  this  recognition  that  you  have 
bestowed  upon  me,"  Cochran  said. 
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phone  601-758-4499  toll  free  1-866-418-0320 

www.artwithflair.com 


Sumrall  Framing  &  Printing,  located  in 
Sumrall,  Mississippi,  along  with  its 
marketing  arm,  Art  with  Flair  has  the 
experience  and  expertise  to  handle  your 
framing  and  fine  art  printing. 

Watch  for  our  second  location  at  Newpointe 
Shopping  Center  on  Hwy  98  West. 


The  University  launched  a 
fundraiser  in  the  name  of  long- 
time journalism  professor  Dr. 
Robert  Gene  Wiggins  at  an 
evening  roast  Nov.  17  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club. 

The  Dr.  Robert  Gene  Wig- 
gins Endowment  for  the 
School  of  Mass  Communi- 
cation and  Journalism  will 
support  undergraduate  schol- 
Dr.  Robert  Gene  Wiggins  arships  and  graduate  fellow- 
ships for  students  pursuing  degrees  in  the  school. 

"This  is  a  fitting  way  to  recognize  Dr.  Wiggins' 
long  and  distinguished  efforts,"  said  Chns  Campbell, 
director  of  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism.  "He  has  had  a  major  impact  on  thousands 
of  students  who  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss 
and  gone  on  to  successful  careers.  It  would  be  hard  to 
find  anybody  in  higher  education  who  has  had  such  a 
positive  influence  on  the  lives  of  so  many  people." 

"I'm  tremendously  flattered,"  Wiggins  said.  "I 
haven't  looked  at  myself  as  someone  deserving  of 
this  honor,  but  certainly  appreciate  the  efforts  of 
everyone  here  to  put  this  together. 

"It's  certainly  a  worthwhile  effort,  not  because  it  has  my 
name  on  it  but  because  it  will  help  students  in  our  gradu- 
ate program  and  help  the  school." 

A  native  of  Forest,  Wiggins  has  taught  at  Southern 
Miss  for  33  years.  He  served  as  director  of  the  School 
of  Communication  from  1981  to  2001.  He  is  current- 
ly coordinator  of  the  graduate  program  in  the  School 
of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism.  When  the 
School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism  initi- 
ated its  Hall  of  Fame  in  2006,  Wiggins  was  one  of  the 
first  two  inductees,  along  with  Southern  Miss  alumna 
Kathleen  Koch,  a  correspondent  for  CNN. 

Kurt  Brautigam,  who  earned  bachelor's  and  masters 
degrees  from  Southern  Miss  and  is  currently  distin- 
guished visiting  lecturer  in  public  relations,  is  spearhead- 
ing alumni  support  for  the  endowment.  "I'm  sure  many 
of  us  who  have  been  through  the  program  here  can  say 
we  were  greatly  helped  by  Dr.  Wiggins."  said  Brautigam. 
"His  dedication,  caring  and  leadership  have  helped  create 
an  atmosphere  where  students  can  rise  to  die  highest 
levels  of  success  in  their  fields.  I  hope  we  will  have  a  great 
response  to  dris  fundraising  effort  in  Ins  honor." 

Wiggins  earned  both  his  bachelor's  and  master's 
degrees  from  Southern  h  liss.  After  completing  his  Ph.D. 
from  Southern  Illinois  University,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  USM  faculty  in  1973,  teaching  courses  in  journalism. 
media  law  and  public  relations. 

Information  about  tire  endowment  is  available  by  call- 
ing 601.266.419(1  or  visiting  the  schcvl's  Web  site:  www. 
usm.edu/mcj/. 
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Pioneer  Program  Celebrates  30th  Year 

Thirty  years  ago,  retired  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  criminal  jus- 
tice professor  Dr.  Bill  Taylor  took  a  group  of  his  students  to  London,  where 
Taylor  received  his  doctorate  from  the  London  School  of  Economics. 

Taylor  and  then  Southern  Miss  President  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  believed 
that  students  would  benefit  from  studying  abroad,  gaining  important 
new  insights  not  only  academically,  but  culturally  and  socially  from 
meeting  and  interacting  with  people  from  other  countries. 

Today,  with  the  foresight  of  Lucas  and  Taylor,  the  British  Studies  pro- 
gram celebrates  three  decades  of  enriching  the  lives  of  students  and  faculty 
who  participate  in  the  program,  and  now  offers  more  innovative  program- 
ming that  gives  students  the  opportunity  to  leam  and  think  globally 

"I  remember  Dr.  Lucas  called  me  to  his  office  to  ask  me  about  my 
experience  studying  in  London,  and  as  we  talked  we  both  agreed  that 
the  kinds  of  experiences  I  had  to  leam  and  grow  both  as  a  student  and  as 
a  person  would  greatly  benefit  students  at  the  University,"  Taylor  said. 

Through  British  Studies,  students  travel  every  year  to  London  and  other 
parts  of  Great  Britain  to  leam  from  top  British  lecturers  and  experts  in  one 
of  the  world's  great  international  cities,  studying  such  topics  as  history 
literature,  law,  economics,  journalism  and  business,  among  many  others. 

"We  were  fortunate  to  have  Dr.  Taylor,  a  native  Mississippian  and 
a  graduate  of  the  London  School  of  Economics,  to  launch  our  British 
Studies  Program,"  Lucas  said.  "Over  these  past  30  years,  the  program 
has  literally  opened  the  world  to  many  students,  faculty  and  staff.  I 
visited  the  program  several  times  and  was  impressed  with  the  teaching 
provided  by  British  scholars  and  the  opportunities  for  our  students  to 
see  firsthand  the  British  life  and  culture  which  they  were  studying." 

In  the  last  30  years,  approximately  7,500  students  have  partici- 
pated in  the  British  Studies  program,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
study  abroad  programs  of  its  kind  operated  by  a  United  States  uni- 
versity in  London.  In  recent  years,  between  150-200  students  have 
taken  part  in  the  program  annually. 

Eye,  Mind-opening  Experiences 

Many  of  the  students  who  participated  had  never  left  their  home  state. 
Others,  because  they  came  from  economically-challenged  backgrounds, 
had  little  opportunity  for  travel  of  any  kind,  much  less  overseas. 

Studying  and  traveling  abroad  and  learning  from  scholars  in  other 
countries,  and  especially  in  an  international  city  like  London,  exposed 
these  students  to  a  broader  world  of  knowledge,  Taylor  said. 


Southern  Miss  students  Caroline  Shull  '06  of  Natchez,  Megan  Watts  of  Gulfport  and 
Kelly  Hollingsworth  '06  of  Magee  visit  London  during  their  participation  in  the  British 
Studies  program,  which  is  celebrating  its  30th  anniversary  this  year. 

For  many,  the  experience  was  an  educational  enlightenment  that 
was  "not  unlike  the  parting  of  the  Red  Sea,"  Taylor  said. 

"When  you  hear  something  in  a  college  classroom,  the  human  mind 
is  such  that  you  interpret  it  in  the  context  of  what  you  know,"  Taylor 
said.  "After  you  encounter  different  kinds  of  people  who  look  different, 
think  different  and  have  different  responses  in  varying  situations,  and 
then  when  you  turn  around  and  leam  new  ideas  in  the  classroom,  you 
interpret  them  much  more  broadly  than  if  you  had  never  traveled." 

Program  Bolsters  Faculty  Research,  Careers 

Southern  Miss  students  have  not  been  the  only  ones  to  benefit 
from  British  Studies.  Faculty  who  participate  in  the  program  have 
greatly  benefited  from  the  primary  research  they  have  conducted 
and  the  contacts  they  have  made  with  noted  British  scholars  and 
business  and  government  leaders  in  the  country,  Taylor  said. 

"The  opportunity  to  professionally  develop  our  faculty  has  been 
enormous,  and  the  contacts  they  have  made  are  invaluable  and 
have  meant  so  much  to  this  university,"  Taylor  said. 

One  of  the  best  examples  of  the  program's  positive  influence  on  both  a 
student  and  a  faculty  member,  Taylor  said,  is  Southern  Miss  history  pro- 
fessor Andrew  Wiest,  who  accompanied  Taylor  one  year  to  London.  The 
experience  and  opportunity  to  leam  about  the 
history  of  Great  Britain  and  its  impact  on  world 
affairs  inspired  Wiest's  research  in  military  his- 
tory, and  today  he  is  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Miss  faculty  and  now  leads  students  overseas  in 
the  same  program  he  participated  in. 

"Studying  abroad  in  London  was  definitely 
a  turning  point  in  my  life,"  Wiest  said.  "I  owe 
so  much  to  Bill  Taylor  and  to  Dr.  Lucas  for  tak- 
ing the  initiative  to  make  this  program  a  real- 
ity. The  opportunity  for  scholarship,  to  leam 
about  other  people,  places  and  cultures  and 
how  those  things  impact  the  world  we  live  and 
work  in  helped  in  my  development  as  a  per- 
son and  as  an  educator,  and  I've  seen  it  have 
the  same  positive  impact  on  my  students." 
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Marching  Band  Well  Received  by  Packer  Fans 

■  "Awesome"  was  the  buzzword  of  the  day  for  band  members  and 
directors  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  traveled 
to  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  to  perform  for  fans  attending  the  Green  Bay 
Packers  game  against  the  St.  Louis  Rams  in  October. 

The  245-member  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band,  including 
the  renowned  Dixie  Darlings  dance  team,  were  invited  by  the  Green 
Bay  Packers  organization  for  the  game.  The  band  is  directed  by  Mr. 
Jamie  Standland  and  Dr.  Reginald  Houze. 

Standland,  who  worked  behind  the  scenes  for  several  weeks  to  make 
the  trip  happen,  said  the  experience  will  be  forever  etched  in  the  minds 
of  the  students  and  staff.  "The  Packers  organization  made  sure  every- 
thing was  a  first-class  experience  for  The  Pride — and  it  was,"  he  said. 

"The  band  was  welcomed  in  a  way  that  far  exceeded  our  wildest 
dreams,"  Houze  said.   "They  [the  fans]  ate  up  every  minute  of  it." 

Sunday's  schedule  for  the  band  began  at  2:40  a.m.,  loading  five  busses 
at  Pride  Field  on  the  University's  Hattiesburg  campus  for  a  3  a.m.  depar- 
ture to  the  Gulfport-Biloxi  International  Airport,  where  they  boarded  a 
chartered  jet,  courtesy  of  the  Green  Bay  Packers  organization,  at  6  a.m. 

Arriving  at  Green  Bay,  it  was  off  to  Brett  Favre's  Steakhouse  restau- 
rant, near  the  stadium,  for  breakfast.  Deanna  Favre,  a  Southern  Miss 
alumna  and  wife  of  the  Green  Bay  Packers  quarterback  and  former 
Golden  Eagle  football  star  Brett  Favre,  met  the  band  and  offered  her 
greetings  from  both  her  and  Brett. 

From  the  restaurant,  the  band  paraded  in  full  regalia  through  the 
masses  of  fans  already  gathered  around  the  stadium  for  the  noon  kick- 
off.  The  Pride  assembled  on  the  field  for  pre-game  and  performed  the 
national  anthem,  directed  by  Dr.  Thomas  Fraschillo,  director  of  bands 
at  Southern  Miss.  After  a  complimentary  tailgatmg  lunch  during  the 
first  and  second  quarters,  they  again  returned  to  the  field  to  perform 
at  halftime.  During  the  second  half  of  the  game,  two  small  pep  bands 
were  formed  and  sent  in  opposite  directions  around  the  stadium  to 
play.  After  giving  the  traditional  fifth  quarter  concert  on  the  field,  the 
students  were  treated  to  more  Green  Bay  warmth. 

"After  the  game,  a  group  of  us  walked  from  the  busses  back  to 
the  stadium  to  buy  some  souvenirs,"  said  senior  Lesley  Williams  of 
Pensacola,  Fla.  "All  of  their  fans  crowded  around  us  and  cheered  as 
we  walked  by.  So  many  of  them  offered  us  food  and  insisted  that 
we  come  back  next  year." 


Members  of  the  Dixie  Darlings  dance  squad  stand  at  attention  prior  to  the  national  anthem. 

Spending  an  hour  and  a  half  going  through  security  at  the  Green 
Bay  airport,  The  Pride  boarded  the  charter  jet  and  arrived  in 
Hattiesburg  before  midnight. 

During  its  86-year  history,  the  band  has  participated  in  events 
across  the  southeast  United  States  and  around  the  world  including 
Ireland  and  Scotland  most  recently. 


Attention  Alums 
Age  50  And  Older 


GIVE  THE  GIFT  OF  LEARNING  THIS  CHRISTMAS 

AND  RECONNECT  WITH  SOUTHERN  MISS  AND  OTHER 

ALUMS  THROUGH  A  SPECIAL  SIX  MONTH  MEMBERSHIP 

IN  USM'S  OSHER  LIFELONG  LEARNING  INSTITUTE. 

ENROLL  IN  OVER  40  SHORT  CLASSES  AND  SEMINARS 
WITH  NO  HOMEWORK  AND  NO  EXAMS! 

THIS  IS  LEARNING  JUST  FOR  THE  FUN  OF  IT 

TWO  HOURS  A  WEEK,  FOR  FIVE  WEEKS.  ONE 

TIME  SEMINARS,  MONTHLY  LUNCHEON  LECTURES 

AND  FUN  FIELD  TRIPS  ARE  AVAILABLE  AS  WELL.  USM 

DISCOUNTS/BENEFITS  INCLUDED  WITH  MEMBERSHIP. 


SPECIAL  HALF  YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
INCLUDING  ONE  CLASS:    $50 

CALL  601.266.5130  TO 

SEND  A  GIFT  CARD  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

YOUR  VISA  OR  MASTERCARD  CAN 
USED  FOR  PAYMENT 


BE    A 


Green  Bay  Packer  football  fans  show  off  a  bumper  sticker  they  received  at  Lambeau  Field  L 

in  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  during  the  Packers'  game  against  the  St.  Louis  Rams  in  October. 


THIS  OFFER  GOOD  JANUARY-JUNE  2007 
http://www.usm.edu/ncpc/olli 
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SOUmERNMiSS.NET 


show  off  your  black  &  gold 

with  a  little  help  from  the  orange  and  blue 

>  southernmiss.net  dial-up  internet 

super  fast  dial-up  internet  at  a  low  monthly  rate, 
local  dial-up  numbers  throughout  Mississippi 

>  southernmiss.net  e-mail  account 

yourname@southernmiss.net  e-mail  account, 
regardless  of  your  internet  provider 

>  EagleVolP  phone  service 

call  ANYONE.  AHVWWK.  JWYIRSE.  for  less  than  $25  per  month 
includes  premium  calling  features  -  voicemail,  call  forwarding,  caller  ID, 
sim  ring,  and  more  -  at  no  extra  charge 

sign  up  at  www.southernmiss.net 


McgaGate"  ^Vt 

broadband 


MegaGate  Broadband  is  the  phone  and  internet 
provider  of  choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni. 

1 .86.  MEGAGATE  •  www.megagate.com 


EVENTS 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  u 
usm.edu,  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless 
otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


4  Symphonic  Winds  Concert  • 
Bennett  Auditorium  •  Free  admis- 
sion •  7:30  p.m. 

5  Symphony  Orchestra 
presents  Holiday  Choral 
Spectacular  •  Main 
Street  Baptist  Church 

•  Call  601.266.5418  or  800.844.8425 
for  tickets  •  7:30  p.m. 

5-15  Museum  of  Art  presents  Annual 
Senior  Show  •  Museum  of  Art  • 
Free  admission  •  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

6  Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Southern-New  Orleans  •  7  p.m. 

7  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Arkansas 
-  Little  Rock  •  7  p.m. 

Wind  Ensemble  Concert  with  Tetraktis 
Percussion  •  Bennett  Auditorium  • 
Free  admission  •  7:30  p.m. 

8  Chamber  Orchestra  Concert  • 
Bennett  Auditorium  •  Free  admis- 
sion •  7:30  p.m. 


10  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Mississippi 

State  •  2  p.m. 

15  Commencement  •  Reed  Green 
Coliseum  •  2:30  p.m.  and  6:30  p.m. 

16  Percussion  Studio  presents  Rhythms 
of  Christmas  •  Mannoni  Performing 
Arts  Center  •  Call  601.266.5418  or 
800.844.8425  for  tickets  •  7:30  p.m. 

19  Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Reinhardt  College  •  7  p.m. 

20  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Centenary 
•  7  p.m. 

28  Lady        Eagle 

Basketball    vs. 
Houston  •  4:30  p.m. 

Golden     Eagle     Basketball     vs. 
McNeese  State  •  7:30  p.m. 

31  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  UCF  •  2 

p.m. 


Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Auburn 
•  6  p.m. 


12  Lady  Eagle  Basketball 
vs.  Memphis  •  7  p.m. 

13  Golden  Eagle 
Basketball  vs.  Memphis  •  7  p.m. 

14  Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  UAB  •  2 
p.m. 

18  The  War  and  Society  Roundtable  fea- 

turing Alexander  B.  Rossino's  book 
"Hitler  Strikes  Poland:  Blitzkrieg, 
Ideology,  and  Atrocity"  •  Moderated 
by  Visiting  Instructor  of  History  Jason 
Dawsey.  •  Library  of  Hattiesburg, 
Petal  and  Forrest  County  •  Free 
admission  •  7  p.m. 

24  Trent   Lott   Center   Entrepreneurial 

Lecture  Series  •  Joe  DiSimone  will 
present  a  seminar  as  part  of  the 
Trent  Lott  Center  Entrepreneurial 
Lecture  Series  •  Shelby  F.  Thames 
Polymer  Science  Research  Center 
Auditorium  •  For  more  information 
contact  Helen.Rassier@usm.edu  or 
call  601.266.4147  •  4:30  p.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  East 
Carolina  •  7  p.m. 


31  Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  UTEP 

7  p.m. 


Symphony  Orchestra  Season 
presents  Future  Stars  •  Bennett 
Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Tulane 
•  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  SMU  •  2 
p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Rice  •  7 
p.m. 
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Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs. 
Tulsa  •  4  p.m. 


® 


Lady  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Houston 
•  2  p.m. 

Chamber  Singers  Concert  •  Bay 
Street  Presbyterian  Church  •  Free 
admission  •  7:30  p.m. 

Symphony  Orchestra  Season  pres- 
ents Tango  Valentino  •  Mannoni 
Performing  Arts  Center  •  7:30  p.m. 


No.  1  Stocking  Stuffer 
for  Eagle  Fans.* 


What  are  the  top  ten  hot  spots  of  College  City,  Mississippi  ? 

Go  to  www.collegecitymississippi.com  and  click  on  Top  Ten  Book. 

(From  your  computer  to  your  home  for  under  $20  bucks.) 

*  Rated  No.1  by  College  City,  Mississippi.  LLC 
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Blount  Endowed  Chair  Campaian  Kicks  off  With  Lead  Gift 


The  campaign  to  raise  funds 
for  the  Maj.  Gen.  Buford  "Buff 
Blount  Endowed  Chair  in 
International  Security  and  Global 
Policy  has  announced  its  first 
major  gift  with  a  $750,000  com- 
mitment from  Dr.  Beverly  Dale, 
a  retired  biotechnology  executive 
from  Los  Altos,  Calif. 

Funds  from  the  Dale  con- 
tribution, which  include  a 
planned  gift  and  an  annual  pay- 
ment, spearhead  the  $5.5  mil- 
lion campaign  and  create  the 
Distinguished  Lecturer  Series 
on  International  Security  and 
Global  Policy,  named  in  honor  of 
Dale's  late  father,  Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Dale  Sr. 

Lt.  Col.  Dale  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  the  Korean  Conflict. 
He  also  was  a  professor  of  military  science  and  head  of  the  ROTC 
department  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  from  1957  to 
1961  and  1964  to  1967.  During  his  first  assignment  at  Southern 
Miss,  he  received  a  master  of  science  degree  and,  subsequent  to  his 
retirement  from  the  U.S.  Army  in  1967,  served  on  the  schools  science 
education  faculty. 

"My  father  was  a  committed  military  officer  and  a  dedicated  educa- 
tor," Dr.  Dale  said.  "I  cannot  think  of  a  better  way  to  memorialize  his 
contribution  to  his  country,  his  university,  and  his  community,  than 
with  this  named  lecture  series  in  Gen.  Blount's  outstanding  new  pro- 
gram at  Southern  Miss." 


Maj.  Gen.  Buford  Blount 


The  Major  General  Buford  "Buff  Blount  Endowed  Chair  in  International 
Security  and  Global  Policy  is  the  first  chair  in  international  development 
to  be  held  by  a  modern-day  combat  commander  who  has  overseen  a 
war-to-peace  transition  in  the  post-9/1 1  world.  It  will  broaden  an  already 
strong  curriculum  in  the  International  Development  Ph.D.  Program,  one 
of  three  such  academic  programs  in  the  United  States.  As  the  inaugural 
chair  holder,  Gen.  Blount  will  focus  on  leadership  and  training  in  the  area 
of  peace-building  and  post-conflict  resolution. 

Dr.  Dale  is  a  member  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation's  board  of  directors.  She  obtained  a  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Southern  Miss  in  microbiology  in  1968.  She  also  served 
on  the  faculty  of  the  Department  of  Microbiology  at  Southern  Miss 
from  1972  to  1974. 


Lions  Club  International  Foundation  Makes  Gift  to  Toy  Library 


Although  it's  been  more  than  a  year 
since  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  its  effects  are  still 
being  felt  by  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Only  this  time,  the  effects 
are  more  positive  in  nature. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Toy  Library  and  Technology  Learning 
Center  on  the  Gulf  Coast  received  a 
helping  hand  recently  from  the  Lions 
Club  International  Foundation  through 
a  gift  of  $85,000.  The  check  was  pre- 
sented by  Howard  A.  Jenkins,  board 
member  and  member  of  the  Hurricane 
Katrina  steering  committee  for  Lions 
International,  to  Dr.  Sara  Jackson,  direc- 
tor of  the  Technology  Learning  Center 
and  founder  of  the  Toy  Library. 

"The  people  of  south  Mississippi  are  fortunate  to  have  Dr.  Jackson 
to  work  on  behalf  of  people  with  disabilities,"  Jenkins  said.  "(Dr. 
Jackson  has)  done  an  amazing  job  to  give  people  with  disabilities  a 
quality  of  life  they  couldn't  ordinarily  enjoy." 


Dr.  Sara  Jackson,  second  from  right,  coordinator  of  the  Gulf  Coast 
Toy  Library  and  Technology  Learning  Center  (TLC),  and  members  of 
her  staff  accept  an  $85,000  donation  from  Howard  A.  Jenkins,  cen- 
ter, of  the  Lions  Clubs  International  Foundation.  The  donation  will 
be  used  by  TLC  to  replace  equipment  destroyed  at  their  Gulf  Park 
campus  location  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  Also  pictured  are  Kristen 
Lee,  Nancy  Ann  Sherman  and  Missy  Marshall. 


When  asked  the  motivation  behind  the 
generous  donation,  Jenkins  expressed  the 
Lions'  desire  to  make  a  contribution  fol- 
lowing Hurricane  Katrina.  It  was  through 
the  initiative  taken  by  Dr.  Jackson  and 
Nancy  Ann  Sherman,  past  president  of 
the  Biloxi  Lions  Club,  which  convinced 
Jenkins  and  the  Lions  Club  International 
Foundation  that  the  Toy  Library  and 
Technology  Learning  Center  would  be  a 
worthwhile  recipient  of  this  gift. 

The  gift  is  part  of  more  than  $5  mil- 
lion that  Lions  International  has  donated 
to  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  relief. 

The  Toy  Library  and  Technology 
Learning  Center  (TLC)  is  a  community 
based,  university-directed,  non-profit 
organization  dedicated  to  enhancing 
education,  independence  and  quality  of  life  for  persons  with  disabili- 
ties. TLC  serves  children  and  adults  with  disabilities,  their  families, 
teachers  and  other  special  education  professionals  through  specialized 
training  and  loan  of  assistive  technology  and  recreation. 
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The  Asbury  Foundation  Gives  $500,000  Donation  to  Dul 

The  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg  Inc.  continues  to  make  a  pro- 
found impact  in  the  community  as  it  gave  $500,000  to  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders. 

"Words  seem  inadequate  to  express  the  impact  of  the  Asbury 
Foundation's  extraordinary  generosity  on  our  children  with  severe 
communication  disorders,  their  families  and  university  students  in 
training,"  said  Dr.  Maureen  Martin,  DuBard  School  Director. 

"While  words  seem  inadequate,  it  is  these  very  words  that  we  take 
for  granted  that  are  so  hard  for  these  children  to  acquire.  Thanks  to 
the  compassionate  hearts  of  the  Asbury  Foundation  CEO  and  Board, 
perhaps  soon  words  will  come  so  easily  for  these  children  that  they 
can  use  them  with  assurance  when  speaking,  listening,  reading  and 
writing,"  said  Martin. 

Martin  said  the  donation  will  fund  two  additional  classrooms  over 
three  years  for  the  70  students  currently  enrolled  in  school  and  the 
nearly  60  children  waiting  to  enter  the  17,000-square-foot  building. 
The  money  will  also  provide  additional  practicum  opportunities  to 
future  speech-language  pathologists,  audiologists  and  educators  of 
deaf  and  hard-of-hearing  children. 

Founded  in  1962  by  Dr.  Etoile  DuBard,  the  school  has  received 
praise  nationally  and  internationally  for  its  tireless  mission  to  edu- 
cate preschoolers  and  school-aged  children  with  severe  language 
and  speech  disorders  and  hearing  impairments.  The  school  is  also 
applauded  for  providing  guidance  and  counseling  for  the  parents 
and  families  of  its  students,  and  preparing  university  students  for 
professional  service. 

Mary  Louise  Polk  can't  seem  to  say  enough  about  the  school  and 
its  staff.  Her  son,  9-year-old  James,  suffers  from  dyslexia  and  is  in  his 
second  year  at  DuBard.  Polk  said  she  knows  all  too  well  about  the 
importance  of  classroom  space  as  James  had  to  wait  three  years  before 
he  could  enroll.  She  said  the  delay,  however,  wasn't  a  match  for  her 
determination  to  ensure  her  son  received  the  best  education  possible. 

"I  took  a  job  (physical  therapist)  at  Petal  Elementary  so  that  James 
could  be  in  a  language  impaired'  class  which  used  the  DuBard  School 
Association  Method.  When  he  was  first  diagnosed  with  dyslexia,  we 
tried  many  different  reading  programs  with  little  success  until  he 
started  using  the  method,"  said  Polk  who  calls  DuBard  a  "blessing." 

"At  DuBard,  James  is  learning  the  skills  necessary  to  compensate 
for  his  dyslexia  and  overcome  his  learning  challenges.  He  is  gain- 


Peter  Fos,  dean  of  the  College  of  Health,  talks  to  the  press  at  the  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders,  after  an  announcement  that  the  Asbury  Foundation  is  donating 
$500,000  to  the  school.  The  money  will  fund  two  additional  classrooms  over  three 
years  for  the  70  students  currently  enrolled  in  school,  and  the  nearly  60  children  wait- 
ing to  enter  the  17,000-square-foot  building. 

ing  confidence  in  himself  and  pride  with  his  accomplishments  at 
school,"  she  said.  "I  have  no  doubt  that  his  future  will  be  brighter 
thanks  to  the  dedicated  and  knowledgeable  staff  at  the  school." 

Asbury  Foundation  CEO,  William  K.  Ray,  also  believes  James  is  in 
good  hands.  "We  have  made  several  gifts  to  Southern  Miss  and  the 
DuBard  School  for  its  great  work  with  children,"  he  said.  "And  we 
will  continue  to  support  the  school  in  the  future." 

The  Asbury  Foundation's  first  gift  of  $350,000  was  given  during 
DuBard's  building  campaign  in  1999.  The  donation  financed  the 
construction  of  three  classrooms. 

The  DuBard  School  facility's  namesake  was  the  largest  donor,  with 
the  Kelly  Gene  Cook  Sr.  Charitable  Foundation's  $1  million  contribu- 
tion towards  the  erection  the  $3  million  building.  Dedicated  in  2002. 
the  building  houses  eight  classrooms;  two  large  and  four  small  therapy 
rooms;  two  multipurpose  rooms  used  for  meetings,  dining  and  profes- 
sional development;  a  library;  a  parent  center  and  a  computer  lab. 


Annual  Giving  Campaign  Starts  Strong 


For  nearly  two  months  now,  student 
fundraisers  with  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Annual  Giving  Campaign  have 
been  working  hard  contacting  alumni  and 
friends  of  the  University. 

Through  the  first  quarter,  those  same 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  have 
answered  the  call. 

With  a  strong  two  months  in  the  books, 
the  Annual  Giving  program  heads  into  the 
second  quarter  with  pledges  in  excess  of 
$108,000,  nearly  equal  to  last  year's  record 
number  of  $110,000.  And  with  three  quar- 


ters remaining,  it's  a  pretty  sure  bet  that 
2006-07  will  be  another  record  year. 

For  this  year,  the  campaign  has  undergone  a 
slightly  different  format  of  operation.  L'nlike  in 
the  past  when  each  college  had  its  own  month- 
long  window,  this  time  around  funds  are  being 
solicited  for  all  five  colleges  throughout  the  year. 

The  Annual  Giving  program  serves  as 
the  building  block  for  all  fundraising  at  the 
University.  Through  the  generous  support 
from  alumni,  the  Annual  Giving  program 
provides  funds,  in  excess  of  those  gained  from 
tuition  and  lees,  tor  each  oi  the  five  colleges 


at  Southern  Miss  to  use  toward  scholarships, 
technology  needs,  educational  resources  and 
to  continue  recruiting  outstanding  professors. 

Gifts  of  any  amount  arc  accepted  in  the 
form  of  a  check  or  credit  card  payment,  and 
all  guts  arc  tax-deductible. 

For  more  information  or  to  donate,  please 
contact  Rachel  Taylor  at  601.266.6680  or 
mail  a  donation  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  Annual  Giving.  118 
College  Drive  #10014,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-0001.  Contributions  are  also  accepted 
online  at  SouthcruMissAlumni.com. 
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Miriam  Cabana 


Nursing  Constituent  Society  Formed 

In  conjunction  with  the  School  of  Nursing,  the  Alumni  Association 
has  extended  its  field  efforts  once  again  with  the  formation  of  the 
Nursing  Alumni  Constituent  Society  The  society  will  work  to  foster 
a  professional  and  social  bond  among  alumni,  faculty  and  students. 
Through  networking  and  professional  development  events,  the  soci- 
ety will  promote  and  encourage  alumni  to  maintain  personal  involve- 
ment and  financially  support  the  activities  of  the  School  of  Nursing. 
Specifically,  the  group  will  offer  continuing  education  unit  oppor- 
tunities, plans  to  host  quarterly  meetings  as  well  as  class  reunions  at 
Homecoming  and  conduct  an  annual  research  day  with  presentations  by  faculty,  students, 
alumni  and  professional  nurses.  The  society  was  introduced  at  an  Alumni  Association  and 
Hawthorne  Pharmaceuticals-sponsored  reception  for  nursing  alumni  and  friends  at  the 
Mississippi  Nursing  Association's  Conference  in  Florence,  Ala.,  on  Oct.  26. 

"We  in  the  School  of  Nursing  are  excited  about  the  organization  of  the  Nursing 
Constituent  Society,"  said  Miriam  Cabana,  president  of  the  group.  "We  appreciate  the 
assistance  that  Kristy  McGehee  (the  Association's  manager  of  constituent  relations)  and 
the  Alumni  Association  have  provided  and  look  forward  to  developing  many  educational 
and  fun  activities  such  as  tailgating  and  reunions  that  Eagle  nursing  students,  faculty  and 
alumni  can  enjoy  As  active  nursing  alumni  we  can  touch  the  lives  of  future  nurses." 

The  group's  creation  marks  the  fifth  constituent  society  formed  by  the  Alumni 
Association.  In  2005,  the  Association  added  the  constituent  society  and  alumni 
ambassador  programs  to  its  field  efforts.  A  constituent  society  is  a  group  created 
based  on  professional  or  common  interest,  while  an  alumni  ambassador  is  the 
designated  alumni  volunteer  representing  Southern  Miss  in  a  specific  geographic 
region.   Both  initiatives  complement  the  geographic  chapter  program. 

Other  constituent  groups  already  formed  include  Accounting,  Economic 
Development,  Legal  and  Minority. 

Eor  more  information  on  the  Nursing  Constituent  Society,  please  contact  Cabana  at 
601.266.5278  or  Miriam.Cabana@usm.edu,  or  McGehee  at  601.266.5357  or  Kristy. 
McGehee@usm.edu.  Membership  fee  is  $25  for  Alumni  Association  members.  The 
group's  board  members  include  Maria  Brown,  Lisa  Green  and  Cathy  Hughes. 


ATTENTION: 

INSURANCE  PROVIDERS 


Like  most  university  alumni  associations,  for  several  years 

the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  partnered  with 

third  parties  to  provide  affinity  products  and  services  to 

Southern  Miss  alumni.  The  most  notable  areas  include  credit 

cards,  international  travel,  watches  and  rings,  student  loan 

consolidation  programs,  and  insurance  offerings. 

While  the  insurance  offerings  have  in  the  past  been  limited  to  major 

medical,  short-term  medical  and  life,  the  Alumni  Association  is  now 

considering  the  prospects  of  partnering  with  a  third  party  to  offer 

insurance  services  in  each  of  the  following  areas: 

Auto  and  Home  Insurance         Long-Term  Care  Insurance 
Major  Medical  Insurance        Short-Term  Medical  Insurance 
Life  Insurance 

The  preferred  provider  will  have  the  ability  to  service  alumni 

clients  in  all  50  states.  If  interested  in  providing  these  services 

on  behalf  of  the  Alumni  Association,  please  submit  10  copies  of 

your  proposal  by  December  22,  2006  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  -  Insurance  Services 

Attn:  Jerry  DeFatta 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 

Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  39406 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  additional  information,  please 
contact  Jerry  DeFatta,  Associate  Director  for  External  Affairs,  by 
phone  at  601 .266.501 3  or  via  e-mail  at  Jerry.DeFatta@usm.edu. 


New  Life 

Members 

Harold  Robert  Hall 

Martha  June  Waldron 

Deborah  Parrish  Barrett 

Dr.  Karen  Suzette  Hargroder 

Fr.  Wayne  Harmon  Arnold 

Emilie  Kay  Thompson 

Alexis  Nichols  Gorden 

Derek  Daniel  Robinson 

Paul  A.  Tisdale 

James  C.  Chancellor,  Jr. 

Les  &  Rosemary  Aultman 

Harold  S.  Hutto 

Lucille  Brown  Smith 

Virginia  Elise  Conn 

William  C.  Bennett 

Tracy  DeGrafft  Graham 

Christopher  Todd  Schwebel 

Burke  &  Paulette  Sigler 

Linda  Faye  Curry 

David  Michael  Sellers 

Keith  W  Terrell 

Martha  Louise  Ginn 

Charles  &  Kathy  Leggett 

Michael  Wayne  Peterson 

Dick  &  Becky  Cowart 

Carolyn  L.  McElveen 

Edward  Logan  Hill 

Terrence  M.  Lechner 

Lamar  &  Ruth  Moody 

Franklin  &  Virginia  Morton 

Rebecca  McKay  Lindsay 

Judy  Price  Guy 

Thomas  &  Sharon  Leggett 

John  Noel  McPherson,  Jr. 

Paul  &  Jonee  Barnett 

Wayne  &  Dahlia  Landers 

Larry  &  Faye  Myatt 

Carlos  &  Maria  Gomez 

Albert  &  Wadena  Saucier 

Brian  Michael  Neuman 

Tommy  &  Diane  Vervaeke 

Ran  del  D.  Killingsworth 

Cynthia  Alexander  Medill 

Richard  &  Hope  Hoffman 

Robert  E.  Benefield,  Jr. 

Rhonda  Joyce  Rowzee 

Kenneth  E.  Litton,  Jr. 

William  H.  Mackin,  Jr. 

Kathy  Thompson  Johnson 

John  Gerald  Davis,  Jr. 

Dr.  Carl  Alex  Touchstone,  Jr. 

Frank  &  Bethany  Riggs 

Jon  &  Wendy  Runnels 

Sarah  Anne  Lee 

Richard  &  Brenda  Fore 

Ronald  &  Johnnie  Shows 

Dr.  Maureen  H.  Liberto 

Salvatore  Esposito 

William  Sherman  Spriggs 

Robert  Franklin  Nimocks 

Jeannette  A.  Galbraith 

Jean  Robert  Fountain 

Brenda  Schmidt  Long 

Deborah  Jean  Nobles 

Frank  &  JoAnn  Brown 

Daniel  &  Christina  Smith 

James  B.  Gallaspy,  Jr. 

Jerlando  &  LaShonda  Jackson 

Julian  Dale  Allen 

Sarah  Snowden  Prewitt 

Pauline  H.  McMahan 

Joseph  Chadwick  Bonner 

Stefanie  Fulton  Ascherl 

Shelley  Ann  Jarvis 

Hugh  C.  Chewning 

Carolyn  Jean  Anderson 

Scott  &  Dawn  Beamish 

Linda  Bounds  Keng 

W  H.  "Billy"  King 

Albert  Carlisle  Greenwalt 

Carlton  &  Nettie  Guedon 

Cynthia  Alice  Smith 

Jarrod  W  Ravencraft 

Beck  &  Angie  Warren 

Eddie  &  Tammy  Voynik 

William  Richard  Wright 

Joan  Marie  Montague 

Robert  W  April,  Jr. 
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Major  Gift  From  Alumnus  Brings  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  Closer  to  Goal 


A  $225,000  gift  from  Phoenix-based  magazine  publisher 
Bill  Phalen  has  moved  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association's 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  past  60  percent  of  its  $3  million 
goal.  The  commitment  from  Phalen,  a  1965  alumnus,  is  the 
second-largest  since  the  campaign's  kickoff  and  is  the  first  in 
the  Major  Gift  category.  The  Phalen  commitment  allows  for 
the  naming  of  the  Phalen  Courtyard  at  the  new  facility. 

Phalen,  an  Arizona  resident,  is  CEO  and  chairman  of  Cities 
West  Publishing,  Inc.,  which  produces  a  number  of  pub- 
lications including  Phoenix  magazine  and  Phoenix  Home  & 
Garden.  While  Phoenix  magazine  has  been  printed  for  more 
than  40  years,  it  has  experienced  a  circulation  and  readership 
boom  since  Phalen  gained  an  ownership  interest  almost  a 
decade  ago.  Today,  it  boasts  320,000  readers. 

Phalen  credits  his  Southern  Miss  education  as  a  factor  in  his 
career  success.  As  a  student,  Phalen  worked  as  the  business  man- 
ager for  the  Student  Printz,  selling  ads  for  the  student  paper. 

"It  was  a  very  cordial  atmosphere,"  Phalen  recalled.  "The 
people  were  very  friendly.  There  is  truth  to  the  saying  about 
'Southern  hospitality'  The  faculty  was  very  dedicated  to  the 
student  body — remarkably  so." 

Phalen's  gift  is  the  result  of  his  loyalty  to  Southern  Miss 
fostered  during  his  years  as  a  student,  as  well  as  his  friendship 
with  Aubrey  Lucas,  president  emeritus  of  the  University  and 
co-chair  of  the  campaign. 

"I'm  making  a  contribution  to  a  university  that  gave  me  so 
much,"  Phalen  said.  "A  lot  of  good  things  happened  for  me 
there  and  I  made  a  lot  of  good  friends.  It's  time  for  me  to  start 
giving  back." 

The  Ogletree  House  Campaign  will  provide  funding  for 
the  complete  restoration  and  expansion  of  the  home  of  the 
Alumni  Association  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  An  Albert 
and  Associates  Architects'  design  will  greatly  expand  the  size 
of  the  94-year-old  existing  structure,  which  is  one  of  the 
campus'  five  original  buildings,  from  6,500  square  feet  to 
approximately  12,000. 
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Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  Raises  $10,000  for 
Ogletree  House  Campaign 
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The  Shell  Finish  Line  /  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Homecoming  Golf 
Tournament  has  raised  more 
than  $10,000  for  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign,  a  $3  million 
fund-raising  initiative  that  will 
support  the  complete  restora- 
tion and  expansion  of  the  home 
for  alumni  on  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

More  than  100  players  partici- 
pated in  the  eighth  annual  tour- 
nament, which  was  held  Friday,  Oct.  13,  at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club  in 
Hattiesburg.  Previously,  more  than  $110,000  had  been  raised  through 
the  tournament  primarily  for  the  Legacy  Fund,  which  supports  scholar- 
ships for  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
is  administered  by  the  USM  Foundation.  Future  events  will  continue 
to  benefit  the  Legacy  Fund. 

"The  eighth  annual  tournament  was  the  most  successful  to  date,"  said 
Mark  Boyles,  tournament  director  and  the  Alumni  Association's  asso- 
ciate director  for  internal  operations.  "We  had  more  than  100  golfers 
participate,  and  we  raised  $10,000  for  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 
We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  sponsors  and  participants  who  made  this 
possible." 

Named  for  the  longtime  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  Powell 
Ogletree,  the  Ogletree  House  is  one  of  five  original  buildings  on 
the  institution's  Hattiesburg  campus.  The  proposed  restoration  and 
expansion  will  increase  the  size  of  the  structure  to  nearly  12.000 
square  feet.  More  information  about  the  campaign  can  be  found  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

The  tournament  is  held  during  the  University's  Homecoming  festivi- 
ties each  year. 


Bill  Phalen 
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2006  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame  inductees 


Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Welcomes  Seven  Inductees 


The  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  was  established  to  recognize  those  whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial  means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward. 
The  nominee  must  have  graduated  15  years  previously. 

The  induction  ceremony,  which  annually  takes  place  during  the  University's  Homecoming  festivities,  was  held  at  Southern  Oaks  House  and  Gardens 
in  Hattiesburg. 

The  initial  class  of  the  Hall  of  Fame,  which  now  includes  207  members,  was  inducted  in  1987. 

The  Class  of  2006  includes 


Wayne  Adkison  10 

Moss  Point  native  Wayne  Adkison  returned  to  his  hometown 
to  open  his  dental  practice,  but  Hattiesburg  and  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  still  hold  a  special  place  in  his  heart. 

Adkison  attended  Southern  Miss  as  an  athletic  scholarship 
recipient.  He  lettered  in  football  as  a  defensive  end  for  three 
consecutive  years  from  1966  to  1968,  and  was  an  M-Club 
and  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity  officer.  He  was  a  member  of  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa,  and  was  recognized  in  Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges  &  Universities. 

After  graduation,  Adkison  served  as  an  officer  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  He  went 
on  to  obtain  a  bachelor's  degree  in  physical  therapy  and  a  medical  doctorate 
degree  in  dental  medicine  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

In  1982,  he  moved  back  to  Moss  Point  and  has  practiced  general  dentistry  since 
that  time.  He  started  his  own  dental  practice,  Riverside  Dental  Care,  PLLC. 

Adkison's  dedication  to  Southern  Miss  is  extremely  evident  in  his  commitment  to 
both  the  Alumni  Association  and  Golden  Eagle  athletics.  He  has  served  as  an  officer 
in  the  Jackson  County  Alumni  Chapter  and  as  a  member  of  the  Association's  Board 
of  Directors.  Adkison,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association,  is  also  a  longtime  member 
of  the  Eagle  Club  and  is  currently  serving  as  secretary  of  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic 
Foundation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Circle  of  Champions,  a  group  that  financially  sup- 
ports Southern  Miss  athletics  programs,  and  a  member  of  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame. 
Adkison  is  married  to  the  former  Vicki  Ramsay  '69.  The  couple  has  three 
children:  Laura,  Andrew  and  Alan.  Andrew  attended  Southern  Miss  and  Alan 
is  currently  a  sophomore  at  the  University.  The  Adkisons  recently  welcomed 
their  first  grandchild,  Olivia. 

Mark  Cumbest  15 

Mark  Cumbest  is  the  broker-owner  of  Cumbest  Realty, 
Inc.,  a  company  he  started  in  1975  after  graduating  from 
Southern  Miss. 

Mark  serves  as  the  Fourth  Congressional  District 
Representative  on  the  Mississippi  Real  Estate  Commission, 
currently  serving  as  the  commission's  vice  chair.  In  the  after- 
math of  Hurricane  Katrina,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Haley  Barbour  to 
the  Governor's  Commission  on  Recovery,  Rebuilding  and  Renewal. 

In  2002,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  "Top  South  Mississippi  Community 
Leaders"  and  was  inducted  into  the  Roland  Weeks  Leadership  Hall  of  Fame  in 
the  inaugural  awards  program  sponsored  by  The,  Sun  Herald  and  the  Journal  of 
South  Mississippi  Business.  In  2005,  he  was  named  "Who's  Who  in  Mississippi 
Business"  by  the  Mississippi  Business  Journal. 

He  was  the  youngest  person  ever  to  be  inducted  into  the  Mississippi  Realtor  Hall  of 
Fame.  He  was  the  1997  Mississippi  Realtor  of  the  Year  and  national  president  of  the 
Realtors  Land  Institute  in  1995.  In  1991,  he  was  named  Land  Realtor  of  America.  He 
holds  the  Accredited  Land  Consultant  Designation  of  the  Realtors  Land  Institute,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Association  of  Real  Estate  License  Law  Officials. 

Today,  his  active  involvement  with  the  University  includes  serving  on  the  Campaign 
Committee  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House,  the  Real  Estate 
Council  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  and  the  President's 
Advisory  Committee.  He  also  serves  on  the  USM  Gulf  Coast  Development  Advisory 


Committee,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Business  Advisory  Council  of  the  College  of 
Business.  Mark  is  a  long  time  Eagle  Club  member  and  an  avid  Golden  Eagle  football 
fan.  He  and  his  wife,  Pam,  are  members  of  the  Honor  Club  Associates  for  Excellence 
and  are  contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the  Supporting  Gift  Level. 
While  at  USM  he  majored  in  real  estate  and  insurance,  was  president  of  Pi  Kappa 
Alpha  Fraternity  and  was  a  member  of  Rho  Epsilon  Real  Estate  Fraternity 

Mark  met  his  wife,  Pam  75,  at  Southern  Miss,  and  they  have  been  active 
annual  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  32  years.  They  have  been  mar- 
ried for  28  years  and  have  two  sons.  Grant,  19,  is  a  student  at  the  University 
and  Reid,  15,  attends  East  Central  High  School.  The  family  lives  in  the 
Cumbest  Bluff  Community  of  Jackson  County. 

l.  Ricky  Mathews  '84,  '92 

For  more  than  20  years,  thousands  of  Southern  Miss 
alumni  have  turned  to  Ricky  Mathews  and  his  publications 
as  their  source  for  news. 

Mathews  is  publisher  and  president  of  The  Sun  Herald,  the 
Journal  of  South  Mississippi  Business,  South  Mississippi  Outdoors,  the 
Stennis  News  and  other  print  publications  in  South  Mississippi 
where  25  years  ago  he  began  as  a  summer  advertising  and  circulation  intern.  He 
has  held  various  positions  in  the  newspaper's  advertising,  circulation,  production, 
operations  and  marketing  departments  and  was  vice  president  and  marketing 
director  when  named  president  and  publisher  in  2001.  Under  his  leadership,  The 
Sun  Herald  earned  a  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Public  Service  in  2006. 

Following  Hurricane  Katrina,  Mathews  was  appointed  by  Governor  Haley 
Barbour  to  vice  chair  the  Governor's  Commission  on  Recovery,  Rebuilding  and 
Renewal.  He  also  serves  on  the  executive  board  and  co-chairs  the  tourism  com- 
mittee for  the  Gulf  Coast  Business  Council.  He  recently  received  the  Award  of 
Valor  from  the  National  Association  of  Minority  Media  Executives  for  his  work 
at  The  Sun  Herald  in  the  weeks  and  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina. 

He  is  currently  the  chairman  of  the  Community  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  Knight  Foundation,  which  is  playing  a  significant  role  in  the  South 
Mississippi  Hurricane  Katrina  recovery  effort. 

Mathews'  dedication  to  the  University  is  evident  from  his  20  years  as  an 
active  member  of  the  Association.  He  currently  holds  a  seat  on  the  Alumni 
Association's  Board  of  Directors.  In  2003,  he  served  as  the  speaker  for  the  Fall 
Commencement  Ceremony. 

Mathews  is  married  to  the  former  Ann  Barhonovich  '87  of  Biloxi.  The 
couple  has  three  children:  Victoria,  Justin  and  Jordan. 

Danny  Mitchell  10, 11 

Danny  Mitchell  received  his  bachelor's  degree  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1970  and  his  master's  degree  in  public 
relations  a  year  later.  Today,  he  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
regarded  public  relations  practitioners  in  the  South  and  one 
of  the  University's  most  dedicated  alumni. 

He  is  currently  the  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  GodwinGroup  in  Jackson,  one  of  the  South's  oldest  independent  advertis- 
ing agencies.  Mitchell  has  worked  as  a  public  relations  and  communications 
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officer  for  the  Jackson  Municipal  Separate  School  District;  was  a  managing 
partner  for  WSDL-AM  and  WVSL-FM  in  Slidell,  La.;  served  as  assistant  direc- 
tor of  public  relations  for  Mississippi  University  for  Women;  and  was  a  public 
relations  consultant  for  Wilson  /  Mitchell  Public  Relations  in  Columbus. 

His  work  with  the  GodwinGroup  should  be  very  familiar  to  Southern 
Miss  alumni,  as  the  agency  has  been  behind  the  athletic  department's  brand 
"Anyone.  Anywhere.  Anytime.,"  as  well  as  the  University's  "Freeing  the  Power 
of  the  Individual"  campaign. 

But  Mitchell's  dedication  to  the  University  does  not  stop  at  shaping  its 
image.  He  has  served  the  Alumni  Association  in  a  number  of  capacities, 
notably  as  president  in  2005-2006  and  currently  as  past  president.  Mitchell 
has  served  as  president  of  the  USM  Foundation  and  currently  serves  on  the 
Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation's  board.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Eagle 
Club  and  the  USM  Foundation's  Honor  Club. 

The  Association  previously  awarded  Mitchell  with  the  Outstanding  Service 
Award  in  1993  and  the  Continuous  Service  Award  in  2002. 

Mitchell  and  his  wife,  Patricia  70,  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
The  couple  has  three  children:  Benjamin  Ferrell  '01,  Emily  and  Amy. 

Corky  Palmer  11 

Carlton  "Corky"  Palmer's  commitment  and  service  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  immeasurable.  Since 
he  became  head  baseball  coach  in  1997  his  record-breaking 
teams  have  attracted  national  attention. 

Palmer  has  taken  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  program  to 
an  unprecedented  level  with  the  best  five-year  run  in  the 
school's  history.  With  three  straight  40-win  seasons  from  2003  to  2005,  a 
39-win  season  in  2006  and  a  fourth-straight  NCAA  Tournament  bid — a  first 
in  school  history — Southern  Miss  looks  to  be  firmly  established  as  a  program 
headed  in  the  direction  of  becoming  a  perennial  power. 

A  Hattiesburg  native,  Palmer  started  his  baseball  career  at  Hattiesburg  High 
School  and  furthered  his  reputation  as  a  starting  catcher  and  team  captain  for 
legendary  Southern  Miss  coach  Pete  Taylor. 

After  graduation,  Palmer  put  his  extensive  knowledge  of  the  game  to  use  as 
a  coach.  At  Columbus'  Lee  High  School  and  Columbia  High,  his  teams  consis- 
tently won  conference  titles  and  appeared  in  the  state  playoffs.  In  his  six  years 
at  the  high  school  level,  his  teams  posted  an  impressive  102-52  record. 

In  1985  and  1986,  Palmer  served  as  an  assistant  coach  at  Southern  Miss 
and  then  moved  on  to  Meridian  Community  College,  where  in  10  seasons  his 
teams  posted  a  409-160  record,  earned  five  Mississippi-Louisiana  Conference 
titles,  four  district  and  regional  championships,  three  trips  to  the  Junior 
College  World  Series,  and  in  1996  advanced  all  the  way  to  the  title  game. 

In  1997,  then-Golden  Eagle  Head  Coach  Hill  Denson  lured  Palmer  away 
from  Meridian  for  an  assistant's  role,  and  on  Denson's  retirement  following 
the  season  the  search  for  a  new  coach  went  no  further  than  Palmer,  who  was 
introduced  as  Southern  Miss'  12th  head  baseball  coach. 

Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club,  and  in  1998,  he  was  elected  to  the 
M-Club  Hall  of  Fame. 

Palmer  and  his  wife,  Debbie  75,  have  been  married  for  30  years  and  reside 
in  the  Hattiesburg  area.  The  couple  has  been  active  annual  members  of  the 
Association  for  the  past  16  years. 


Liz  Payne  '68 

As  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Liz  Payne 
has  shown  her  pride  for  the  Southern  Miss  community 
through  many  philanthropic  efforts. 

Each  year  since  1994,  one  athlete  from  a  Southern  Miss 
female  athletic  team  receives  the  Elizabeth  Newell  Payne 


Endowment.  She  served  as  co-chair  of  the  Founders  Society  and  is  a  member 
of  the  advisory  council  for  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology.  She  also 
serves  on  the  Campaign  Committee  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the 
Ogletree  House.  Her  most  notable  gift  was  joining  with  her  husband.  Larry, 
and  other  family  members  to  make  the  construction  of  the  Payne  Center 
possible  and  to  provide  a  very  significant  planned  gift  to  the  University.  The 
Payne  Center  supports  a  comprehensive  recreation  and  fitness  program  for  the 
entire  University  and  has  been  named  by  the  National  Intramural-Recreational 
Sports  Administration  as  one  of  the  finest  facilities  in  the  nation.  Liz  and  Larry 
also  have  had  a  strong  influence  on  their  children,  on  their  friends,  and  on 
many  USM  alumni  to  support  Southern  Miss  financially.  In  2005,  the  Alumni 
Association  honored  her  with  a  Continuous  Service  Award. 

Liz  has  a  strong  interest  in  international  goodwill  which  stems  from  her 
faith  and  her  years  of  living  in  another  country.  She  is  part  of  a  committee 
of  Christian  volunteers  and  physicians  of  the  Honduran  Medical  Scholarship 
Fund.  The  group's  goal  is  to  prepare  deserving  Honduran  students  for  medi- 
cal school  by  providing  full  scholarship  support  for  an  undergraduate  degree 
from  Southern  Miss.  She  makes  it  a  priority  to  travel  to  Honduras  each  year 
on  a  medical  and  dental  mission. 

Liz  and  Larry  live  in  Hattiesburg.  They  have  three  sons:  Jimmy  '94,  Keith 
'98  and  Arlys  Silva  '06. 

Hon.  James  Smith  '65 

As  the  longest  serving  member  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court,  Chief  Justice  James  Smith  has  been  a  key  player  in 
shaping  the  lives  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  thousands  of 
other  Mississippians  for  more  than  a  decade. 

The  Pelahatchie  native  studied  his  way  through  Hinds 
Community  College  and  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  was  awarded  a  Juns  Doctorate  degree  from  the  Jackson 
School  of  Law  at  Mississippi  College  in  1972. 

Beginning  in  1973  and  continuing  until  1980,  he  was  prosecuting  attorney 
for  the  city  of  Pearl  and  was  also  Rankin  County  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1976. 
From  1977  to  April  1982,  he  served  as  district  attorney  for  the  20lh  Circuit 
Court  District.  From  April  1982  until  his  election  to  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court,  he  was  county  court  judge  for  Rankin  County.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Mississippi  Supreme  Court  in  1993,  and  became  Chief  Justice  in  April  2004. 

Southern  Miss  honored  Smith's  dedication  to  the  University  in  2004  when 
they  invited  him  to  speak  at  the  Summer  Commencement  Ceremony 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Alumni  Association's  Law  Constiment  Society,  Juns  Sodahtas. 
honored  the  Chief  Justice  with  its  inaugural  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award. 

Smith  also  serves  on  the  Presidential  Transition  Team,  an  Alumni 
Association  committee  charged  with  assisting  in  the  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning's  search  process  for  the  University's  ninth  president. 

Smith  has  received  numerous  awards  for  his  work  with  children.  He  is 
the  recipient  of  the  1996  Hinds  Community  College  Alumnus  of  the  Year 
Award.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Young  Lawyers  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Mississippi 
Bar.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss,  Hinds  Community  College  and 
Mississippi  College  School  of  Law  alumni  associations.  He  has  been  recog- 
nized numerous  times  in  Who's  Who  in  American  Law,  Who's  Who  in  America 
and  Who's  Who  in  the  World.  He  has  been  recognized  by  Law  Dragon.  Inc.,  .is 
one  of  "America's  Five  Hundred  Leading  Judges." 

Smith  served  three  years  in  the  United  States  Army  and  four  years  in  the 
Army  Reserve. 

He  is  married  to  die  former  Kathy  Moms  of  Scott  Count)".  He  has  two  daughters. 
Margaret  Shannon  Eaves  of  Jackson  and  .Amanda  Smith  Headway  oi  Flat  Rock, 
N.C.  He  has  three  grandchildren.  Kathy  has  two  children,  Katherine  Murray  and 
Samuel  Murray  They  reside  in  the  .Andrew  Chapel  community  in  Rankin  County 
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Association  Honors  Volunteers  at  Annual  Awards  Brunch 


Each  year  at  Homecoming,  the  Alumni  Association  presents  awards  in  six  categories  to  alumni  and  friends  of  the 
University  in  an  effort  to  recognize  volunteer  excellence  in  service  to  Southern  Miss  and  the  Alumni  Association. 
Awards  presented  include 


Outstanding  Service  Award  -  given  to  alumni  based  on  their 
,  service  to  the  University; 

Continuous  Service  Award  -  given  to  alumni  for  their  long-term 
efforts  and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss; 

Special  Service  Award  -  given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily 
alumni,  who  have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to  the 
University  community  or  their  profession; 
Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alumna  Award  -  given  to  one  alum 
36  years  of  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions  of  time 
and  effort  to  the  University  community  and  their  profession; 


Meritorious  Service  Award  -  given  to  one  alum  who  has  contin- 
ued to  give  of  their  time  and  talents  throughout  the  years  to  rec- 
ognize outstanding  alumni  support,  professional  achievement, 
loyalty  and  service  to  the  University  and 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award  -  given  to  one  individual  who 
is  not  an  alum,  but  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of 
Southern  Miss  throughout  the  years. 


THIS  YEARS  RECIPIENTS  INCLUDE 


OUTSTANDING  SERVICE  AWARD 

Paige  Howell  '87 

Paige  Howell's  enthusiasm 
for  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  may  be  unmatched.  In 
fact,  he  has  attended  every  Golden 
Eagle  football  game  at  "The  Rock" 
since  1970. 

Howell  is  a  third  generation  auto- 
mobile dealer.  He  is  president  and  co-owner  of  Howell, 
Inc.,  Pontiac-Buick-GMC-Nissan  in  McComb. 

His  service  and  dedication  to  the  University  is 
immeasurable.  Howell  is  a  member  of  the  Athletic 
Department's  Circle  of  Champions  and  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation's  Honor  Club  and 
President's  Circle.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Eagle 
Club  every  year  since  graduation.  Howell  has  served  on 
the  boards  of  directors  of  the  Alumni  Association,  the 
Athletic  Foundation  and  the  USM  Foundation.  Howell 
has  also  served  on  the  Southwest  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Howell  was  previously  honored  by  the  Association 
with  the  Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  Award  m  1993. 
Golden  Eagle  football  is  not  the  only  Southern  Miss 
sport  Howell  enjoys.  As  a  student,  he  co-founded  the 
Southern  Miss  Dunk  Comer  and  traveled  to  Madison 
Square  Garden  in  1987  to  watch  the  basketball  team 
win  the  N.I.T  Championship. 

Howell  and  his  wife,  Debbie  '87,  are  Life  Members 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  They  have  three  children: 
Hadley  Ann,  Whidey  Winn  and  Kran  Ray 

Marcus  Kincaid  '98 

Marcus  Kincaid  has  set  an 
outstanding  example  for  young 
alumni  by  keeping  close  ties  to  the 
University  in  the  immediate  years 
since  his  graduation. 

In  addition  to  becoming  a  Life 
Member   of   the   Association   in 
2000,  he  is  an  Eagle  Club  member  and  served  as  the 


Association's  Central  Mississippi  Chapter's  recruitment 
committee  chairman  from  2001-04. 

In  2005,  Kincaid  was  elected  to  the  Association's 
Board  of  Directors. 

Since  graduation,  Kincaid  has  worked  as  a  finan- 
cial advisor.  He  cunendy  works  with  ING  Financial 
Advisors.  Kincaid  resides  in  Louisville,  Miss.,  with  his 
wife,  the  former  Miranda  Pampley  and  three  children, 
Tyler,  Ryan  and  McKenna. 

He  is  the  president  of  the  Association's  Minority 
Constituent  Society. 

Kincaid  also  maintains  affiliations  with  the  Kappa 
Iota  Foundation,  which  he  serves  as  vice  president  of 
finance,  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Fraternity  and  Lonely  Valley 
CME  Church,  where  is  a  steward  board  member. 

Meinrad  "Rod"  Lang  '00 

As  a  student,  Meinrad  "Rad"  Lang 
proved  he  had  what  it  took  to  take 
Southern  Miss  to  the  top;  now  as 
an  alumnus,  he  has  continued  to 
serve  the  University  with  that  same 
dedication. 

Lang  works  as  a  senior  sales  man- 
ager for  the  New  Orleans  Marriott  hotel.  He  recendy 
accepted  a  position  as  senior  account  executive  at  the 
JW  Mamott  Pennsylvania  Avenue  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Lang  is  a  member  of  the  Professional  Convention 
Management  Association  and  Meeting  Professionals 
International,  two  organizations  associated  with  the  hos- 
pitality industry.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 
As  a  student,  Lang  was  greatly  involved  on  campus. 
He  served  as  vice  president  of  the  Student  Government 
Association  and  helped  formulate  "The  Varsity"  concept 
to  unite  the  Southern  Miss  student  body  Lang  also  served 
as  a  founding  father  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  Fraternity,  where  he 
helped  raise  money  for  people  with  disabilities  by  partici- 
pating in  the  organization's  cross-country  cycling  event, 
Journey  of  Hope.  He  also  was  a  Delta  Gamma  Anchor 
Man,  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Student  Association  and 
was  chosen  as  'Who's  Who  at  Southern  Miss." 


Lang  and  a  group  of  six  additional  alumni  reestab- 
lished the  New  Orleans  Alumni  Chapter  after  years  of 
dormancy. 

Lang  and  his  wife,  Jennifer  Clark  Lang  '00,  '01, 
look  forward  to  continuing  to  support  the  Alumni 
Association  in  our  nation's  capital. 

Troy  Odom  '98 

As  a  third-generation  legacy,  Troy 
Odom's  love  for  Southern  Miss 
was  established  early  in  life,  and 
he  believes  it  was  the  education  he 
received,  the  friendships  he  forged 
and  the  life  skills  he  discovered  at 
Southern  Miss  that  has  made  him 
the  person  he  is  today 

Troy  built  on  his  undergraduate  education  at  Southern 
Miss  by  graduating  cum  laude  from  law  school  and 
building  his  law  practice  in  Jackson. 

In  2002,  he  married  his  college  sweetheart,  Brittany 
Gore  Odom  '01.  Troy  and  Brittany  have  two  children, 
Caroline  Edwards  Odom  and  Hayes  Russell  Odom. 

Troy  began  practicing  law  in  2002  at  Blair  & 
Bondurant,  PA.,  a  firm  specializing  in  natural  resource 
law.  Odom  is  an  active  member  of  the  Mississippi  Bar 
Association,  the  Rankin  County  Bar  Association,  the 
Hinds  County  Bar  and  the  Jackson  Young  Lawyers.  Troy 
is  also  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the  Mississippi  Oil 
and  Gas  Lawyers  Association. 

He  treasures  his  participation  with  Lakeland 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Central  Mississippi  Chapter 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  As  past  president  of  the 
Central  Mississippi  Chapter,  he  concentrates  on  provid- 
ing many  activities  for  the  local  alumni  to  foster  their  love 
for  Southern  Miss.  During  his  term,  Odom  organized 
additional  scholarship  fundraisers  for  local  high  school 
graduates.  In  2005,  he  was  awarded  the  Scott  Caldwell 
Award  for  Outstanding  Alumni  Chapter  President. 

Odom  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Juris  Sodalitas,  the  Association's  law 
constituent  society 
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Kristi  Pierce  '95,  '96 

Kristi  Pierce's  dedication  to 
the  University  and  the  Alumni 
Association  has  been  unwavering 
since  she  returned  to  Hattiesburg 
in  1998. 

While  earning  her  master's 
degree  in  sports  administration, 
Pierce  held  a  graduate  assistantship  in  the  Athletic 
Marketing  Department,  and  for  the  past  eight  years  she 
has  served  as  the  compliance  coordinator  in  the  Athletic 
Department.  She  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the 
University  abides  by  all  NCAA  guidelines  m  order  to 
keep  a  Division  1  classification. 

Pierce  has  held  a  number  of  positions  with  the  South 
Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter.  After  moving  back 
to  Hattiesburg,  she  immediately  began  working  with 
the  chapter's  board  of  directors.  In  2002,  she  took 
over  as  treasurer  and  has  served  m  that  role  since.  She 
served  as  vice  president  of  the  chapter  in  2005  and  cur- 
rently serves  as  president.  Pierce  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Association's  Traditions  Committee. 

The  South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter 
awards  eight  $500  scholarships  to  local  seniors  who 
enroll  in  the  University,  and  for  the  past  three  years 
Pierce  has  been  the  coordinator  of  Fanfare,  a  local  event 
to  raise  money  for  the  scholarship  fund.  In  2006,  the 
chapter  raised  more  than  $7,000. 

Pierce  has  been  the  scholarship  advisor  to  the 
Southern  Miss  chapter  of  Chi  Omega  for  the  past  eight 
years.  She  currently  serves  as  the  campaign  coordinator 
for  the  sorority's  new  house  in  the  Sorority  Village. 

She  is  married  to  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of 
the  Alumni  Association.  They  are  Life  Members  of  the 
Association  and  have  two  children,  Sarah  and  Drew. 

■  Susan  Riley  78,  '82 

Ma^WI^m.       Hattiesburg  native  and  Sumrall 

B&^  I  resident  Susan  Riley  did  not  have 

W  fl  to  look  far  when  she  chose  to 

I  ^p         ■   Ml  attend  Southern  Miss  as  a  student 

<^r   I  and  her  ties  to  the  University  have 

1       I   remained  strong. 

After  earning  her  bachelor's 
degree  m  criminal  justice  in  1978,  Riley  continued 
her  education  at  Southern  Miss  and  went  on  to  earn 
masters'  degrees  in  criminal  justice  and  accounting.  In 
1982,  she  moved  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  to  work  with 
national  accounting  firm  Deloitte,  Haskins,  &  Sells, 
but  Hattiesburg  and  Southern  Miss  were  always  in 
her  heart.  In  1984,  having  earned  her  certified  public 
accountant's  license,  she  moved  back  to  her  hometown 
to  work  for  Nicholson  &  Company,  PA.,  where  she 
became  a  partner  in  1996. 

Riley  serves  as  chair  of  the  Association's  accounting 
constituent  society;  board  member  of  the  South  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association;  member 
of  the  Committee  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion 


of  the  Ogletree  House  and  the  School  of  Accountancy 
Advisory  Board. 

Riley  is  married  to  Robert  C.  Riley  Jr.,  of  Sumrall. 
Their  sons,  Zach  and  Blake,  are  Southern  Miss  stu- 
dents. The  family  are  members  of  Rocky  Branch  Baptist 
Church,  where  Susan  serves  as  a  member  of  the  person- 
nel committee. 

Joe  Sullivan  '92 

Joe  Sullivan  was  an  active  student 
while  getting  his  degree  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
and  he  has  not  stopped  supporting 
the  University. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Sullivan 
was  a  member  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
Fraternity  and  The  Pnde  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band. 
He  may  live  in  Alabama,  but  Sullivan's  enthusiasm 
lor  the  University  is  evident.  He  has  held  various 
positions  in  the  Mobile,  Ala.,  Chapter  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  including  as  president. 

Sullivan  is  also  an  Eagle  Club  member,  cunently  serving 
as  the  district  director  of  the  Mobile  Area  Eagle  Club.  One 
of  his  duties  as  district  director  is  organizing  the  annual  golf 
tournament.  He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Alumni  Association  and  serves  on  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Board  of  Trustees  as  their  vice  president. 

He  comes  from  a  true  Black  and  Gold  family.  His 
parents,  Homer  '65  and  Billie  72,  78,  and  his  sisters 
Angela  Sullivan  Kilcrease  '90  and  Becky  Sullivan  '87  are 
Southern  Miss  graduates. 

Sullivan  works  at  Will  &  Pierce  Agency  in  Daphne, 
Ala.  He  and  his  wife,  Erin  '92,  live  in  Fairhope,  Ala., 
with  their  daughter  Carrie. 

CONTINUOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

B  Robert  Ingram  70,  71 
As  a  past  president  and  Life 
|  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
Robert  Ingram's  love  and  dedica- 
tion to  the  University  comes  as  no 
surprise. 
Ingram  has  more  than  30  years 
of  diversified,  comprehensive  eco- 
nomic development  experience  m  both  the  public  and 
private  sectors.  He  has  been  a  senior  business  developer 
and  commercial  lending  officer  in  a  major  financial 
institution,  worked  in  economic  development  for  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  has  created  a  comprehensive 
county  economic  development  agency.  Ingram  also 
served  as  mayor  of  the  City  of  McComb  where  he  both 
reorganized  local  government  and  helped  consolidate 
local  economic  development  agencies.  Previously,  he 
served  as  the  economic  development  assistant  to  the 
president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
He  currently  serves  as  director  of  the  Baldwin  County 
Economic  Development  Alliance. 

The  Association  previously  honored  Ingram  with 


the  Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  Award  in  1984  and 
inducted  him  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1997. 
Ingram  is  an  Eagle  Club  member  and  previously  served 
on  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation's 
board  of  directors. 

He  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  live  in  Foley,  Ala.  The 
couple  has  two  children. 

Ed  Langton  70 

Ed  Langton  is  currendy  chairman 
of  the  board  and  CEO  for  Grand  Bank 
of  Hattiesburg.  He  is  also  the  founder, 
chairman  and  CEO  of  Mortgage 
Funding  Corporation,  and  is  founder 
and  chairman  of  IF-I  Foundation,  a 
nonprofit  chantable  foundation. 
Langton's  dedication  to  the  University7  is  long-stand- 
ing. He  has  served  as  president  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
Langton  has  also  served  as  president  and  director  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation, 
where  he  served  on  the  nomination  and  bylaw  commit- 
tees, the  executive  committee  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Honor  Club.  Also,  he  is  a  director  and  past  chairman  of 
the  advisory  board  of  the  DuBard  School  for  Language 
Disorders  and  has  been  its  fund-raising  campaign  chair- 
man since  1990. 

The  Association  previously  honored  Langton  when  he 
was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  2001. 

In  addition,  he  served  in  the  United  States  Army  as 
a  first  lieutenant. 

Langton  and  his  wife,  Lynda  75,  are  life  Members  of 
the  Association.  The  couple  has  two  children.  Lance  and 
Lauren.  They  attend  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

I  Randy  Pope  73 

Moran  M.  Randy"  Pope  Ill's 
dedication  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  has  remained 
steadv-  since  his  time  as  a  suident 
on  campus. 

As  a  student  at  Southern  Miss, 
he  was  president  of  the  Sophomore 
class,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa  and  InterYarsitv  Christian 
Fellowship.  Pope  was  also  a  member  of  the  Student 
Senate  and  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity. 

After  graduation.  Pope  earned  a  law  degree  and 
returned  to  Hattiesburg.  where  he  has  practiced  law 
since  1979  with  Ins  father.  Moran  Pope  Jr.,  m  the  firm 
of  Pope  &  Pope.  PA. 

He  his  served  .is  president  of  both  the  Southern  Miss 
.Alumni  Association  and  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation.  He  his  also  served  .is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  N  liss  Athletic  Foundation's  b 
directors.  He  currently  chairs  die  building  committee 
oi  the  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of 
Ogletree  House  and  he  has  served  and  is  currenth  sen- 
ins  on  a  number  of  committees  of  both  die  For.:  \ 
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and  the  Alumni  Association.  The  Association  previously 
recognized  Pope  by  inducting  him  into  the  Alumni  Hall 
ofFamein2001. 

Pope  and  his  wife,  Kathy  Cook  74,  are  life  Members 
of  the  Association.  The  couple  has  two  daughters,  Lucy 
Schultze  '01  and  Valene  Nicholson  of  Jackson. 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  AWARD 

Richard  L  Jones 

Through  his  work  with  the 
Area  Development  Partnership, 
Hattiesburg  business  owner  Richard 
L  Jones  has  helped  bring  Southern 
Miss  to  a  new  level. 

The  Hattiesburg  native  was  the 
recent  past  chairman  of  the  Area 
Development  Partnership  and  he  currently  serves  as 
one  of  its  executive  officers.  In  his  former  role,  Jones 
brought  Southern  Miss  and  area  businesses  together  to 
unite  the  campus  and  town. 

Jones  is  president  of  R.  Jones  &  Associates  and  its 
subsidianes,  Group  Travel  Management  Service,  R. 
Jones  Shuttle  &  Limousine  Service  and  Professional 
Building  Service.  He  has  also  served  as  transportation 
consultant  for  more  than  20  years.  Jones  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club. 

His  collegiate  career  included  studying  at  Tennessee 

A&I  University,  Texas  Southern  University,  Tuskegee 

University  and  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Jones  and  his  wife,  Annie,  live  in  Hattiesburg.  They 

have  two  sons,  Kelvin  and  Richard. 

Doug  and  Lynn  McLelland  10 

Doug  and  Lynn  McLelland 
[  have  never  tired  of  giving  their 
time  to  the  University 

Lynn,  a  native  of  Bay  Springs, 
transferred  to  Southern  Miss  after 
;  receiving  her  associate's  degree 
from  Jones  Junior  College.  Since 
graduation,  she  has  dedicated  much  of  her  life  to  the 
University  Previously,  she  served  as  senior  secretary 
to  the  late  Powell  Ogletree  and  secretary  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  department  of  radio,  television  and  film. 
Currently  she  is  the  executive  assistant  to  the  director 
of  athletics,  a  position  she  has  held  since  1983  and 
through  five  different  directors.  She  also  serves  as  the 
M-Club  secretary,  a  role  she  has  filled  since  1986. 

Lynn  has  served  on  and  chaired  a  number  of 
committees  during  her  time  at  Southern  Miss,  includ- 
ing the  Staff  Excellence  Awards  Committee,  Southern 
Miss  Women's  Club,  Southern  Miss  Transportation 
Committee,  Presidential  Search  Committee  and  four 
terms  on  the  Staff  Council. 

Doug,  a  Hattiesburg  native,  is  the  president  of 
McLelland  TV  Company,  Inc.  He  has  received  a  number 
of  awards  for  his  business  acumen,  including  the  2003 
Integrity  Award  from  the  Mississippi  Better  Business 


Bureau.  His  company  provides  television  and  satellite 
service  for  the  Southern  Miss  ISP  Eagle  Village,  a  hospi- 
tality area  for  Southern  Miss  Athletics  supporters. 

On  campus,  Doug  was  named  the  Southern  Miss 
Kappa  Delta  Father  of  the  Year  in  1995  and  the  Southern 
Miss  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  Dad  of  the  Year  in  1996. 

The  McLellands  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  members  of  the  Eagle  Club.  They  have 
two  children,  Sarah  '96,  '97  and  Brian  '99.  Both  chil- 
dren are  also  Life  Members  of  the  Association. 

OUTSTANDING  YOUNG  ALUMNUS  AWARD 

a  Dean  Bertram  '92,  '94 
Ongmally  from  Ghent,  N.Y, 
!  Dean  Bertram  has  made  Hattiesburg 
land  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  his  home  since  he  grad- 
uated high  school  in  1988. 

While  obtaining  both  his  bache- 
lor's and  master's  degrees  in  admin- 
istration of  justice,  Bertram  served  many  offices  as  a 
member  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity,  including 
resident  educational  advisor.  The  fraternity  honored 
Bertram  as  Alumni  of  the  Year  in  1994. 

Some  of  Bertram's  greatest  contributions  have  been 
to  the  University,  where  he  has  helped  advance  the 
study  of  forensic  science.  He  is  currently  in  his  13th  year 
as  an  instructor  of  forensic  science.  One  of  his  projects 
is  the  Forensic  Science  Seminar  at  Sea  Program,  which 
is  in  its  third  year  at  Southern  Miss.  The  program  is  an 
innovative  way  of  helping  forensic  science  and  criminal 
justice  students  leam  their  craft  and  gain  credit  while 
sailing  on  the  ocean.  He  is  also  the  principle  investigator 
for  a  $2  million  Forensic  Science  Initiative  Grant  that 
was  awarded  in  September  2006. 

Professionally,  Bertram  is  the  president  of  KDL 
Solutions  (a  Mississippi  University  Research  Authonty 
Company).  The  company  was  born  out  of  a  patent 
developed  by  Forrest  General  Histologist  Kimberly 
Wright  and  Bertram.  He  is  the  chairman  of  the  Colleges 
and  University  Issues  Committee  of  the  International 
Association  of  Identification. 

Bertram  is  a  life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
a  member  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  Honor  Club  and  the  Eagle  Club. 

Dean  is  married  to  the  former  Jennifer  Kirkwood  '02 
of  Greene  County  The  couple  has  two  children,  Stella 
and  Lillie.  They  reside  in  Lamar  County 

FRIEND  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  AWARD 

Lt.  Governor  Amy  Tuck 

Lt.  Governor  Amy  Tuck's  work 

in  Jackson  has  helped  educators 

^■across  the  state,  including  those 

.   ^|  at    rhe    I  niversity  of  Southern 

Mississippi 

^B      Tuck  began  her  career  as  a  public 
servant  in  1990  when  voters  elected 
her  to  the  Mississippi  State  Senate  and  later  she  admin- 


istered the  day-to-day  business  operation  of  the  state 
Senate  as  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

She  was  elected  Lt.  Governor  in  1999  and  re-elected 
in  2003. 

As  a  policy  maker,  she  is  a  powerful  advocate  for 
public  education.  Her  efforts  resulted  in  a  historic 
teacher  pay  package  that  raised  teacher  salaries  to  the 
Southeastern  average.  She  combined  this  plan  with 
strong  accountability  measures,  believing  that  higher 
teacher  pay  and  stronger  accountability  are  inseparable. 

As  a  leader,  Lt.  Governor  Tuck  pushed  a  series  of  civil 
justice  reforms  to  restore  balance  to  our  judicial  system, 
ensuring  access  to  healthcare  and  protecting  small  busi- 
ness owners  form  frivolous  lawsuits. 

As  lieutenant  governor,  Amy  Tuck  has  overseen 
some  of  the  toughest  budget  times  in  recent  years.  She 
has  led  the  legislature  to  expand  funding  for  teachers 
and  education,  holding  other  line  items  stable  while  not 
increasing  taxes.  She  alternates  as  chair  and  vice  chair  of 
the  Joint  Legislative  Budget  Committee,  the  body  that 
crafts  the  state's  budget. 

MERITORIOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

Ralph  Simmons  '54 

After  more  than  50  years  of  asso- 
ciation with  the  University,  Ralph 
Simmons'  dedication  to  Southern 
Miss  is  a  strong  as  ever. 

Simmons  has  contributed  to 
numerous  scholarship  funds  and 
special  projects  at  the  University,  as 
well  as  establishing  endowments  himself.  He  has  also 
been  generous  with  his  time,  serving  on  university  and 
community  boards  and  in  organizations  to  promote  the 
well-being  of  others. 

As  an  alumnus,  Simmons  has  served  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation.  He  was  president 
of  the  Association  in  1975  and  currendy  serves  on 
the  Publications  Board.  Simmons  is  a  member  of  the 
Eagle  Club,  the  President's  Circle  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  Honor  Club  and 
serves  on  the  Foundation's  Investment  Committee.  He 
also  serves  on  the  Mississippi  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  Inter-Alumni  Council. 

Simmons  was  previously  recognized  by  the 
Association  with  an  Outstanding  Service  Award  in 
1973,  a  Continuous  Service  Award  in  1981  and  he  was 
inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1987. 

Recently,  Simmons  became  a  Special  Gift  Donor  to 
the  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the 
Ogletree  House.  As  a  result,  the  kitchen  will  be  named 
the  Ralph  T.  Simmons  and  Linnie  Cockrell  Simmons 
Kitchen  in  honor  of  Simmons  and  his  mother.  He 
also  serves  on  the  Committee  for  the  Restoration  and 
Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House. 

Simmons  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association.  He  is 
retired  from  Sunbeam-Oster  and  lives  in  Laurel. 
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Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola's  Brad  Brian,  left,  and  Shell  Finish 
Line's  Will  Martens  present  a  check  for  the  proceeds  of 
the  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  to  Bob  Pierce,  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  extends  its  gratitude  and 
appreciation  to  the  sponsors  and  participants 
of  the  2006  Shell  Finish  Line  /  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament.  This 
tournament  marked  the  eighth  consecutive 
year  with  major  corporate  sponsorship  and  was 
the  second  Alumni  Association  tournament 
to  be  played  at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club  in 
Hattiesburg. 

The  tournament  featured  more  than  100 
golfers  and  51  sponsors.  As  a  result  of  the 
tremendous  showing  of  support,  the  Alumni 
Association  was  able  to  make  a  one-time 
$10,000  contribution  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign.  The  contribution  will  assist  efforts 
to  finance  a  $3  million  project  which  will 
restore  and  expand  the  Association's  home  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 


V 


coM|NG     SCHO^ 


As  has  been  stated  many  times  before,  there 
has  never  been  a  better  time  to  be  a  part 
of  Southern  Miss.  The  success  of  the  2006 
Shell  Finish  Line  /  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  is  just  one  more  reason  why  it 
is  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle.  We  hope  to  see  you  next  year  for 
our  Homecoming  tournament. 
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Under  the  Microscope: 

A  View  of  I.  Fred  Walker 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 


In  this  1927  photo.    Walker  was  a 
new  faculty  member.  (Neka  Canton) 


On  September  8,  1926,  science  pro- 
fessor James  Frederick  (J.  Fred)  Walker 
and  librarian  Anna  Margaret  Roberts 
arrived  almost  simultaneously  in  the 
office  of  State  Teachers  College  President 
Joe  Cook.  From  that  point,  there  was  a 
lingering  debate  between  the  two  as 
to  who  was  hired  first.  We  may  never 
be  able  to  resolve  that  issue,  but  since 
tribute  was  paid  to  Miss  Roberts  in  a 
previous  article,  it  is  only  fair  that  we 
give  Dr.  Walker  his  turn  "under  the 
microscope." 

James  Frederick  Walker  was  born 
July  30,  1904,  in  Riverton,  Ala.,  but  his 
family  moved  to  Tishomingo  County, 
Miss.,  in  about  1907.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Middleton, 
Tenn.,  and  graduated  from  Pontotoc 
High  School  in  Pontotoc,  Miss.  After 
high  school,  he  attended  Chickasaw 
College,  a  small  church-related  school 
in  Pontotoc,  for  a  year,  and"  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
where  he  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
1926.  Shortly  thereafter,  he  arrived  in 
Hattiesburg  to  begin  a  long  and  impres- 

■*.    ,«-,-,  .,  .    „  ,       ,   j   sive  career  in  science.     Before  his  first 

The  1927  Neka  Camon  described 

Beulah  Mildred  Lewis,  the  future  year  was  complete,  he  had  met  his  future 

Mrs.  J.  Fred  Walker,  Lewis  as  "one  mfe  Mlss  Beulah  Mildred  Lewis,  a  senior 
of  the  attractions  of  the  S.  T.  C.  _  _      .  _   .,  ,,._.,-%       -,-, 

campus."  (Neka  Camon)  at  State  Teachers  College  (STC).     The 

1927  yearbook,  Neka  Camon,  describes 
Miss  Lewis  as  "one  of  the  attractions  of  the  S.  T  C.  campus."  Mildred 
and  Fred  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  James  Frederick  Walker  Jr. 

Walker  earned  a  masters  degree  in  zoology  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  1931,  and  a  Ph.D  from  the  University  of  Iowa  in 
1935.  He  also  studied  and  conducted  research  at  Yale  University,  the 
University  of  Miami,  and  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles. 

In  1926  the  Science  Department  at  STC  consisted  of  Walker  and 
Mr.  O.  V  Austin.  The  department  was  located  on  the  third  floor  of 
Southern  Hall,  and  lab  equipment  was  limited  to  six  old  microscopes 
and  very  little  else.  One  might  say  that  Walker  got  in  on  the  ground 
floor  when  it  came  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  depart- 
ment. Over  the  course  of  his  career,  he  taught  botany,  zoology,  biol- 
ogy, chemistry,  and  physics.  In  the  midst  of  World  War  II,  Walker 
took  a  three-year  sabbatical,  during  which  he  taught  at  the  Boston 


Naval  Aviation  School,  the  Navy's  pre-flight  school  at  the  University 
of  Iowa,  and  at  what  is  now  the  College  of  Medicine  at  the  University 
of  California,  Irvine  (then  located  in  Los  Angeles). 

In  1946  he  attended  the  School  of  Alcohol  Studies  at  Yale,  which 
he  termed  one  of  the  "most  wonderful  intellectual  treats"  of  his  life. 
He  subsequently  established  a  class  at  USM  patterned  after  the  one  at 
Yale,  and  it  was  offered  until  about  1959.  He  organized  and  became 
the  first  chairman  of  the  Biology  Department  in  1946,  a  position  he 
held  until  1968,  when  he  was  named  Associate  Dean  of  Sciences. 
He  was  involved  in  establishing  the  University's  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  (GCRL)  in  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  and  taught  several  cours- 
es in  marine  biology  there.  According  to  his  oral  history  interview, 
GCRL's  first  real  home  was  a  two-story  mansion  next  to  Magnolia 
State  Park  that  was  purchased  from  the  editor  of  Esquire  magazine  in 
1948  or  1949.  The  "Esquire  House,"  situated  on  39  acres  of  ground, 
was  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Camille  in  1969. 

In  1959  the  Science  Department  moved  into  its  own  building.  At 
the  time,  Walker  predicted  it  would  not  be  adequate  to  support  future 
growth,  and  a  second  science  building  would  soon  be  needed.  He 
was  right,  and  some  10  years  later,  Johnson  Science  Tower  was  built. 

Dr.  Walker  organized  and  served  as  faculty  advisor  for  the  first 
national  honor  society  at  USM,  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta,  the  national  pre- 


Walker,  above  teaching  a  biology  class,  studied  and  conducted  research  at  Yale 
University,  the  University  of  Miami,  and  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles, 
among  other  institutions.  (Southerner,  1947) 
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Over  the  course  of  his  career,  Walker,  third  from  left  receiving  a  grant  for  pollution 
research  in  1966,  taught  botany,  zoology,  biology,  chemistry  and  physics. 

medical  honor  society.  Along  with  William  Barksdale,  he  co-estab- 
lished the  first  honor  leadership  society  on  campus,  Pi  Tau,  which  later 
became  Omicron  Delta  Kappa.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  (AAAS)  and  the  Mississippi 
Academy  of  Science.  Honors  bestowed  on  him  include  naming  of 
Walker  Science  Building  (1968),  selection  as  Distinguished  Professor  of 
the  Year  (1972)  and  designation  as  Distinguished  University  Professor, 
the  highest  honor  for  a  USM  faculty  member  (1973). 

Apart  from  his  role  as  science  professor,  Dr.  Walker  was  deeply 
involved  in  community  activities.  He  taught  adult  Sunday  school 
classes  at  Court  Street  Methodist  Church,  Parkway  Heights  Methodist 
Church,  and  Main  Street  Methodist  Church.  For  about  30  years,  he 
taught  the  Builders  Sunday  School  Class  at  Parkway  Heights,  which 
at  one  time  had  close  to  100  members.  During  the  late  1960s  he 
was  a  member  of  a  local  inter- racial  community  action  program,  "the 
Poverty  Program,"  and  later  served  as  president  of  the  organization. 

Dr.  Walker  termed  the  spring  of  1974  as  the  season  that  provided 
both  the  high  and  low  experiences  of  his  career.  He  retired  in  June  of 
that  year,  but  two  weeks  after  his  retirement  banquet,  his  wife  Mildred 
died.  Retaining  an  office  at  USM  after  retiring  helped  him  cope  with 
his  loss.  He  said,  "If  I  hadn't  had  this  retreat  to  come  to,  I  don't  know 
what  I  would  have  done."  Dr.  Walker  died  on  February  26,  1989.  He 
is  interred  in  Roseland  Park  Cemetery  in  Hattiesburg. 

J.  Fred  Walker  was  first  and  foremost  a  teacher.  It  has  been  said  that 
he  frequently  became  so  interested  in  his  subject  matter  that  his  classes 
ran  overtime.  One  day,  some  students  brought  an  alarm  clock  to  class 
to  remind  him  of  the  time  limit.  (Indications  are  that  the  hint  was  taken 
in  good  spirit.)  In  the  final  analysis,  the  scope  of  his  influence  is  best 
reflected  in  the  observations  of  several  of  his  peers  after  his  death: 

•  "His  contributions  to  the  University  were  immense.  I  think  he 
wanted  the  most  from  the  people  in  Mississippi.  That's  why  he 
stayed  here  when  he  could  have  taught  anywhere."  (Dr.  Sam 
Rosso,  biology  professor) 

•  "He  worked  very  hard  to  challenge  you  and  had  a  tendency  to 
demand  the  best  and  the  most  out  of  people.  He  was  kind  of  hard 
on  you,  but  like  a  good  coach,  he  instilled  quality  in  his  students." 
(Dr.  B.  J.  Martin,  biology  chair,  and  former  Walker  student) 


Above,  Walker  is  pictured  at  the  dedication  of  the  Walker  Science  Building  in  1968. 

•  "Dr.  Walker  is  responsible  for  establishing  and  building  the 
Biology  Department  here."  (Dr.  J.  W  Cliburn,  biology  professor 
and  former  Walker  student) 

•  "He  was  known  for  rigorous  academic  standards.  His  students 
respected  him,  and  those  who  met  his  high  expectations  gained  a 
lifelong  friend  and  mentor."  (Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  president  emeri- 
tus of  the  University) 

*  The  next  topic  of  discussion  in  this  space  will  be  former  art 
instructor,  Miss  Annie  Louise  D'Olive. 


Walker  was  instrumental  in  the  creation  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory. 
Above,  J.  Y.  Christmas,  left,  and  Walker,  right,  inspect  a  giant  shrimp. 
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Paralyzed  Student  Performs 
With  The  Pride 


The  spirited  aura  of 
Homecoming  saturated 
the  foreheads  of  the 
245  members  of  The 
Pride  of  Mississippi 
marching  band  as  they 
perspired  through 
more  than  two  hours  of 
meticulous  sequences 
during  practice. 

But  for  21 -year-old 
Adam  Wiseman,  who 
rolled  out  on  the  field 
in  his  wheelchair  for 
his  first-ever  halftime 
performance  this  year, 
every  drop  of  symphon- 
ic sweat  symbolizes  his 
enduring  resolve  to  be 
active  in  all  of  life's 
adventures. 

Wiseman  was  born 
with  Spina  Bifida,  a  birth 
defect  in  which  part 
of    the    spinal    column 

doesn't  form  correctly  usually  resulting  in  paralysis.  He  received  his 
first  wheelchair  at  age  3,  learning  early  on  that  being  paralyzed  doesn't 
mean  being  disabled. 

"There  are  some  people  in  this  world  who  truly  are  disabled  and 
need  others  to  take  care  of  them,"  Wiseman  said,  watching  the  waves 
of  purple  flags  whirl  through  the  air  during  a  color  guard  drill  at  Pride 
Field.  "But  I'm  not  one  of  those  people.  I  was  raised  to  be  independent, 
and  I  know  that  you  can't  rely  on  others  to  do  everything  for  you." 

Wiseman  first  became  interested  in  playing  the  clarinet  after 
watching  his  brother  perform  in  after-school  rehearsals  at  Oak 
Grove  High  School.  Taking  a  cue  from  his  brother,  he  picked  up  the 
harmonic  woodwind  in  sixth  grade  and  hasn't  put  it  down  since. 

He  brought  it  with  him  to  Jones  County  Junior  College,  where 
he  learned  how  to  conquer  one  of  his  favorite  pieces,  "Symphonic 
Dance  No.  3,"  a  complicated  Latin  concerto  filled  with  fiesta-style 
rhythms  and  vivid  tonal  sonorities. 

He  then  transferred  to  Southern  Miss  in  August  after  attend- 
ing the  Pride's  summer  band  camp  where  he  met  with  director 


Adam  Wiseman,  a  junior  management  information  systems  major  from  Hattiesburg,  plays  with  the  The  Pride  of 
Mississippi  marching  band  at  a  post-game  concert  for  the  Green  Bay  Packers  at  Lambeau  Field. 


Dr.  Reginald  Houze, 
who  was  grabbed  by 
Wiseman's  sharp  music 
reading  ability  and 
skillful  technique.  But 
it  was  his  unwavering, 
upbeat  approach  that 
impressed  Houze  the 
most. 

"The  thing  that  really 
stands  out  about  Adam 
is   the   positive   energy 
he  brings  to  the  ensem- 
ble," Houze  said.   "We 
have    been    rehearsing 
four   days   a   week   in 
scorching  temperatures 
sometimes,  but  no  mat- 
ter how  bad  it  gets,  I 
never  see  him  when  he 
is  not  smiling.    And  1 
think    the    other   band 
members   around   him 
feed  off  of  that  energy." 
When  he  is  not  roll- 
ing out  on  the  practice  field  with  his  clarinet — a  rigorous  routine 
that  never  gets  old,  says  Wiseman — he  is  reeling  up  to  the  foul  line 
with  his  bowling  ball. 

Performing  in  a  rousing  15-minute  halftime  celebration  in  front 
of  thousands  of  roaring  fans  may  seem  like  light  work  for  someone 
who  won  first  place  in  the  team  championship  of  the  Mississippi 
State  Junior  Bowling  Tournament  in  2000  without  ever  leaving  his 
seat.  A  member  of  the  Hub  Lanes  Thursday  night  league,  he  bowled 
a  224  on  his  18th  birthday;  his  bedroom  dresser  is  a  pier  of  shim- 
mering trophies. 

Wiseman,  who  also  plays  wheelchair  rugby  and  basketball,  asserts 
that  people  who  have  physical  disabilities  shouldn't  go  through  life 
avoiding  challenges  because  they  are  afraid  of  failure. 

"The  way  I  see  it,  I  can  do  just  about  anything  that  anyone  else 
can  do  except  walk  up  stairs,"  he  said.  "I  enjoy  normal  everyday 
activities  like  playing  music,  bowling  and  playing  basketball.  When 
another  person  in  a  wheelchair  sees  the  way  I  live,  they  might  think, 
'check  this  guy  out.   If  he  can  do  it,  I  can  do  it.'" 
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MESSAGEFROMTHEPRESIDENT 


Dear  Southern  Miss  Alumni, 

The  period  of  the  2005-2006  fiscal  year  and  the  five  months  since  has  in- 
deed been  a  positive  one  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association.  While  there  are  always  challenges  to  be  faced,  the  volunteer  lead- 
ership and  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  have  continued  to 
work  in  the  best  interests  of  our  alumni  and  our  University  as  a  whole. 


We  have  accomplished  a  great  deal  over  the  past  17  months,  and  we  have 
even  more  planned  for  the  three  and  a  half  years  that  will  lead  us  to  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
University  in  2010.  While  I  cannot  cover  all  of  the  initiatives  here,  I  would  like  to  highlight  a 
few,  for  there  is  much  for  which  we  should  be  proud. 

•  In  support  of  our  alumni  impacted  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  Alumni  Association  waived 
annual  dues  for  more  than  200  of  our  alumni  members  last  year  and  paid  to  replace  more 
than  700  diplomas  at  no  charge  to  alumni. 

•  We  reinitiated  the  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  in 
January  2006,  and  thanks  to  many  gifts,  including  the  recent  $225,000  commitment  from 
Bill  Phalen  of  Scottsdale,  Ariz. ,  we  have  now  surpassed  more  than  60  percent  of  our  $3  mil- 
lion goal  with  $1.8  million  committed  to  this  important  project.  We  are  appreciative  of  Dr. 
Aubrey  Lucas  and  Ms.  Lou  Ann  Poynter  for  their  leadership  of  this  campaign.  If  you  have 
not  yet  made  a  gift  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  we  hope  you  will  do  so  in  the  coming 
months. 

•  Last  December,  all  88,000  Southern  Miss  alumni  of  record  received  the  first  Alumni 
Association's  Annual  Report.  This  publication  proved  to  be  a  great  success  for  the 
Association. 

•  This  past  year,  we  launched  the  Constituent  Society  program  with  great  anticipation.  We 
now  have  five  societies  in  place,  including  Law,  Accounting,  Economic  Development,  Mi- 
nority, and  Nursing. 

•  The  Alumni  Association,  in  conjunction  with  the  University  Administration,  created  the 
Southern  Miss  100,  a  group  of  influential  alumni  that  will  serve  as  ambassadors  and  legisla- 
tive advocates  on  behalf  of  Southern  Miss.  This  group  met  for  the  first  time  on  Nov.  17. 

•  We  have  implemented  a  program  to  thank  and  recognize  long-term  annual  members  of  the 
Association  in  two  ways.  First,  for  all  alumni  who  have  paid  annual  dues  for  more  than  20 
years,  a  $100  discount  off  of  a  Life  Membership  is  now  available.  Second,  for  those  who 
have  paid  dues  annually  for  more  than  50  years,  we  are  now  honoring  those  loyal  alumni 
with  a  complimentary  Golden  Life  Membership.  Both  programs  have  received  a  very  posi- 
tive response. 

•  We  are  on  the  front  edge  of  a  national  search  for  our  next  University  president.  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  the  Alumni  Association  has  been  ahead  of  the  curve  in  doing  its  part  to  ensure 
the  best  process  possible  for  the  selection  of  our  next  president.  The  Presidential  Transi- 
tion Team,  appointed  by  Danny  Mitchell  in  May  2006  and  co-chaired  by  Phil  Bryant  and 
Rex  Kelly,  has  been  hard  at  work  for  months,  and  the  labors  of  this  committee  are  bearing 
fruit  as  we  expect  a  positive  and  productive  search  process.  You  can  monitor  the  Alumni 
Association's  involvement  in  the  search  process  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com/ptt. 

•  Finally,  none  of  these  accomplishments  would  be  possible  without  the  existence  of  a  long- 
term  strategic  plan.  An  updated  version  of  our  five-year  strategic  overview  was  adopted  by 
our  Board  of  Directors  last  year  to  carry  us  forward  as  an  organization  through  the  Centen- 
nial Celebration  of  the  University  in  2010.  I  encourage  you  to  take  a  look  at  where  we  are 
headed  by  reviewing  the  Strategic  Overview  on  the  Web  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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As  you  can  see,  the  Association  is  growing  and  making  an  impact  on  our  beloved  Alma  Mater.  Let 
me  remind  you  that  we  can  only  continue  this  progress  with  your  support  and  involvement.  South- 
ern Miss  is  on  the  threshold  of  reaching  its  full  potential,  and  the  Alumni  Association  is  contributing 
to  that  success.  Thank  you  for  all  you  do  to  support  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


W.  CQ^dtnoMj 


j^  This  Annual  Report  is  intended  to  offer  a 

brief  glimpse  into  the  Associations  programs  and 

initiatives.  Additional  information  on  many  of  these 

items  can  be  found  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

Items  marked  include  details  on  how  to  access 

such  information  online. 


Front  cover: 

An  artist's  rendering  of  the  proposed  Ogletree  House 
from  the  northwest  corner,  featuring  the  Phalen 
Courtyard. 


TRADITION 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  FOLLOWING  CLEAR  PATH  TO  SUCCESS 


—  ,evoted  to  promoting  and  preserving  The  University  of  Southern 
J  (Mississippi,  the  Alumni  Association  has  consistently  worked  to  cre- 

/ate  a  sense  of  excitement  and  expectancy  regarding  the  Southern 

Miss  experience.  While  this  includes  promoting  the  University's  history 
traditions  and  successes  through  publications  such  as  The  Talon  and  events 
such  as  the  painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk  and  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  banquet, 
a  comprehensive  plan  first  established  by  alumni  leaders  in  2004  marks  an 
aggressive  path  to  success  for  the  Association.  In  subsequent  years,  the  over- 
all mission  has  been  updated  to  maintain  a  five-year  strategic  overview  to  aid 
in  decision  making  for  the  future  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

In  2006,  the  Alumni  Association  continued  its  efforts  to  raise  funds  to 
completely  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree  House,  which  houses  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Association  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Launched  initially 
in  July  2005,  the  campaign  was  suspended  following  Hurricane  Katrina 
and  resumed  in  2006.  Through  November,  the  Association  had  received 
more  than  $1.8  million  in  gifts  and  commitments  to  the  campaign,  more 
than  60  percent  of  the  the  $3  million  fund-raising  goal.  Also  this  year,  the 
Association  has  launched  a  public  effort  to  assist  the  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  Board  of  Trustees  (IHL)  and  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education 
Tom  Meredith  in  their  search  for  a  new  president  of  the  University  In  addi- 
tion, the  results  of  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  Association's  field  opera- 
tions led  to  the  creation  of  the  Alumni  Ambassador  and  Constituent  Society 
initiatives.  Constituent  societies  are  groups  based  on  professional  or  special 
interests  and  five  societies  have  already  been  established-accounting,  eco- 
nomic development,  law,  minority  and  nursing.  Alumni  ambassadors  serve 
as  liaisons  for  the  University  and  Alumni  Association  to  alumni  in  geo- 
graphic areas.  The  programs  complement  already  established  geographic 
alumni  chapters. 

Other  Alumni  Association  accomplishments  since  the  strategic  overview 
was  adopted  by  the  Association's  board  of  directors  in  2004  include 

•  Improved  organization  and  more  frequent  communication 
between  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  USM  Foundation  and 
Athletic  Foundation  to  foster  inclusion  and  collaboration 

•  The  initiation  of  a  focused  effort  to  create  an  administrative  posi- 
tion in  the  information  services  area  to  increase  the  accuracy  and 
efficiency  of  database  software 

•  The  publication  of  the  first  Alumni  Association  Annual  Report 
with  distribution  to  all  88,000  Southern  Miss  alumni-of-record 

•  Refinement  of  the  Association's  communication  vehicles  includ- 
ing a  redesign  and  functional  upgrade  of  SouthernMissAlumni. 
com;  the  issuance  of  an  electronic  thank  you  card  to  members 
and  electronic  solicitation  card  to  non-members;  improvements 


The  Ogletree  House  Campaign  Committee  continued  its  work  in  2006.  The  campaign 
has  exceeded  60  percent  of  its  $3  million  goal. 

in  the  monthly  e-newsletter,  Alumni  Mail;  and  a  complete  re- 
design of  the  semi-annual  newsletter,  Southern  Miss  Connections 

•  The  successful  re-establishment  of  the  Golden  Grad  Weekend  to  honor 
and  reunite  Southern  Miss  graduates  at  least  50  years  from  graduation 

•  The  successful  implementation  of  a  program  to  recognize  those 
alumni  who  have  been  loyal  in  the  payment  of  annual  dues.  The 
program  awards  complimentary  Golden  Life  Memberships  to 
those  alumni  who  have  paid  annual  dues  more  than  50  years  and 
a  $100  discount  off  of  a  Life  Membership  to  those  alumni  who 
have  paid  annual  dues  between  20  and  49  years. 

While  taking  pride  in  its  accomplishments,  the  Association  is 
already  working  toward  additional  goals  outlined  in  the  strategic 
overview.  Highlighting  the  Association's  objectives  for  2006-2010,  as 
outlined  in  the  organization's  strategic  overview  are 

•  Fully  executing  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  /  Restoration  and 
Expansion  Project 

•  Assisting  the  IHL  in  the  University's  presidential  transition 

•  Taking  a  lead  role  in  the  planning  and  execution  of  the  centennial 
celebration  of  2010 

•  Increasing  annual  and  Life  Memberships,  4  percent  and  7  per- 
cent, respectively 

•  Implementing  a  state -wide  network  of  influential  alumni  to  serve 
as  ambassadors  and  advocates  for  Southern  Miss 

•  Developing  a  comprehensive  branding  plan,  including  visual 
identification. 


In  addition,  the  Association  plans  to  continue  evaluating  its  alumni 
database  and  information  services  capabilities  in  order  to  maximize 
effectiveness. 

"Our  volunteer  leadership  has  been  nothing  short  of  outstanding,"  said 
Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "They  have  pro- 
vided the  Association  with  an  ambitious  path  and  clear  goals  and  objec- 
tives that  will  guide  our  operations  into  the  next  decade  as  we  prepare  to 
celebrate  the  centennial  of  the  institution's  toundin^  in  2010." 


kL 


!l^  The  Association's  Strategic  0\  erview  can  be  read  in  full  at 

SouthemMissAlumni.com 

•  About  Us 

•  Strategic  Ove 


Corky  Palmer,  left,  was  one  of  seven  inductees  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  2006. 
Above,  Palmer  is  pictured  with  vice  president  for  Student  Affairs  Joe  Paul. 


PRIDE 


OGLETREE  HOUSE  CAMPAIGN  MOVING  AHEAD 


I — .  . — he  $3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  launched  in  July  2005 
by  the  Alumni  Association,  passed  60  percent  of  its  fund-rais- 

J    ing  goal  despite  a  suspension  of  fund-raising  efforts  for  three 
months  following  Hurricane  Katrina.  The  campaign  will  fund 
the  complete  restoration  and  expansion  of  the  home  for 
Southern  Miss  alumni  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  The 
Albert  and  Associates  Architects'  design  will  greatly 
expand  the  size  of  the  94-year-old  existing  structure, 
which  is  one  of  the  campus'  five  original  buildings, 
from  6,500  square  feet  to  approximately  12,000. 

"The  response  by  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University 
has  been  overwhelming,  said  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  cam- 
paign co-chair.  "By  participating  in  the  campaign  to 
restore  and  expand  this  beautiful  campus  landmark,  our 
supporters  are  not  only  honoring  the  legacy  of  our  dear 
friend  Powell  Ogletree,  but  they  are  also  investing  in  the  future 
of  the  University  and  the  Alumni  Association.  In  my  opinion,  that's 
quite  a  return  on  their  money."  Poynter,  along  with  her  husband  Louis, 
have  also  provided  the  campaign's  lead  gift. 


In  addition  to  the  Poynter  gift,  the  campaign  has  also  gained 
commitments    at    the    Major    Gift    Level    from    Bill    Phalen    of 
Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  as  well  as  Special  Gift  Level  commitments 
from  Ralph  Simmons  of  Laurel,  Thad  and  Gerry  Waites 
of  Hattiesburg,  Jimmy  and  Jo  Waites  of  Laurel  and 
Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren  of  Hattiesburg.     Gifts 
at  the  Lead,  Major,  Special,  Sponsor  and  Supporting 
Gift  levels  provide  the  contributors  with  a  naming 
opportunity  in  the  new  facility.  Additional  giving 
opportunities  are  available  as  are  $250  and  $500 
brick  pavers. 
The  Ogletree  House  is  named  for  Powell  Ogletree, 
who  in  three   decades   of  service   to   the  Alumni 
Association  built  it  into  one  of  the  top  alumni  associa- 
tions in  the  country. 

This  is  going  to  be  a  magnificent  facility  that  is  truly 
worthy  of  Powell's  name,  and  we  appreciate  everything  alumni 
and  friends  are  doing  to  make  our  dream  a  reality,"  said  co-chair 
Aubrey  Lucas,  who  also  is  president  emeritus  of  the  University. 


Lou  Ann  Poynter 


Aubrey  Lucas 


"By  participating  in  the  campaign  to  restore 

and  expand  this  beautiful  campus  landmark, 

our  supporters   are   not  only  honoring  the 

legacy  of  our  dear  friend  Powell  Ogletree,  but 

they  are  also  investing  in  the  future  of  the 

University  and  the  Alumni  Association.  In  my 

opinion,  that's  quite  a  return  on  their  money." 

Lou  Ann  Poynter 
Co-Chair,  Ogletree  House  Campaign 


Major  contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  were  featured  on  the  cover  of 
the  Summer  2006  edition  of  The  Talon. 


OGLETREE  HOUSE  CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTORS 

through  November  15,  2006  (Gifts  of  $1,000  or  more) 


Mandeville,  LA 
•  Kosciusko,  MS 
Hattiesburg,  MS 


LEAD  GIFT 

Lou  Ann  &  Louis  Poynter  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

MAJOR  GIFT 

Bill  Phalen  •  Scottsdale,  AZ 

SPECIAL  GIFTS 

Ralph  T.  Simmons  •  Laurel,  MS 

Jimmy  &  Jo  Waites  •  Laurel,  MS 

Thad  &  Gerry  Waites  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bonnie  &  Lawrence  Warren  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

SPONSOR  GIFTS 

Reed  Allison  •  Gulfport,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor,  Chancellor  Motor  Group  • 

Laurel,  MS 

Bobby  &  Betty  Chain  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor  •  Laurel,  MS 
Lamar  &  Joy  Gillespie  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Lester  &  Jan  Haddox  •  Columbia,  MS 
Curt  &  Virginia  Hebert 
Marlin  &  Nelma  Ivey  • 
Ed  &  Lynda  Langton 
Morgan  &  Angela  McCarty  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Bob  &  Judy  Mixon  •  Sumrall,  MS 
Lewis  &  Margie  Myrick  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Jim  Payne  •  Ridgeland,  MS 
Liz  &  Larry  Payne  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Son  Rhodes  •  Vancleave,  MS 
Robin  Robinson  •  Laurel,  MS 
Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Billy  Tom  Ward  •  Lena,  MS 

SUPPORTING  GIFT 

Mark  and  Pam  Cumbest  •  Moss  Point,  MS 

PLATINUM  PARTICIPATING  GIFTS 

Rosemary  &  Les  Aultman  •  Clinton,  MS 

Dick  &  Diane  Berry  •  Mobile,  AL 

Glen  &  Judy  Davis  •  Saraland,  AL 

Mark  &  Olga  Jackson  •  Destin,  FL 

Rex  &  Becky  Kelly  •  Gulfport,  MS 

Susan  &  Richard  Long  •  Jackson,  AL 

Aubrey  &  Ella  Lucas  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Danny  &  Patty  Mitchell  •  Brandon,  MS 

Jeffrey  &  Lynn  O'Keefe  •  Biloxi,  MS 

Bob  &  Kristi  Pierce  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Susan  &  Robert  Riley  •  Sumrall,  MS 

Ken  &  Carolyn  Shearer  •  Ridgeland,  MS 

GOLD  LEVEL  GIFTS 

Sarah  Joe  Dabbs  •  Quitman,  MS 

Lucy,  Jack  &  Walt  Denton  •  Biloxi,  MS 

Becky-Sue  Fitch  •  Louisville,  KY 

Krandell  &  Winnie  Howell  •  McComb,  MS 

Paige  &  Debbie  Howell  •  McComb,  MS 

Bob  &  Patricia  Jefcoat  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Paul  &  Georgie  McMullan  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Joe  &  Meg  Paul  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jack  &  Marsha  Peters  •  Lucedale,  MS 

Randy  &  Kathy  Pope  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 


Jason  &  Mary  Sanderson  •  Madison,  MS 

Ray  &  Jo  Anne  Sims  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  • 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

Martha  &  Tommy  Thornton  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bill  &  Penne  Ward  •  Mobile,  AL 

Larry  &  Carol  Watson  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

SILVER  LEVEL  GIFTS 

Spencer  &  B.J.  Adams  •  Mobile,  AL 

Dorrance  &  Carolyn  Aultman  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Brandon  Belote  •  Vienna,  VA 

Don  &  Patricia  Benefield  •  Gulfport,  MS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.C.  Bilbo  •  Jackson,  MS 

Annelle  Bonner  •  Waynesboro,  MS 

Judith  Bostwick  •  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

Phillip  Buckner  •  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Claude  Campbell  •  Franklin,  TN 

Robert  &  Joyce  Coghlan  •  Aberdeen,  MS 

Henry  Conn  •  Santa  Rosa  Beach,  FL 

Jams  Campbell  Cooper  •  Newton,  LA 

Arty  &  Heather  Creel  •  Franklin,  TN 

Jerry  &  Bethanie  DeFatta  •  Petal,  MS 

Don  &  Marilyn  Driskell  •  Brookhaven,  MS 

East  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  •  Meridlan,  MS 

Hattiesburg  Medical  Supply  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

David  Hosemann  •  Vicksburg,  MS 

Melanie  Hunsberger  •  Tupelo,  MS 

Jeff  &  Peggy  Johnson  •  Ames,  Iowa 

Frances  &  Ray  Karnes  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Earl  &  Bobbie  Marshall  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ralph  McDaniel  •  Ridgeland,  MS 

Raymond  &  Lois  McMullan  •  Ridgeland,  MS 

Tanya  &  William  Mearse  •  Houston,  TX 

Steve  Moore  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Frances  Ogletree  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Eugene  Owens  •  Laurel,  MS 

Moran  &  Yvonne  Pope  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Tom  &  Meg  Puckett  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Andy  &  Shannon  •  Reed  Naples,  FL 

Doug  &  Pam  Rouse  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Harry  &  Jan  Ruffin  •  Montrose,  AL 

Ron  &  Monica  Russell  •  Madison,  MS 

Ben  Samel  •  Hattiesburg.  MS 

Doug  &  Rhonda  Seidenburg  •  Laurel.  MS 

Roy  Smith  •  Sumrall.  MS 

Sylvia  &  William  Teasley  •  Canton.  GA 

Shelby  &  Shirley  Thames  •  Hattiesburg.  MS 

Jim  Thomas  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

JackTriggs  •  Hattiesburg.  MS 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foi  ndation  • 

Hattiesburg.  MS 

Benny  &  Pam  Waddle  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Sharon  Walker  •  Hattiesburg.  MS 

Ed  Williamson  •  Philadelphia.  MS 

Clymer  Wright  •  Houston.  TX 


%  More  information  about  the  ( 
House  Campaign  can  he  bund  at 

SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Ogletree  House  Campaig 


^% 


EXCELLENCE 


PRESIDENTIAL  TRANSITION 
TEAM  MEMBERS 


t- 


Hon.  Phil  Bryant  -  Co-chair 


k 


Mr.  Rex  Kelly  -  Co-chair 

Ms.  Ashley  Cangelosi 

Mr.  Max  Draughn 

Ms.  Sharon  Herrin 

Dr.  James  Hutto 

Mr.  Rickey  Jones 

Ms.  Wanda  Naylor 

Ms.  Christy  Pickering 

Mr.  Mike  Ratliff 

Dr.  Doug  Rouse 

Mr.  Dale  Shearer 

Chief  Justice  Jim  Smith 

Hon.  Jim  Thomas 

Dr.  Alvin  Williams 


ALUMNI  TEAM  TO  ASSIST 
PRESIDENTIAL  TRANSITION 


n  2007,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  undergo  a 
transition  to  a  new  president,  a  significant  event  in  the  history  of 
the  University.  While  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  Board  of  Trustees  (IHL)  and  Commissioner  of  Higher 
Education  Tom  Meredith  to  perform  the  search,  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  hopes  to  contribute  to  the  process.  It  is  for  this 
purpose  that  the  Alumni  Association's  Board  of  Directors  created  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  Presidential  Transition  Team. 

Led  by  co-chairs  Phil  Bryant  and  Rex  Kelly,  the  15-person  team  is 
working  to  ensure  that  every  possible  effort  is  made  to  secure  a  presi- 
dent who  will  have  the  credentials,  skill  set  and  professional  energy 
to  continue  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss  as  it  strives  to  build  upon 
its  status  as  a  university  of  distinction. 

"Controlling  our  own  destiny  is  an  absolute  must,"  said  Danny 
Mitchell,  who  as  the  Association's  president  appointed  the  team's 
members  this  spring.  "Phil  Bryant,  Rex  Kelly  and  the  very  capable 
appointees  I  have  named  will  assure  that  the  process  is  representative 
of  all  affected  parties  and  that  the  University  and  IHL  are  satisfied 
with  the  candidates  for  the  position." 

The  team's  action  plan  includes  information  gathering  in  the 
form  of  interviews  with  current  President  Shelby  Thames;  Meredith; 
President  Emeritus  Aubrey  Lucas;  faculty,  staff  and  student  represen- 
tatives, Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  community  leaders  and  others. 
In  addition,  a  survey  regarding  the  University  and  the  presidency  was 
mailed  to  all  alumni  as  part  of  the  fall  edition  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Connections  newsletter.  Based  on  the  data  collected,  the  team  has 
developed  a  preferred  presidential  profile  for  the  position. 


* 


j^    For  more  information,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com/ptt 


FINANCIALPOSITIONANDBUDGET 


ZIhe  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Assoociation  is  a  501(c)(3)  not-for-profit  corporation  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  in  1955  by  then  Executive  Secretary  Powell  G.  Ogletree.  As  of  June  30,  2006,  the  conclusion  of  the  2005-2006  Fiscal 
J  Year,  the  Alumni  Association  reported  total  assets  of  $3,542,986  and  a  total  membership  of  approximately  16,500.  The  16,500  members 
represent  18.7  percent  of  the  University's  88,400  alumni-of-record.  According  to  the  Council  of  Alumni  Association  Executives,  the  national 
average  of  alumni  participation  in  the  leading  alumni  associations  in  the  country  is  approximately  19  percent. 

STATEMENT  OF  FINANCIAL  POSITION 

Liabilities 

Total  Current  Liabilities $       154,768 

Noncurrent  Liabilities  (Deferred  Revenue) $    1,377,858 


Assets 

Current  Assets $  488,314 

Investments $  3,006,837 

Total  Property  and  Equipment $  47,835 

Total  Assets $  3,542,986 


Total  Net  Assets $    2,010,360 

Total  Liabilities  and  Net  Assets $    3,542,986 


STATEMENT  OF  ACTIVITIES  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 
JUNE  30,  2006 


PROPOSED  BUDGET  FOR 
2006-2007 


J  Contributed  Support  $  538,740  [46.9%) 
J  Investment  Income  $  21 1,531  (18.4%) 
J  Membership  Revenue  $  21 0,71 2  [1 8.3%) 
J  Royalty  Income  $  97,766  (8.5%) 
J  Auxiliary  Revenue  $  52,462  [4.6%] 
^J  Event  Revenue  $  36,468  (3.2%) 

Total  revenue,  gains  and  other  support 
$1,147,679 


Expenses 

Program  Services  $  977,045  (81 .9%)  J 

General  and  Administrative  $  1 1 4,577  [9.6%)  ^J 

Membership  Development  $  92,333  (7.7%)  ^J 

Auxiliary  Expenses  $  8,91 1  [0.5%)  J 


Total  expenses 
$1,192,866 


J  Contributed  Support  $  540,000  (40.8%) 
J  Investment  Income  $  275,000  (20.8%) 
J  Membership  Revenue  $  262,000  (19.8%) 
J  Royalty  Income  $  1 57,000  (1 1 .8%) 
J  Auxiliary  Revenue  $  38,000  (2.9%) 
J  Event  Revenue  $  53,000  (4.0%) 

Total  income  and  other  support 
$1,325,000 


Expenses 

Program  Services  $  1,035,000  (78.1%) 

General  and  Administrative  $  1 30,000  (9.8%) 

Membership  Developments  127,000  (9.6%) 

Auxiliary  Expenses  $  3,000  (0.2%) 

Contingency  $  30,000  (2.3%) 

Total  expenses 
$1,325,000 


MEMBERSHIP 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  is  comprised  of  members  from  all  50  states  and  numerous  countries  outside  of 
the  United  States.  Its  16,500  members  are  residents  of  the  states  below. 


Outside  of  the  United  States  -  48 


Continuous  years  of  annual  membership* 

Number  of  years  Number  of  Members 

0-4  6,211 

5-9  2,735 

10-14  1.383 

15-19  1,137 

20-24  956 

2=>  and  move  2.^23 

*  Does  not  include  Lite  Members 
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The  Ogletree  House  painting,  created  by  Janet  Shearer 
and  donated  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  by  Janet 
and  Dale  Shearer,  will  be  displayed  in  a  prominent  loca- 
tion of  the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree  House.  The 
winning  bidder  will  be  granted  the  rights  to  name  the 
painting  and  a  plaque  will  be  placed  at  the  base  of  the 
painting  to  honor  the  donor.  The  gift  will  be  fully  tax 
deductible.  Bidding  on  the  painting  is  now  open  and 
will  continue  until  May  5,  2007.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  or  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com/ohcp. 


MISSISSIPPI 


The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive  #5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Tel:  601.266.5013 

Fax:  601.266.4214 

alumni@usm.edu 

SouthernMissAlumni.com 


THE  SEARCH  IS  ON 


When  Southern  Miss,  then  known  as  Mississippi  Normal 
College,  first  opened  for  classes  on  Sept.  18,  1912,  a  total  of 
876  students  were  enrolled. 

Times  have  changed. 

Today,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  boasts  115,000  alumni  and  more 
than  15,000  students,  two  campuses  and  additional  teaching  sites  across  south 
Mississippi.  Educational  opportunities  have  expanded  well  beyond  teacher  training, 
which  was  the  original  purpose  of  the  institution.  Over  the  years,  eight  presidents 
have  led  Southern  Miss,  and  the  ninth  will  likely  lead  the  University  into  its  second 
century.  Exactly  who  will  succeed  President  Shelby  Thames  is  a  question  whose 
answer  will  help  shape  the  University  for  decades  to  come,  much  like  Joe  Cook  did 
as  he  guided  the  institution  during  its  formative  years  in  the  early  20,h  century. 

The  importance  of  this  decision  has  not  been  lost  among  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
fnends.  The  Alumni  Association  will  increase  its  supplement  of  the  president  s  salary 
from  $15,000  to  $50,000,  and  when  combined  with  the  University  Foundation's 
decision  to  raise  its  supplement  from  $35,000  to  $50,000  as  of  July  1,  2006,  the 
next  presidents  salary  will  exceed  $300,000  for  the  lust  time  The  Association  has 
also  dedicated  a  portion  0fS0uthernM1ssAlumni.com  to  the  presidential  search.  The 
section  includes  updates  on  die  progress  of  die  search  and  media  archives  of  articles 
related  to  the  process.  In  addition,  early  this  year  the  Alumni  Association  formed 
a  Presidential  Transition  Team — its  members  were  appointed  by  then-Alumni 
Association  president  Danny  Mitchell — to  assist  the  Board  of  State  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  (IHL  Board),  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education  Tom  Meredith 


Campus  search  advisory  committee  members  met  foi  the  first  time  in 
November.  The  committee  will  assist  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  with  its  search  for  the  next  president  of 
Southern  Miss.  Committee  members,  pictured  from  front  to  back  are  retired 
Mississippi  Chief  Justice  Ed  Pittman,  Hattiesburg  businessman  Bob  Mixon, 
and  Southern  Miss  School  of  Computing  assistant  director  Randy  Buchanan. 
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Preferred  Presidential  Profile 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  began  a  process  in  June  2005  to 
create  a  positive  environment  for  the  selection  of  a  new  University  president. 
The  Presidential  Transition  Team  was  later  appointed  and  began  work  to  seek 
input  from  14  major  constituent  groups  to  determine  the  needs  and  desires 
of  the  Southern  Miss  family  This  profile  was  built  upon  the  feedback  offered 
from  all  constituent  groups  and  is  an  attempt  to  descnbe  the  ideal  presidential 
candidate  that  would  meet  the  expressed  needs  of  the  University  as  garnered 
through  this  process. 

Southern  Miss  Presidential  Skills, 
Strengths  and  Attributes 

Academic  Credentials  &  Background 

It  is  crucial  that  the  new  president  have  a  demonstrated  relationship  to 
higher  education.  While  there  is  preference  for  an  academic  background 
rooted  in  the  traditional  education  process,  it  is  essential  that  there  be 
an  established  understanding  of  how  university  processes  work  coupled 
with  a  demonstrated  leadership  of  multi-functional  organizations.  A 
Ph.D.,  or  comparable  terminal  degree,  is  preferred. 

Leadership  Skill  Set 

It  is  vital  that  the  new  president  have  skills  that  are  overtly  and  eas- 
ily visible  in  the  areas  of  sound  fiscal  management,  consensus  building, 
planning,  delegation,  decision  making,  goal  setting,  private  fundraising 
and  communication. 

Leadership  &  Communication  Style 

While  no  particular  leadership  style  will  exclude  a  candidate's  consid- 
eration, it  is  believed  that  the  new  president  should  have  a  collaborative 
leadership  style  coupled  with  firm  conviction.  The  individual  should  have 
a  vision  for  the  future  of  the  University  and  the  ability  to  communicate  that 
vision  to  a  wide  range  of  audiences.  To  maximize  potential,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  new  president  be  a  good  listener,  seek  participative  solutions,  cre- 
ate a  shared  vision,  excite  the  Southern  Miss  community  toward  common 
goals  and  implement  plans  with  urgency  and  passion.  The  leadership  style 
should  demonstrate  integrity,  appropriate  delegation  and  an  understand- 
ing of  the  ever-changing  role  of  higher  education. 

General 

The  new  president  must  demonstrate  a  sincere  appreciation  for  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  be  willing  to  take  the  actions  neces- 
sary to  build  upon  the  University's  already  strong  foundation.  He  or  she 
must  have  a  heart  for  students  and  an  awareness  of  the  opportunity  to  make 
an  immediate,  significant  impact.  An  appreciation  for  the  importance  of  the 
Gulf  Coast  campus  restoration,  the  positive  economic  and  quality-of-life 
outlook  for  South  Mississippi  and  the  expectations  of  the  Southern  Miss 
family  are  essential.  The  University  needs  a  dynamic  person  who  will  unite 
students,  faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  the  community  around  a  common  vision; 
who  will  generate  the  resources  necessary  to  achieve  that  vision;  who  will 
enhance  the  institution's  solid  academic  programs;  who  will  surround  him- 
self or  herself  with  capable  individuals  to  help  lead  the  institution;  and  who 
will  represent  the  University  with  the  utmost  pride  and  professionalism. 


and  search  consultant  Jan  Greenwood  in  the  selection  process. 
The  team,  led  by  co-chairs  Phil  Bryant  and  Rex  Kelly  set  for 
itself  a  goal  of  contributing  to  the  process  while  not  diminish- 
ing the  role  of  the  IHL  Board  in  the  selection. 

"Our  (the  transition  team)  mission  is  to  keep  the 
alumni  involved  and  informed,"  Bryant  said.  "It  is  the 
most  important  decision  that  will  be  made  at  this  univer- 
sity since  Dr.  Thames  has  become  our  president  and  the 
alumni  must  be  a  part  of  the  process." 

But  before  the  IHL  Board  attempts  to  answer  the  all- 
important  question  of  "who,"  it  is  first  attempting  to 
tackle  the  "what,"  "how"  and  "when,"  with  the  utmost 
belief  that  the  answers  to  those  questions  will  lead  to  the 
best  "who"  for  Southern  Miss. 

The  "what"  portion  can  be  more  accurately  phrased 
as  "What  do  we,  as  in  alumni,  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
community  leaders,  want  in  a  president?"  To  that  end,  the 
IHL  Board's  efforts  have  included  a  full  day  of  "listening 
sessions"  at  the  Hattiesburg  campus  with  various  constitu- 
ency groups.  From  the  information  gathered,  the  board's 
five  search  committee  members,  led  by  committee  chair 
Robin  Robinson,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna,  will  develop  a 
profile  and  job  description  for  the  next  president. 


Scott  Ross,  left,  a  member  of  the  IHL  Board,  and  Susan  Steen,  director  of 
international  programs  at  Southern  Miss,  listen  to  the  University's  director 
of  orchestral  activities  Jay  Dean,  following  one  of  many  listening  sessions 
conducted  by  the  IHL  Board's  Southern  Miss  President  Search  Committee. 

"It  was  exciting  to  have  the  opportunity  to  visit  with  the 
Southern  Miss  community  during  the  on-campus  listening 
sessions,"  Robinson  said.  "A  visionary  leader  who  can  build 
on  past  successes  to  take  Southern  Miss  to  the  next  level 
was  expressed  to  be  a  desired  presidential  characteristic." 

Notably,  the  board's  work  has  been  complemented 
by  the  work  of  the  Transition  Team  in  this  area.  The 
15-member  team  met  this  summer  with  14  constituent 
groups,  including  students,  faculty,  staff  and  parents  and 
has  created  a  Preferred  Presidential  Profile  based  on  the 
feedback  gained  from  those  meetings.  The  document 
outlines  the  academic  credentials  and  background,  lead- 
ership skill  set  and  communication  style  preferred  by  the 
groups  interviewed.  (See  document,  left  column.) 

"The  University  needs  a  dynamic  person  who  will  unite 
students,  faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  the  community  around  a 
common  vision;  who  will  generate  the  resources  necessary 
to  achieve  that  vision;  who  will  enhance  the  institution's 
solid  academic  programs;  who  will  surround  himself  or 
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The  Campus  Search  Advisory  Committee  is  charged  with  identi 
ing  the  most  capable  and  qualified  applicants  and  nominees  to  be 
presented  to  the  IHL  Board  Search  Committee  for  review.  Some 
Campus  Search  Advisory  Committee  members  will  also  partici- 


Members  of  the  Cai 


Dr.  Peter  J.  Fos,  Committee  Chair 

Dean  and  Professor,  College  of  Health 


Dr.  Patsy  L.  Anderson 

Associate  Professor,  Gulf  Coast  Division 
of  Health 

Mr.  Randy  Buchanan 

Associate  Professor  and  Assistant 
Director,  School  of  Computing 

Dr.  Donna  Davis 

Chair,  Academic  Council;  Professor  of 
Accountancy  and  Information  Systems 

Dr.  Johnny  DuPree 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Hattiesburg 

Ms.  Wynde  J.  Fitts 

Chair,  Staff  Council;  Director  of  Freshman 
Year  Experience 

Mr.  Gene  Gouaux 

President  of  the  Southern  Miss  Student 

Government  Association;  Undergraduate 

Student 

Dr.  Taralynn  S.  Hartsell 

Assistant  Professor  of  Technology 
Education 

Dr.  William  E.  Hawkins 

Executive  Director  and  Professor, 
Department  of  Coastal  Sciences 

Dr.  Myron  S.  Henry 

Chair,  Faculty  Senate;  Professor  of 
Mathematics 

Mr.  Rickey  Jones 

Lenders  Choice,  Inc. 

Ms.  Erica  Lewis 

Graduate  Student 

Dr.  Mary  F.  Lux 

Professor  and  Associate  Chair  of  Medical 
Technology 


Mr.  Ed  McCormack 

Interim  University  Librarian 

Dr.  Bobby  Lynn  Middlebroo 

Chair,  Graduate  Council;  Professo 
Biological  Science 

Mr.  Bob  Mixon 

Courtesy  Ford 

Dr.  Kristi  Lynn  Motter 

Associate  Vice  President  for  Enroll 
Services;  Director  of  Financial  Ai 

Dr.  D.  Joe  Olmi 

Chair,  American  Association  of  University 

Professors;  Associate  Professor  of 

Psychology 

Mr.  Ed  Pittman 

Chief  Justice  (retired);  Attorney 

Dr.  Elliott  A.  Pood 

Dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 

Letters;  Professor  of  Speech  and  Mass 

Communication 

Ms.  Lou  Ann  Poynter 

President-Elect,  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

Dr.  Ronald  Anthony  Styron 

Chair  and  Associate  Professor,  Education 
Leadership  and  Research 

Ms.  Karolyn  S.  Thompson 

Professor  and  Document  Delivery 
Coordinator,  University  Libraries 

Dr.  Alvin  Jerome  Williams 

Professor  of  Management  and  Marketing 

Dr.  James  H.  Wolfe 

Professor  of  Political  Science, 

International  Development  and 

International  Affairs 


herself  with  capable  individuals  to  help  lead  the  institution; 
and  who  will  represent  the  University  with  the  utmost  pride 
and  professionalism,"  the  team  asserts  in  the  document. 

In  addition  to  the  team's  efforts,  the  Alumni  Association  al 
delivered  a  survey  to  all  alumni  of  record  in  an  attempt  to  gauge 
alumni  opinion  of  the  University's  assets  and  challenges  and 
the  expected  qualifications  of  the  next  president.  Of  200-plus 
respondents,  nearly  44  percent  responded  that  "Recruiting  and 
retaining  outstanding  faculty  and  staff,"  or  "Securing  adequate 
funding,"  was  the  greatest  challenge  Southern  Miss  faces  mov- 
ing forward.  More  than  61  percent  said  a  candidate's  knowl- 
edge of  Southern  culture  and  Mississippi's  political  climate  was 
"very  important"  in  his  or  her  ability  to  be  successful.  More 
than  62  percent  said  a  background  in  higher  education  was 
"very  important,"  and  nearly  half  of  respondents  listed  either 
"Attracting  or  retaining  faculty,"  or  "University  funding"  as  one 
of  their  three  most  important  presidential  priority  areas. 


Social  work  professor  Tim  Rehner  talks  to  members  of  the  IHL  Board  dur- 
ing one  of  many  listening  sessions  held  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  as  the 
Board  begins  the  search  process  for  the  next  president  of  the  University. 

Finally,  the  University's  Faculty  Senate  has  also  offered  a 
12-point  wish  list  to  the  IHL  Board.  The  list  includes  items 
such  as  "Should  be  someone  who  will  make  a  commitment 
to  the  University  for  a  sufficient  number  of  years  (.five  or 
more  years?),  assuming  a  satisfactory  performance";  "Should 
have  demonstrated  in-depth  experience  with  fiscal  matters"; 
and  "Should  have  a  record  of  success  in  lobbying  members 
of  state  government  on  behalt  oi  a  public  university." 

The  "how"  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  selecting  the  next  presi- 
dent has  been  answered  in  great  detail  by  the  IHL  Board.  An  18- 
step  process  is  outlined  on  the  IHL  Web  sue.  with  the  particulars 
oi  each  explained  as  well  The  process  includes  the  naming  o! 
the  IHL  Board  Search  Committee,  which  includes  Robinson.  Ed 
Blakeslee  of  Gulfport.  Virginia  Shanteau  Newton  of  Gultport.  Bob 
Owens  of  Jackson,  and  Scott  Ross  of  West  Point,  .is  well  .is  die 
naming  of  die  25-person  Campus  Search  Advisory  Committee, 
which  is  chaired  by  Dr.  Peter  Fos.  dean  of  the  College  of  Health. 
The  Campus  Search  Advisory  Committee  will  review  applications 
and  will  recommend  finalists  to  the  IHL  Board  Search  Committee 
for  interview.  Some  oi  the  Campus  Search  Advisory  Committee 
members  will  also  be  involved  in  the  interview  process, 

"The  Southern  Miss  Search  Advisory  Committee  has  the 
tremendous  responsibility  of  assisting  the  Board  of  Trustees 
with  their  choice  oi  the  next  president  ol  The  University 


The  Board  Search  Committee  is  the  committee 
of  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  charged 
with  spearheading  the  search  at  Southern 
Miss. 


Robin  Robinson 

Committee  Chair 
Laurel,  MS 


Virginia  Shanteau  Newton 

Gulf  port.  MS 

Bob  Owens 

Jackson,  MS 

Scott  Ross 

West  Point,  MS 


,._._..  .:,.TT ..     ■--.      ...- 

of  Southern  Mississippi,"  Meredith  said.  "I  am  confident  this  group  of  individuals  is 
committed  to  this  very  important  task." 

In  addition  to  Fos,  the  Campus  Search  Advisory  Committee  includes  faculty  and 
staff  members,  alumni  and  community  leaders.  Student  Government  Association 
Gene  Gouaux  is  one  of  two  students  serving  on  the  committee. 

"I  am  thoroughly  excited  that  students  get  to  be  a  part  of  this  process,"  Gouaux  said.  "It 
is  imperative  that  we  find  someone  who  understands  the  Southern  Miss  student  body  and 
will  keep  our  concerns  at  the  forefront  of  every  decision  that  is  made  for  this  institution." 

Following  finalist  interviews,  the  preferred  candidate  will  be  announced  and  brought 
to  the  University  for  campus  interviews  with  constituency  groups.  The  IHL  Board  will 
then  take  feedback  from  the  constituencies  and  will  make  a  determination  if  that  person 
should  be  named  president.  The  IHL  decision  to  make  confidential  the  names  of  appli- 
cants until  the  preferred  candidate  is  tabbed  has  been  backed  by  numerous  University 
constituent  groups,  including  the  Alumni  Association's  Board  of  Directors.  The  board 
announced  its  support  in  a  formal  statement,  signed  by  President  Rosemary  Aultman. 

"After  investigating  the  outlined  process  m  its  totality,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors  has  endorsed  the  IHL  process  as  it  has  been  proposed," 
the  board  states.  "This  endorsement  is  based  upon  our  belief  that  the  confidentiality  in  the  pro- 
cess will  be  limited  to  the  identity  of  the  candidates  only  and  not  to  other  areas  of  the  search." 

The  full  statement  can  be  viewed  in  the  Presidential  Transition  section  of 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

The  selection  process,  the  IHL  Board  expects,  should  be  concluded  in  April  2007 
with  the  announcement  of  the  new  president. 
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As  of  Tuesday,  October  24,  2006,  the  Alumni  Association  had  received  feedback  from  approximately  200  alumni  in  response  to 
the  Presidential  Transition  Survey  included  in  the  fall  edition  of  Southern  Miss  Connections.  The  results  are  as  follows.  More 
than  70  percent  of  respondents  to  the  survey  indicated  that  they  currently  reside  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 


What  is  the  greatest  challenge  Southern  Miss  faces  as  it 
moves  forward? 


j  Recruiting  and  retaining  outstanding  faculty  and 

staff  (23.83%) 
j  Securing  adequate  funding  (20.73%) 
j  Creating  a  common  vision  for  the  University  (18.13% 
j  Building  upon  the  University's  reputation  (17.1% 
j  Rebuilding  the  Gulf  Coast  campuses  (10.36 
j  Other  (9.84%) 


What  is  the  University's  top  selling  point? 


j  Geographic  location  in  the  state  (23.16%) 
j  High  quality  academic  programs  (22.11%) 
j  Future  potential  for  growth  (21.58%) 
j  Other  (20.0%) 

j  Quality  of  life  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
13.16%) 


How  important  is  a  Presidential  candidate's  How  important  is  a  background  in  higher      What  key  leadership  attri 

knowledge  of  Southern  culture  and  Mississippi's    education  for  Presidential  candidates?         our  next  President? 
political  climate  to  his  or  her  ability  to  be  suc- 
cessful as  President  of  the  University? 


" 


j  Very  important 

(61.4%) 
j  Important  (28.5%) 

Somewhat  important 

(9.33%) 
j  Not  important  at  all 

(1.04%) 


r 


j  Very  important 

(62.5%) 
j  Important  (26.56%) 
j  Somewhat  important 

(8.85%) 
j  Not  important  at  all 

(2.08%) 


j  Ability  to  craft  and  communicate  a 

vision  (21 .24%) 
j  Good  communication  skills  (18.13%) 
j  Being  visible  and  respected  in 

community  (16.06%) 
j  Fundraising  ability  (15.54%) 
j  Collaborative  spirit  (11.92%) 
j  Strong  financial  management 

ability  (12.44%) 

Other  (4.66%) 


What  are  the  three  most  important  Presidential  priority  areas  given  their  immediate  impact  on  the  future  of  the  University? 


3.2%  4-8%  4.1% 


University       Broadening    Financial  integrity     Attracting       Academics      University's      University's       Campus  life        University        The  multi- 
funding  the  ethnic  and  fiscal       and  retaining  profile  in  the       athletics       andon-campus       outreach  campus 
composition      management         faculty                                    Arts             programs          activities                                scenario 


Other 


HY  SOUTHERN  MISS? 


While  proud  Southern  Miss  alumni  can  likely  list  hundreds  of  reasons  the  presidency  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  an  enticing  position,  here  are  a  few  notable  items. 


V 


Academic  Excellence 

Southern  Miss  is  the  only  Southern  Regional  Education  Board 
Level  1 -designated  university  in  Mississippi.     Designations 
are  awarded  for  comprehensive  academic  quality. 
Southern  Miss  awards  more  Ph.D.s  than  any  other  Mississippi 
public  institution — 139  in  2004. 

Southern  Miss  has  been  recognized  by  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report  as  having  one  of  the  top  polymer  science  programs  in 
America. 

Southern  Miss  is  strengthened  by  an  Honors  College  that  is 
the  sixth  oldest  in  the  country. 

Southern  Miss  student-athletes  enjoy  success  not  only  on 
the  field,  but  also  in  the  classroom.  In  2006,  the  Golden 
Eagle  football  team  was  recognized  as  one  of  only  six  univer- 
sities (and  the  only  public  institution)  to  have  a  90  percent 
or  better  graduation  rate. 

•  Whether  it  is  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  marching  band  receiv- 
ing a  standing  ovation  from  a  full  house  at  Lambeau  Field 
in  Green  Bay  Wis.,  or  the  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony 
Orchestra  performing  alongside  world-class  entertainers 
such  as  Placido  Domingo,  arts  programs  at  Southern  Miss 
are  unmatched. 

Breaking  New  Ground 

•  Location.  Location.  Location.  The  city  of  Hattiesburg  and 
the  Gulf  Coast  are  not  only  the  population  centers  of  south 
Mississippi,  but  offer  a  superb  business  climate  for  the  small 
business  owner  as  well  as  the  corporate  citizen.  The  "Hub 
City"  of  Hattiesburg  also  provides  easy  access  to  Jackson  (90 
miles),  Mobile  (90  miles)  and  New  Orleans  (105  miles). 

•  The  proposed  Innovation  and  Commercialization  Park, 
with  more  than  $30  million  in  funding  committed  to  the 
project,  has  Southern  Miss  poised  to  help  transform  south 
Mississippi  into  a  haven  for  high-tech,  high-paying  jobs. 

•  The  recently  opened  $30  million  Thad  Cochran  Center,  a 
237,000  square-foot  addition  to  the  R.C.  Student  Union, 
represents  the  largest  construction  project  ever  undertaken 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 


•  Expected  to  open  in  January  2008,  the  Trent  Lott  Center  for 
Excellence  in  Economic  Development  and  Entrepreneurship 
will  house  the  Center  for  Community  and  Economic 
Development. 

•  The  Village,  an  $18  million  construction  project,  will 
provide  housing  for  more  than  350  sorority  members  and 
upper-class  female  scholarship  recipients. 

•  More  than  $50  million  is  being  invested  in  new  and  reno- 
vated athletic  facilities,  including  a  $28  million  expansion  of 
M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 

World-Class  Faculty  /  Students  /  Alumni 

•  Neil  Treat,  a  junior  majoring  in  polymer  science,  was  named 
a  2006  Goldwater  Scholarship  recipient.  The  prestigious 
award  based  on  academic  merit  in  the  fields  of  mathemat- 
ics, science  and  engineering  was  established  by  Congress  in 
honor  of  Sen.  Barry  Goldwater. 

•  David  McRaney  a  senior  journalism  major,  was  named  the  win- 
ner of  a  Scripps  Howard  Top  10  journalism  scholarship,  one  of 
the  most  competitive  journalism  scholarships  in  the  country 

•  Wiggins  native  Kelly  Bond  was  the  only  Mississippi  recipi- 
ent of  a  2006  Jack  Kent  Cooke  Foundation  Graduate 
Scholarship,  one  of  the  most  selective  and  generous  aca- 
demic awards  offered  in  the  United  States. 

•  Dr.  David  Davies,  associate  professor  of  mass  communica- 
tion, has  been  named  'Journalism  Educator  of  the  Year"  by 
the  Southeast  Journalism  Conference. 

•  English  professor  Dr.  Angela  Ball  recently  won  the  Ekphrasis 
prize  for  a  poem  she  wrote  about  Pierre  Bonnard's  painting, 
"The  Bath."  Ball  also  recently  won  the  prestigious  AWT 
Donald  Hall  Prize. 

•  Whether  it  is  on  the  football  field  (Brett  Favre,  Ray  Guy), 
on  the  concert  stage  (Jimmy  Buffett)  or  leading  American 
troops  into  battle  (Maj.  Gen.  Buford  Blount,  who  led  the 
U.S.  Army's  3rd  Infantry  Division  as  they  spearheaded 
coalition  efforts  to  liberate  the  people  of  Iraq\  alumni  of 
Southern  Miss  stack  up  favorably  against  alumni  from  insti- 
tutions across  the  country. 
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hen  the  institution  that  has  become  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  was  founded  as  Mississippi 
Normal  College  in  1910,  it  was  to  be  a  place  where 
the  state's  teachers  would  be  developed.  The  institution's  founders 
"believed  that  education  offered  the  state  its  best  hope  for  overcom- 
ing poverty,"  Dr.  Chester  Morgan  writes  in  "Dearly  Bought,  Deeply 
Treasured:  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  1912-1987." 

It  is  a  safe  bet  that  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Al  Herron  71,  72 
shares  that  view  with  the  institution's  founding  fathers.  Herron, 
who  grew  up  the  son  of  a  farmer  in  Prentiss,  decided  as  a  young 
man  he  would  embark  on  a  different  career  path.  Today,  he  is  presi- 
dent and  chief  executive  officer  of  Century  21  Galloway-Herron  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  and  an  author. 

"I  worked  picking  cotton  and  farming  vegetables,"  Herron  said 
of  his  youth.  "I  recognized  early  that  I  didn't  want  to  do  that,  and 
my  father  and  mother  were  supportive.  They  did  not  have  lengthy 
formal  educations,  but  they  had  a  lot  of  common  sense.  They  knew 
it  was  important  to  get  an  education. 

"Then  it  (education)  was  important.  Today  it  is  critical,"  he  contin- 
ued. "Today  you  have  to  have  an  education  to  do  almost  anything.  It 
may  not  mean  getting  a  degree,  but  you  must  learn  a  skill." 

Herron's  college  career  began  at  Alcorn  State,  where  he  spent 
three  years  prior  to  entering  the  military.  Upon  returning  to  civilian 
life,  he  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss. 

"At  that  time,  it  was  not  about  the  social  aspects  of  college  for  me. 
It  was  a  business  proposition,"  he  said,  "and  what  occurred  during 
those  years  was  irreplaceable." 

After  graduation  he  moved  to  Dallas  and  became  a  loan  officer  at 
Dallas  Federal  Savings  Bank.  He  also  became  a  part-time  real  estate 


Herron  was  the  first  speaker  in  this  year's  Executives  on  Campus  Lecture  Series  sponsored 
by  the  College  of  Business. 
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THE  TALON 


Heiron's  franchise  received  the  inaugural  Century  21  Quality  Service  Award  in  1992  and  won  the 
award  for  a  second  time  in  2002. 


Herron's  Century  21  franchise  boasts  62  agents  and  $60  million  in  sales  last  year. 


agent  and  a  business  partner  to  C.A.  Galloway, 
the  first  African  American  to  serve  on  the  Dallas 
City  Council. 

Galloway  became  a  mentor  to  the  younger 
Herron. 

"He  made  it  possible  for  me  not  to  have  to  stan 
at  the  bottom,"  Herron  wrote  in  the  dedication  of 
his  newest  book,  The  Working  Man  &  Woman's 
Guide  to  Becoming  a  Millionaire.'  "Mr  Galloway 
had  no  children  to  continue  his  name,  but  he 
wanted  his  business  to  continue  into  perpetuity. 
Because  of  his  guidance  and  generosity,  our  busi- 
ness lives  on  with  his  name  leading  the  way  for  the 
Galloway-Herron  brand." 

Herron's  rise  from  humble  beginnings  to  mil- 
lionaire provides  the  basis  for  both  books  he 
has  penned,  "Ten  Steps  to  Financial  Freedom." 
published  in  1988  and  the  recently  released  "The 
Working  Man  &  Woman's  Guide  to  Becoming  a 
Millionaire." 

Herron's  latest  book  shows  how  to  take  a  small 
portion  of  earnings  to  build  wealth  and  provides 
a  savings  strategy  called  "cruise  control"  for  the 
reader. 

"We  live  in  the  greatest  country  on  Earth,  but 
if  you  are  poor  it  can  be  tough,"  Herron  says. 
"For  most  people  it  doesn't  have  to  be  that  way. 
I  wanted  to  put  my  experience  down  in  written 
form.  I  hope  it  touches  someone  and  helps  them 
on  their  way  to  financial  freedom." 

Today,  his  Century  21  franchise  is  more  than 
20  year's  old,  with  62  agents  and  $60  million  in 
sales  last  year.  Herron's  sights  are  now  set  on 
$75  million  in  sales  and  80  agents.  In  1992. 
his  office  received  the  inaugural  Century  21 
Quality  Service  Award  and  won  the  award  for  a 
second  time  in  2002.  He  serves  on  the  College 
of  Business  Advisory  Committee,  the  Fannie  Mae 
Advisory  Council  and  the  board  of  trustees  for 
St.  John  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas.  In 
2003,  Herron  was  elected  president  of  the  Dallas  / 
Fort  Worth  Century  2 1  Brokers'  Council  and  has 
been  honored  with  the  Quest  for  Success  Award 
from  the  Dallas  Black  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
was  named  Broker  of  the  Year  for  2006  by  the 
National  Association  of  Real  Estate  Brokers. 

Furthermore,  his  willingness  to  mentor  aspir- 
ing businessmen  and  women  is  not  limited  to 
authoring  books.  In  September,  he  was  the  first 
speaker  in  the  Executives  on  Campus  Lecture 
Series  sponsored  by  the  College  oi  Business. 

College  of  Business  Dean  Harold  Doty  describes 
him  as  another  phenomenal  Southern  Miss  suc- 
cess story. 

"1  wonder  if  Al  Herron,  as  a  young  man  working 
in  the  cotton  fields  in  Prentiss.  Miss.,  ever  dreamed 
that  he  would  one  day  become  so  successful  that  he 
would  be  able  to  advise  others  on  how  to  become 
a  millionaire."  Doty  said.  "Al  is  an  outstanding  role 
model  and  an  inspiration  for  our  students." 
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Help  Santa  Stuff  Your  Stocking  With 
Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 

New  and  Used  Textbooks 

School  Supplies 

Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1-888-712-5083 

Shop  Online        www.campusbookmart.com 


ARTS 


CNN  Correspondent  Returns  to  Campus 


Kathleen  Koch 


■  CNN  correspondent  Kathleen  Koch,  who  studied  broadcast  journalism  at  Southern  Miss,  returned  to 
Hattiesburg  for  a  showing  of  the  second  part  of  her  documentary  about  her  hometown's  recover)'  from 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

Part  two,  "The  Town  That  Fought  Back,"  which  aired  as  part  of  the  award-winning  documentary  series  CNN  Reports, 
examines  the  continued  impact  of  Humcane  Katnna  on  Bay  St.  Louis,  the  coastal  town  where  she  grew  up. 

"We  were  very  happy  to  have  Kathleen  Koch  back  on  campus,"  said  Mandy  Tilley  assistant  to  the  director  m  the 
School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism.  "She's  a  tremendous  journalist  who  is  continuing  to  work  on  an 
important  story  while  many  news  organizations  aren't  paying  much  attention  to  the  region's  recovery  from  Katrina." 

Koch  is  a  CNN  general  assignment  correspondent  based  in  Washington,  D.C.,  specializing  in  aviation  report- 
ing and  serving  as  backup  correspondent  at  the  Pentagon  and  the  White  House.  In  2005,  she  provided  moving 
reports  from  the  Gulf  Coast  during  and  in  the  aftermath  of  Humcane  Katnna.  Koch  began  her  career,  hired 
before  graduating  college,  as  a  reporter  and  weekend  anchor  for  the  ABC  affiliate  WLOX-TV  in  Biloxi. 

While  on  campus  last  April,  Koch  was  one  of  two  inductees  into  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism  Hall  of  Fame.   Also  part  of  the  inaugural  class  was  longtime  professor  Dr.  Gene  Wiggins. 


Sculpture  Program  Hosts  Public  Iron 

■  Nathan  Goodson,  an  Alabama  artist  known 
internationally  for  pioneering  a  process,  demon- 
strated his  skills  during  an  iron  pouring  called 
Eclectromelt©  at  the  Structural  Steel  3D  Arts 
Building  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  in  early 
November. 

"A  scratch  block  makes  a  4"  x  4"  iron  tile,  with 
a  relief  design  cut  into  the  surface,"  explained 
Jennifer  Torres,  sculpture  area  coordinator  at 
Southern  Miss.  "It's  a  mini  sand  mold  that  one 
can  'scratch'  a  design  into." 

On  the  day  of  a  pour,  sculptors  lined  up  molds 
and  poured  in  the  molten  metal.  Within  a  few 
minutes,  patrons  could  collect  the  molds,  break 
off  the  sand  and  take  them  home. 

"These  are  a  huge  crowd  pleaser  and  make 
great  gifts,"  Torres  said. 

Goodson  was  also  in  residency  with  Southern 
Miss  sculpture  students  teaching  new  and  innova- 


Pour 

tive  iron  pour  skills  during  the  week  leading  up 
to  the  iron  pour. 

"We  were  very  excited  to  have  Nathan,  who  is  a 
longtime  friend  and  supporter  of  our  program,  come 
to  show  us  his  techniques  for  wax  bumout  of  molds 
and  share  his  expertise  with  our  students  and  patrons," 
said  Torres,  "His  Eclecromelt©  method  of  mold  mak- 
ing is  not  done  in  our  studio  presendy  but  it  is  a  pro- 
cess we  are  hoping  to  add  to  our  curriculum." 

The  Southern  Miss  sculpture  program  holds  the 
distinction  of  owning  the  largest  university-run  iron 
pouring  cupola  in  the  United  States,  which  can  tap 
out  over  1 ,500  pounds  of  molten  iron  at  a  time.  This 
apparatus  was  built  and  donated  by  patron  Tommy 
Dulaney  and  Structural  Steel  Services  of  Mendian. 

Goodson  started  his  art  experience  in  the 
1970s  in  undergraduate  school  at  the  University 
of  Alabama  in  Tuscaloosa.  He  later  acquired  an 
M.F.A.  in  sculpture  at  Penn  State  University. 


Sculpture  students  pour  metal  from  its 
cupola,  the  largest  university-run  iron  pouring 
cupola  in  the  United  States,  which  can  tap  out 
over  1,500  pounds  of  molten  iron  at  a  time. 


Galway  Performs 


Godspell  Entertains  Hattiesburg  Children 


World-renowned  flutists  Sir  James  Galway  and  his  wife  Lady  Jeanne  Galway  rehearse 
with  the  Symphony  Orchestra  in  preparation  for  a  benefit  concert  Oct  10  at  Bennett 
Auditorium.  The  Galways,  who  have  previously  performed  with  the  orchestra,  decided 
to  present  a  benefit  performance  for  the  orchestra's  scholarship  endowment  campaign. 


More  than  a  thousand  Hattiesburg-area  school  children  were  treated  recently  to  a 
performance  of  Godspell  at  the  new  Thad  Cochran  Center.  Produced  by  the  Southern 
Opera  and  Musical  Theatre  Company  at  Southern  Miss,  Godspell  opened  the  Symphony 
Orchestra's  season. 
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Larry  Eustachy 


Third  Time  Could  be  the  Charm 

It  is  year  three  of  the  Larry  Eustachy  era 
of  Southern  Miss  basketball  and  the  former 
national  coach  of  the  year  feels  that  he  finally 
has  a  solid  nucleus  around  which  he  can  build 
a  solid  program. 

Still,  the  early  portion  of  the  season  has  been 
a  process  of  melding  a  young  team  together, 
which  features  11  newcomers,  including  eight 
freshmen.  Returning  players  include  senior  Kyle 
Lamonte  (Davenport,  Iowa),  along  with  sopho- 
mores Courtney  Beasley  (Huntsville,  Ala.),  a 
2006  Conference  USA  All-Freshman  team  selec- 
tion, Craig  Craft  (Raleigh)  and  Donatas  Visockis  (Siauliai,  Lithuania). 
"I  really  like  this  collection  of  players,  but  we  are  young,  and  from 
the  coaches  all  the  way  down  to  our  fans  we  have  to  be  realistic  about 
our  expectations,  especially  early,"  Eustachy  said.  "We  are  going  to  take 
it  slow  and  really  get  a  base  to  this  team.  I  almost  feel  like  that  this  is 
our  first  year  here  and  we  got  what  we  have  wanted  to  get  here." 

The  1 1  newcomers  include  three  juniors,  Dewayne  Green  (Saginaw, 
Mich.),  Demar  Dotson  (Alexandria,  La.)  and  Gijo  Bain  (Nassau, 
Bahamas).  Eight  others  are  freshmen:  Jeremy  Wise  (Jackson),  Hank 
Wierson  (Ames,  Iowa),  Bryson  Brewer  (Waynesboro),  Josh  Barnes 
(Hattiesburg),  Sai'Quon  Stone  (Brooklyn,  N.Y.),  Jarvis  Hill  (Starkville), 
Andre  Stephens  (Heidelberg)  and  Maros  Zuffa  (Bratislava,  Slovakia). 

In  a  preseason  vote  of  Conference  USA  coaches,  the  team  was 
tabbed  to  finish  11th.  Coming  off  a  No.  1  seed  m  the  2006  NCAA 
Tournament,  Memphis  repeated  as  the  unanimous  preseason  favorite 
to  win  the  regular-season  crown.  Rice's  Morris  Almond,  a  preseason 
All-America  candidate,  was  the  unanimous  selection  by  coaches  as  the 
Preseason  Player  of  the  Year. 

The  Golden  Eagles'  pre-conference  schedule  includes  a  meeting  with 
Auburn  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum,  a  matchup  with  Alabama  in  Mobile, 
Ala.,  and  a  road  contest  with  2006  NCAA  Sweet  16  participant  Bradley. 
Memphis,  UAB  and  UTEP  highlight  the  home  conference  slate. 

"We  scheduled  to  the  youth  of  this  team,  and  as  this  team  matures, 
we  look  to  improve  on  it  each  and  every  year,"  Eustachy  said.  "With 
that  said,  there  are  some  marquee  games  on  this  schedule.  To  have 
Auburn  at  home  is  a  big  hit  for  us.  We  changed  some  things  to  play 
Alabama  in  Mobile  and  that  gives  our  fans  a  chance  to  see  that. 

"Scheduling  is  almost  as  important  as  recruiting,  and  we  need  to 
give  these  guys  a  chance  to  be  successful." 


^ 

}£  More  information  about  the  men's  and 
women's  basketball  teams  can  be  found  at 

SouthernMiss.com 

•  Sports 

•  Men's  /  Women's  Basketball 
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Kristin  Chaney      5r. 
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Joye  Lee-McNelis 


The  Next  Step 

A  giant  step  forward — that's  what  the  Southern 
Miss  Lady  Eagle  basketball  team  took  in  earning 
one  of  the  top  four  seeds  in  the  Conference  USA 
Tournament  a  season  ago.  One  year  after  squeak- 
ing into  the  tournament,  the  Lady  Eagles  finished 
tied  for  fourth  in  the  conference's  regular  season 
standings  at  10-6  and  could  watch  as  other 
squads  competed  in  first  round  games. 

Another  step  forward — that's  what  the  Lady 
Eagles  hope  they  take  this  season,  as  they  look 
to  improve  on  their  conference  finish  as  well  as 
their  overall  mark  of  14-15  in  2005. 
Southern  Miss  returns  five  letterwinners,  including  four  starters. 
Heading  the  list  of  returnees  are  senior  Kristin  Chaney,  junior  Liz 
Biland  and  sophomore  Kendra  Reed.  Reed  led  the  team  in  scoring  last 
season,  averaging  15.6  points,  and  was  named  C-USA  Co-Freshman 
of  the  Year.  Chaney  led  the  team  in  assists  last  season,  averaging  5.3 
per  game,  and  also  led  the  team  in  minutes  played.  She  dished  out  a 
career-best  12  assists  against  East  Carolina. 

"Our  returning  players  are  giving  us  a  tremendous  amount  of  direc- 
tion on  the  floor,"  Head  Coach  Joye  Lee-McNelis  said.  "That's  some- 
thing we've  got  to  have  in  order  for  us  to  be  successful." 

Also  returning  are  sophomores  Amber  Eugene,  who  led  the  team 
in  rebounding,  and  Rachael  Manuel.  Redshirt  sophomore  Emer  Foley 
returns  to  the  team  after  sitting  out  last  season  after  sustaining  a  sea- 
son-ending knee  injury. 

McNeils  also  welcomes  four  newcomers,  three  freshmen  and 
one  transfer,  including  Anna  Patterson  (Sumrall),  Lauren  Pittman 
(Waynesboro),  Nora  Brooks  (Rhinehart,  La.)  and  Stephanie  Helgeson 
(Purdue  University,  River  Ridge,  La.). 

Lady  Eagles  Add  Dandy  Dozen  Guard 

Women's  Basketball  Coach  Joye  Lee-McNelis  has  announced 
the  signing  of  Choctaw  Central  High  School's  Mystee  Dale  ol 
Philadelphia.  Dale  becomes  the  second  signee  for  McNelis  during 
the  early  period.  The  Lady  Eagles  have  also  signed  Erica  Williams, 
a  5-foot-10  guard  who  averaged  18.5  points,  5.0  rebounds  and  4.0 
assists  as  a  junior  for  Dutchtown  High  School  in  Gonzales.  La,, 

Dale,  a  5-foot-7  shooting  guard,  averaged  24.6  points,  7.0  rebounds 
and  4.0  assists  as  a  junior  for  Coach  Walter  Wilson.  She  has  led  Choctaw 
Central  to  three  state  tournaments,  winning  two  of  the  last  three.  She 
was  selected  to  the  Mississippi  North-South  AU-Star  Game  this  past 
summer.  She  is  a  two-time  Clarion-Ledger  Dandy  Dozen  selection. 

"What  an  exciting  player  to  living  into  our  program.'  McNelis  said. 
"She  has  been  known  throughout  our  state  for  sometime.  We  feel 
honored  to  have  her  as  part  oi  our  Lady  Eagle  family.  She  may  be  one 
of  the  purest  shooters  that  we  have  had  the  opportunity  to  recruit 
and  she  also  is  a  great  passer.  She  has  a  tremendous  feel  tor  the  game 
and  gives  us  more  versatility  oi  playing  more  than  one  position." 
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Athletic  Foundation,  Eagle  Club  Initiate  Southern  Miss  REP  Program 

The  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation  is  implementing  an  Eagle  Club  representative  system  (REP)  so  that  membership  drives  will  be 
coordinated  in  a  more  organized  and  personal  manner.   This  is  necessary  for  several  reasons: 

•  To  provide  each  member  with  personal  contact  by  an  Eagle  Club  representative  on  at  least  an  annual  basis. 

•  To  provide  a  uniform  organizational  plan  and  fund-raising  calendar  for  all  Eagle  Club  chapters. 

•  To  update  biographical  membership  information  in  a  timely  manner. 

•  To  make  the  most  efficient  and  effective  use  possible  of  time  given  by  Eagle  Club  representatives  and  district  directors. 

•  To  help  maintain  a  feeling  of  camaraderie  among  all  Eagle  Club  members. 

•  To  help  promote  the  interest  of  Southern  Miss  athletics  in  a  chapter  area. 

Athletic  Department  staff  members  have  been  assigned  geographic  areas  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  the  REP  program,  and  the  Eagle  Club 
is  currendy  seeking  volunteers  who  can  help  in  their  areas.  Volunteers  will  receive  special  recognition  and  invitations  to  privately  hosted  athletic 
department  functions.  The  goal  is  to  have  one  REP  responsible  for  communication  with  10  Eagle  Club  members  and  assistance  with  reminders 
of  ticket  and  Eagle  Club  deadlines.  For  additional  information  on  the  REP  program,  please  contact  the  Eagle  Club  office  at  601.266.5299. 


Circle  of  Champions  Program 
Continues  to  Grow 

Two  new  donors  have  continued  the  growth  of  the  Circle  of 
Champions  program.  Bruce  and  Sandy  Rossmeyer,  of  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  and  Dick  and  Melinda  Simmons,  of  the  Bailey  com- 
munity in  Meridian,  bring  the  program's  membership  to  nearly 
100.  The  Circle  of  Champions  is  a  comprehensive  membership 
program  for  top-level  athletic  donors. 

Well-known  as  the  world's  largest  Harley  Davidson  dealer, 
Bruce  had  previously  donated  the  Harley  Davidson  motorcycles 
used  by  University  police.  In  addition,  the  Rossmeyers  have  pur- 
chased a  suite  in  the  soon  to  be  expanded  football  stadium. 

Dick  has  been  the  regional  sales  manager  for  Sunbelt  Supply 
(Dealer's  Choice)  since  1982  and  Melinda  has  been  vice 
president  of  sales  and  marketing  for  VanZyverden  Flower  Bulb 
Company  for  the  past  31  years.  Dick  graduated  from  USM  in 
1977  in  construction  engineering  and  Melinda  received  two 
degrees  from  Mississippi  State.  Dick  has  served  as  the  Eagle 
Club  East  Central  Director  since  1999,  and  presently  serves 
on  the  Athletic  Foundation  board.  In  addition,  he  serves  as 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association's  East  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter,  and  is  a  past  recipient  of  the  Association's  Outstanding 
Service  Award. 

Administered  by  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation  in 
conjunction  with  the  Eagle  Club,  the  Circle  of  Champions  is 
comprised  of  an  elite  group  of  individuals  and  businesses  from 
all  over  the  southeast  who  have  a  common  bond  -  a  love  of 
Southern  Miss  athletics  and  the  strong  desire  to  see  the  program 
remain  among  elite  Division  1A  athletic  programs. 

The  two  primary  purposes  of  the  program  are  to  pay  for  the 
annual  athletic  scholarships  of  Golden  Eagle  student-athletes 
and  to  provide  for  the  continued  renovation  and  expansion 
of  athletic  facilities.  Your  private  support  is  critical  to  Golden 
Eagle  teams  in  their  quest  for  Conference  USA  dominance  and 
the  national  exposure  winning  brings  to  the  University.  Donors 
must  commit  to  a  minimum  of  $10,000  per  year  for  10  years, 
which  includes  an  annual  Eagle  Club  contribution  and  other 
benefits.  Funds  contributed  to  athletics  in  association  with  the 
Circle  of  Champions  program  can  be  directed  by  the  donor. 


Carpenter  Golf  Tournament  a 
Huge  Success 

Hosted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Molleston  and  featuring  two-time 
U.S.  Senior  Open  Champion  Allen  Doyle,  the  James  Ray  Carpenter 
Golf  Tournament  once  again  was  a  huge  success.  Since  its  inception 
the  tournament  has  raised  more  than  $420,000  for  the  Southern 
Miss  golf  programs.  This  year,  the  tournament  was  held  at  Shadow 
Ridge  Golf  Club  in  Hattiesburg,  and  was  presented  by  the  Isle  of 
Capri  Casino. 

In  addition,  through  the  efforts  of  women's  golf  coach  Julie 
Gallup  and  men's  coach  Jerry  Weeks,  Southern  Miss  golfers  were 
able  to  raise  substantial  dollars  in  support  of  the  Southern  Farm 
Bureau  PGA  Tour  event's  "Birdies  for  Charity"  program.  Out  of 
more  than  100  participants,  the  golf  teams  and  Eagle  Club  finished 
in  third  place  in  the  state. 


Allen  Doyle,  whose  participation  in  the  James  Ray  Carpenter  Golf  Tournament  helped 
ensure  its  success,  won  his  second  US.  Senior  Open  title  in  2006.  Caddying  for  Doyle  at 
the  US.  Senior  Open  was  his  daughter,  Erin,  a  former  Lady  Eagle  golfer. 
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As  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  the  warmest  black  and  gold.  And, 
when  you  brave  the  condition  in  your  Southern  Miss  gear,  be  sure  to  let  us  know.  Send 
photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a 
future  edition  of  Snapshots. 
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SHOTS 


Faculty  Senate  President  Dr.  Myron  Henry,  right, 
presents  a  plaque  to  Hattiesburg  residents  Dr. 
Tom  Rhea  '50  and  Barbara  Phillips  '59,  making 
them  honorary  members  of  the  Faculty  Senate. 
The  couple  was  honored  for  their  longtime  sup- 
port of  the  University,  and  for  providing  use  of 
their  Hattiesburg  camp  as  a  meeting  place  for 
the  Faculty  Senate's  annual  August  retreat. 

Four-star  Gen.  Dan  McNeill  was  the  guest  of 
honor  at  an  event  supporting  military  troops 
organized  by  Ed  Kauchick  '52.  After  addressing 
troops  from  Camp  Shelby  and  attending  a  bar- 
becue with  the  group,  McNeill  joined  Maj.  Gen. 
Buford  Blount  '71,  who  was  the  former  U.S. 
Army  Commander  of  the  3rd  Infantry  Division 
in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom,  on  Carlisle-Faulkner 
Field  for  the  coin  toss  prior  to  the  Southern  Miss 
-  N.C.  State  football  game. 

Tim  Isbell  '83,  Jamie  Bates  '95,  Ed  Wheeler  and 
Ted  Jackson  '84  gathered  on  July  28  to  attend 
a  presentation  of  images  from  Isbell's  two 
recently  published  photo  books.  Isbell,  Bates 
and  Jackson  each  have  won  Pulitzer  Prizes,  and 
Wheeler  was  their  photojournalism  professor 
while  they  studied  at  Southern  Miss. 

Chi  Omegas  gathered  for  a  brunch  over 
Homecoming  weekend  to  discuss  the  Village 
Project. 

Bobby  Tucker  '62,  Jimmy  Kelly  '61, 1.  D.  Brown 
'61,  Chappy  Sory  '61,  Kiley  Thames  '62,  Tim 
Foley  '62,  Mike  Barry,  Tony  Poggi,  Paul  Day 
Allred  '61,  Corley  Morse,  Brossie  Correro  '61 
and  Al  Baker  gathered  in  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  for 
a  Kappa  Sigma  reunion.  The  men  have  planned 
another  reunion  in  April  2007. 

Billy  '80  and  Brenda  Walker  '78,  Debbie  '83  and 
Dick  Vogel  '83,  and  Mike  Purvis  75  took  time 
to  tour  Disney's  Epcot  Center  during  a  trip  to 
Orlando,  Fla.,  for  the  Southern  Miss  -  UCF  foot- 
ball game. 

John  "Conner"  Martin,  4,  of  Hattiesburg,  shows 
off  his  "Pride"  by  dressing  as  a  Southern  Miss 
marching  band  drummer  for  Halloween.  Conner 
is  the  son  of  Pat  Allen  Martin  '90  and  Adelle 
Rasco  Martin  '94. 

Joe  Berthiaume  '99  vacationed  and  attended 
his  sister's  wedding  in  Jamaica  in  June  2006.  He 
took  time  to  show  his  Southern  Miss  pride  on 
the  beach's  white  sand  with  his  niece,  Isabella. 
and  nephew,  Gunnar. 

Southern  Miss  senior  Neal  Kirby  stopped  by 
Sen.  Trent  Lott's  office  during  his  internship  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  this  summer.  Kirby  is  a  politi- 
cal science  major  from  Mandeville,  La. 


*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi  If  you  hav< 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni® 
usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni. 
com.  Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included  in 
the  Winter  2007  edition  is  Jan.  1. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


ALLEN  MOODY  '54  is  enjoying  his  retirement 
in  central  Florida. 

JIMMY  SMITH  '55  has  again  been  selected  by 
the  Mississippi  Tennis  Association  as  the  number 
one  male  singles  tennis  player  in  the  70  to  75  age 
bracket  for  the  year  2005. 

HAROLD  HINTON  '56,  '57  retired  after  34  years 
in  public  education  as  band  director,  principal  and 
superintendent  and  then  entered  the  real  estate 
profession  for  10  years.  His  wife,  Sylvia,  retired 
after  34  years  as  a  teacher  of  choral  music  and  ele- 
mentary education.  They  now  reside  m  Brandon 
with  two  daughters  and  three  grandchildren. 
Harold  has  resumed  playing  the  clarinet  with  the 
orchestra  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson. 

LARRY  BRADLEY  '61  recently  retired  from  AT&T, 
where  he  served  as  vice  president  for  professional 
services  in  the  company's  Government  Solutions 
Business  Unit.  While  with  the  company,  Bradley 
was  responsible  for  building  the  National  Do  Not 
Call  Registry  for  the  Federal  Trade  Commission. 


1960s 


FRANK  DAVIS  '64,  '65  recently  retired  as  a  busi- 
ness analyst  after  previously  spending  30  years  in 
the  Missouri  education  system.  Davis  and  his  wife, 
Marshall,  reside  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

MARTHA  GERETY  '65  recently  retired  for  the 
third  time. 

LEROY  SMITH  '65  has  released  a  music 
album,  "Years  in  the  Making,"  as  Leroy  Percy. 
The  compact  disc  is  available  at  various  online 
retailers,  including  Amazon.com. 

PAMELA  MOLAISON  '68  retired  from  teach- 
ing in  December  2000  after  more  than  32  years 
with  Jefferson  Parrish  Schools  in  Louisiana. 


1970s 


REED  71  and  SUSAN  GU1CE  '88  announce  the 
July  10,  2006,  birth  of  Brent  on  Hamilton  Guice. 

TED  J.  ALEXANDER  '73  has  been  desig- 
nated a  South  Mississippi  Hero  by  WLOX-TV 
Dr.   Alexander  is   recognized   for   his   role   as 


the  program  originator 
and  principal  fund- 
raiser for  Safe  Harbor, 
a  summer  camp  for 
over  2,600  children  at 
eight  different  sites  in 
the  South  Mississippi 
school  districts  of 
Picayune,  Poplarville, 
Pearl  River  County 
and  Bay  St.  Louis  / 
Waveland. 

MASTER  SGT. 

ROBERT   EDWARDS 

'73  is  currently  serving 
on  active  duty  in  Iraq. 
Edwards  has  been  in 
Iraq  since  July  2005. 

NANCY  PRICE  73, '80 

is  currently  serving  as 
the  Chi  Omega  regional 
alumnae  director  for 
the  Southeast,  covering 
Flonda,  Alabama  and 
Georgia. 

SILAS     THOMPSON 

74  has  been  named 
Mississippi  History 
Teacher  of  the  Year  by 
the  Gilder  Lehnnan 
Institute  of  American 
History  and  Preserve 
America.  Thompson  is 
a  history  teacher  at  Petal 
High  School. 

CECIL  BYRD  75  was  elected  justice  court 
judge  of  Jackson  County  in  2003.  He  and  his 
wife,  Cynthia,  live  in  Moss  Point.  They  have  six 
children  and  seven  grandchildren. 

RENEE  EVANS  77  recently  accepted  the  job  of 
pnncipal  at  WL.  Smith  Middle  School  in  Petal. 

LINDA  BOUNDS  KENG  77  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Mississippi  Society  of  Certified  Public 
Accountants.  Keng  is  an  attorney  with  Watkins 
Ludlam  Winter  and  Stennis,  PA  of  Jackson,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  largest  law  firms  in  the  state. 

LIESA   MCALEXANDER   WEAVER   77,   '99 

recently  retired  as  principal  of  WL.  Smith  Middle 
School  at  Petal. 

J.  TERRELL  MAY  78  is  currently  serving  as  the 
director  of  special  gifts  at  Winthrop  University 
in  Rock  Hill,  S.C.  In  his  role,  May  serves  a  the 
principal  fundraiser  for  the  university.  He  and 
his  wife,  Barbie,  live  in  Columbia,  S.C.  They  have 
two  children,  Madison,  4,  and  Matthew,  11. 

DEBBIE  GREEN  MCLEOD  78  is  currently  serv- 
ing as  principal  of  Leakesville  Junior  High  School. 


KIMBLE  JEYES  78  has  retired  after  28  years 
of  service  with  the  Mississippi  School  for  the 
Blind  in  Jackson. 


~t  /~\{~\  s\ 


JO  ELLEN  REID  '80  recently  relocated  her 
private  clinical  social  work  practice  in  Gulfport, 
after  the  former  location  was  destroyed  by 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

GINGER  G.  SMITH  '80  recently  completed  two 
years  of  Army  service  in  support  of  Operation 
Enduring  Freedom.  During  her  service  time, 
Smith  was  awarded  the  Humanitarian  Service 
Medal  for  relief  efforts  for  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Smiths  twin  daughters,  DINA  RANDALL  '06 
and  DANA  SMITH  '05,  are  also  graduates  of 
the  University. 

TOMMY  LANCASTER  '81  was  recently 
assigned  as  chief  of  staff  of  the  Department  of 
Defense,  Defense  Reutilization  and  Marketing 
Service,  located  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

KAREN  C.  MOODY  '81  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
Mississippi  Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants. 
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"The  Pen  Makes  a  Good  Sword" 

Lonnie  Burnett  '00 

248  pages,  $37.50 

The  University  of  Alabama  Press,  2006 

In  "The  Pen  Makes  a  Good  Sword",  Burnet 
chronicles  the  life  of  Georgia  native  John  Forsyth 
Jr.   and  documents  his  career  as  a  Southern 
newspaper  editor  during  the  antebellum,  Civil 
War,  and  Reconstruction  periods.  From  1837 
to  1877  Forsyth  wrote  about  many  of  the  most 
important  events  of  the  19th  century.  He  used 
his  various  positions  as  an  editor,  Civil  War  field 
mtp  correspondent,  and  Reconstruction  critic  at  the 
|  Mobile  Register  to  advocate  on  behalf  of  both  the 
South  and  the  Democratic  Party. 
In  addition,  Forsyth  played  an  active  role  in  the  events  taking  place  around 
him  through  his  political  career  as  United  States  Minister  to  Mexico,  state  leg- 
islator, Confederate  Peace  Commissioner  to  the  Lincoln  administration,  staff 
officer  to  Braxton  Bragg,  and  twice  mayor  of  the  city  of  Mobile. 

Burnett  explores  the  intersections  between  Forsyth's  work  as  a  jour- 
nalist and  a  politician.  To  that  end,  he  examines  the  development  of  the 
two-party  system  in  Alabama  in  the  1830s  and  1840s.  He  also  dissects 
the  motivations  and  rationale  that  led  Southern  unionists  like  Forsyth 
to  support  secession  after  the  1860  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

"The  Pen  Makes  a  Good  Sword"  is  available  at  national  booksell- 
ers and  online  bookstores. 

"Built  to  Win:  Inside  Stories  and  Leadership  Strategies  from 

Baseball's  Winningest  GM" 

Larry  Guest  '63  and  John  Schuerholz 

288  pages,  $24.95 

Warner  Books,  2006 

For  his  sixth  book,  Larry  Guest  collabo- 
rated with  Atlanta  Braves  General  Manager  John 
Schuerholz  to  relay  Schuerholz's  rise  in  baseball. 
Schuerholz  lost  two  Cy  Young  winners 
in  two  years,  signed  a  47-year-old  to  be  his 
starting  first  baseman,  played  17  rookies  in 
2005  and  still  took  his  team  to  the  playoffs. 
Baseball  is  John  Schuerholz's  world — every- 
one else  is  just  playing  in  it. 

Now,  in  "Built  to  Win,"  the  legendary  general 
manager  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  of  the 
Braves'  front  office,  the  most  successful  in  base- 
ball since  1990,  and  shows  how  his  unique  philosophies  and  leadership 
techniques  have  helped  Atlanta  achieve  something  no  team  in  sports  has 


ever  come  close  to  accomplishing.  He  candidly  peels  back  the  curtain, 
taking  you  to  his  first  World  Series  with  the  Kansas  City  Royals  and  the 
other  moments  that  defined  his  career,  including  his  eventual  departure 
to  the  league  doormat  Atlanta  Braves.  No  sooner  did  Schuerholz  arrive 
than  they  won  their  first  title  in  1991,  and  the  rest  is  history. 

You'll  be  there  on  the  incredible  night  in  1992  when  Schuerholz 
improbably  traded  for  Barry  Bonds — only  to  have  the  deal  nixed  at  the 
11th  hour.  You'll  see  how  through  shrewd  negotiation  he  swooped  in  to 
sign  reigning  Cy  Young  winner  Greg  Maddux  out  from  under  the  free- 
spending  Yankees.  You'll  hear  how  he  dealt  with  the  horrific  comments 
made  by  John  Rocker,  helping  the  Braves  overcome  the  biggest  public 
relations  nightmare  in  team  history  to  win  another  division  crown. 

In  the  end,  you'll  see  what  the  rest  of  the  baseball  world  has  known 
for  the  better  part  of  two  decades:  through  the  brilliance  of  John 
Schuerholz,  the  Braves  have  lived  with  one  motto,  and  one  motto 
alone— "All  We  Do  Is  Win." 

The  book  is  available  at  national  booksellers  and  online  bookstores. 

"More  Culinary  Kudzu:  Recollections  & 
Recipes  from  Growing  Up  Southern" 
Keetha  DePriest  Reed  '94 
176  pages,  $13.95 
Pecan  Street  Press,  2006 

When  a  reader  sits  down  to  read  Keetha  DePriest 
Reed's  "More  Culinary  Kudzu:  Recollections  & 
Recipes  from  Growing  Up  Southern,"  they  will 
think  reading  a  cookbook  has  never  been  so 
much  fun.  DePriest  Reed  serves  up  recipes  for 
every  mood,  every  holiday  and  ever)7  season  of 
the  year.  She  takes  the  reader  into  her  kitchen 
and  into  her  heart,  chatting  up  a  storm  as  she 
demystifies  the  most  Southern  foods  on  Earth, 
pimento  cheese,  chicken  pie,  fried  turkey,  divin- 
ity, duck  gumbo  and  more. 
Born  and  raised  in  the  Mississippi  Delta,  DePriest  Reed  grew  up 
in  a  family  big  on  get-togethers,  reunions,  and  holidays,  all  of  which 
involved  food  and  a  lot  of  it.  "More  Culinary  Kudzu"  reflects  on  child- 
hood memories  while  also  sharing  stories  of  raising  a  son  who  appears 
to  love  food,  family,  and  the  holidays  as  much  as  the  author  does. 

In  2002,  she  published  "Culinary  Kudzu:  Recollections  &:  Recipes 
from  Growing  Up  Southern"  and  has  done  award-winning  public 
relations  work,  food  writing,  recipe  development  and  catering. 
DePriest  Reed  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Foodways  Association  and 
the  Small  Publishers  Association  of  North  America. 

The  book  is  available  at  www.pecanst.com.  online  booksellers  and 
local  Mississippi  gift  shops. 
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KAREN  ALLEN  '82  was  awarded  the  Susan  D. 
Marchase  Outstanding  Woman  Administrator 
Award  in  recognition  of  outstanding  women  at 
the  University  of  Alabama  at  Birmingham.  Allen 
currently  serves  as  a  program  manager  in  the 
bone  marrow  transplant  cellular  therapy  clinical 
research  program  at  UAB. 

TOMMY  ATKINS  '82  has  accepted  a  position 
as  vice  president  of  BB&T  Banking  Corp  in 
Winston  Salem,  N.C. 


COL.  RUSSELL  CLOY  '82  recently  accepted 
the  position  of  chief  of  staff  for  Maj .  Gen.  Robert 
Williams  at  Fort  Knox.  Cloy  most  recently 
returned  from  a  one-year  stint  as  the  secretary 
for  Combined  Joint  Staff  Headquarters,  Multi- 
national Force  Iraq  and  has  served  in  four  dif- 
ferent assignments  at  Fort  Knox. 

JOHN  H.  "BUDDY"  LEACITTJR.  '82,  '88  has 

relocated  to  South  Korea,  where  he  will  teach 
sixth  grade  for  the  Department  of  Defense  for 


Dependent  Schools.  This  will  be  his  19  year 
overseas,  teaching  to  military  and  civilian  chil- 
dren stationed  overseas  with  their  parents. 

DONNA  BIELSTEIN  '83  was  recently  named 

the  career  and  technical  education  director  for 
the  Rivemew  School  Distnct  m  Duvall.  Wash 

PATRICE  MOULTON  S3.  '85.  '92  has  been  named 
vice  president  tor  student  affairs  at  Northwestern 
State  University  of  Louisiana.  Dr.  Moulton  has  been 
acting  nee  president  since  September. 
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LARRY  TERRELL  '83  was  recent- 
ly elected  chairman  of  the  board 
of  he  Louisiana  Motor  Transport 
Association.  Terrell  is  the  presi- 
dent of  Northlake  Moving  and 
Storage,  Inc.,  in  Covington,  La. 

JUAN1TA  G.  HOLLINGHEAD  '84  recendy  began 
work  as  principal  of  Leakesville  Elementary  School. 

SCOTT  MORROW  '85  has  been  named  lead 
project  manager  of  installations  for  the  Charlotte 
LCT  of  GE  Healthcare. 

R.  STEVEN  MURRAY  '85  retired  as  a  lieuten- 
ant colonel  from  the  U.S.  Air  Force  in  April 
2006.  He  currently  serves  as  communications 
director  for  the  Florida  Department  of  Veterans' 
Affairs  in  Tallahassee. 

ADELE  LYONS  '86,  '88  recently  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Oklahoma's  Economic 
Development  Institute  on  April  6,  2006.  Lyons 
currently  serves  as  the  executive  director  of 
the  Gulf  Coast  Business  Technology  Center 
&  Greater  Biloxi  Economic  Development 
Foundation. 

RAYMOND  '86  and  LINDA 
REEVES  '90  announce  the  Aug, 
24,  2006,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Leslie. 


ROBERT  GOSS  '88  was  recently  elected 
vice  president  /  president  elect  for  the  NAPM 
Memphis,  the  regional  chapter  of  the  Institute 
for  Supply  Management. 

JON  THORNTON  '88  was  recently  awarded 
the  Dr.  Philip  Rogers  Quality  Award  by  Forrest 
General  Hospital.  Dr.  Thornton  is  a  nephrolo- 
gist  at  Hattiesburg  Clinic. 

VIJAY  PATEL  '89,  '94  was  recently  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Association  of 
College  &  University  Auditors. 

STEPHEN  WERTZ  '89  has  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  U.S.  Army. 


STEFANIE  FULTON  ASCHERL  '90 

and  her  husband,  John,  announce  the 
August  30,  2006,  birth  of  their  son 
William  Patrick.  William  Patnck  joins 
2 -year-old  brother,  Fulton  Hugh. 

LEIGHANNE  '90  and  JOHN  KARNES  '91,  '93 

announce  the  Sept.  29,  2006,  birth  of  Brooks 
and  Betsy  Karnes. 

DOROTHY  BENNETT  '91   and 

her  husband,  James,  announce  the 
Feb.  21,  2006,  birth  of  their  ninth 
great-grandchild,  Draden  Burges. 


SCOTT  '91,  '92  and  CHRISTY  SMITH  KERSH 

'94  announce  the  Aug.  2,  2006  birth  of  their 
son,  Jeremy  Thomas.  Jeremy  is  welcomed  by  his 
brother,  Tyler,  7. 

WILL  SPEED  '91  and  his  wife, 
Karen,  announce  the  Aug.  12, 
2006,  birth  of  their  son,  Kylan 
Aston  Speed.  Kyle  joins  broth- 
er, William  Blake,  3. 

SHAREE  BROUSSARD  '92  was  recently 
honored  by  the  Southern  Public  Relations 
Federation  as  one  of  their  2006  class  of  26  pro- 
fessionals named  senior  practitioners. 

REAGAN  L.  GRIMSLEY  '92,  '00  recendy  received 
the  Faculty  Research  and  Scholarship  Award  from 
Columbus  State  University  in  Columbus,  Ga. 
Grimsley  serves  as  an  assistant  professor  at  the 
school. 

JASON  PUGH  '92  was  recently  appointed  associate 
executive  director  of  workforce,  career  and  technical 
education  for  the  State  Board  for  Community  and 
Junior  Colleges. 

JARROD  RAVENCRAFT  '92  recendy  complet- 
ed the  requirements  of  the  Mississippi  Certified 
Public  Managers  Program.  Ravencraft  is  the  strategic 
planning  director  for  Mississippi  State  Hospital  in 
Whitfield.  He  has  11  years  of  service  with  the  State 
of  Mississippi. 
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Terry  Addlesperger 


Alumnus  Honored  by  NASA 

The  National  Aeronautics  and  Space 
Administration  (NASA)  recently  honored  Terry  D. 
Addlesperger  '86  with  their  prestigious  Exceptional 
Service  Medal. 

The  Ocean  Springs  resident  is  the  lead  facilities 
manager  for  the  propulsion  test  complex  at  NASA 
Stennis  Space  Center. 

Stennis  Space  Center  Director  Richard  Gilbrech 
and  NASA  Associate  Administrator  Rex  Geveden 
presented  the  award  to  Addlesperger  during  a  ceremony  held  at  the 
center  on  July  20,  2006. 

NASAs  Exceptional  Service  Medal  recognizes  significant,  sus- 
tained performance  characterized  by  unusual  initiative  or  creative 
ability  that  results  in  engineering,  space  flight,  administrative  or 
support  endeavors  that  contribute  to  NASAs  mission. 

Addlesperger  received  the  award  for  his  recent  efforts  to  conserve 
gaseous  nitrogen  in  Stennis  Space  Center's  rocket  engine  test  com- 
plex. By  controlling  purge  flows  to  each  application  in  the  center's 
E  Test  Complex,  nitrogen  consumption  was  reduced,  resulting  in  a 
savings  of  $216,000  per  year.  In  2001,  Addlesperger  also  initiated  a 
five-year  refurbishment  of  the  barges  that  transport  propellant  fuels 
through  the  center's  canal  system  to  its  test  stands. 

Addlesperger  started  work  at  the  center  in  1977  as  a  23-year-old 
graduate  of  the  United  States  Merchant  Marine  Academy.  He  began 
working  on  test  stands  and  learned  alongside  the  engineers  who 
had  tested  the  stages  of  the  Saturn  V  rockets  that  sent  Americans 
to  the  moon. 

Alumna  Named  to  AKA  Post 

Dr.  Juanita  Sims  Doty  '73  has  been  elected  the 
23rd  southeastern  regional  director  of  the  nation's 
first  black  Greek-lettered  organization  founded  by 
women,  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc. 

In  her  new  role,  Doty  will  oversee  54  graduate 
and  49  undergraduate  chapters  in  the  states  of 
Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  representing 
1 3  percent  of  the  sorority's  total  national  member- 
ship. Doty's  charge  will  be  to  advance  the  mission, 
goals  and  programs  of  the  sorority  by  focusing  on  important  issues 
like  education,  the  arts  and  economics  across  the  region. 

As  a  34-year  member  of  the  sorority,  Doty  has  served  in  a  number 
of  leadership  positions,  including  national  program  chairman.  In 
this  position,  she  helped  raise  more  than  $2  million  in  grant  fund- 
ing for  the  organization's  education,  health  and  literacy  programs. 
Doty's  professional  experience  includes  serving  as  a  lecturer,  clinical 
supervisor,  associate  professor  and  director  of  the  Speech  and  Hearing 
Center  at  Jackson  State  University  Currently,  she  is  senior  advisor  for  out- 
reach for  the  National  Institute  of  Child  Health  and  Human  Development 
of  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  and  fellow  for  the  Department  of 
Pediatrics  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

Doty  is  an  active  participant  on  many  local  nonprofit  boards  and 
was  nominated  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  confirmed 
by  the  U.S.  Congress  to  serve  on  the  prestigious  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Washington,  D.C. -based  Corporation  for  National  and 


Juanita  Sims  Doty 


Community  Service.  Additionally,  she  served  on  the  board  of  gover- 
nors for  the  Josephson  Institute  of  Ethics. 

Alumna  Earns  Fulbright  Ulster  Fellowship 

The  US-UK  Fulbright 
Commission  has  selected  Rhonda 
Phillips  '83,  '86  as  the  2006 
U.S.  Fulbright  Ulster  Fellow 
based  in  Nonhem  Ireland  at  the 
University  of  Ulster. 

While  in  Ireland,  Phillips 
activities  include  working  with 
the  United  Kingdom's  Heritage 
Lottery  Fund  focusing  on  eco- 
nomic revitalization  of  villages 
Rhonda  Phillips '83, '86,  left,  is  the  2006  U.S.  and  cities  across  Northern 
Fulbright  Ulster  Fellow  based  in  Northern  Ireland.  Her  research  at  the 
Ireland  at  the  University  of  Ulster.  Above,  . ,    .  f  . .,  .,,  f 

Phillips  is  pictured  with  the  Consul  General  University  of  Ulster  will  focus 
of  the  United  States  for  Northern  Ireland,  on   community   indicator   sys- 

Dean  Pittman,  a  native  of  Tylertown.  t  i  ■     „•  KT  _i 

tem  applications  in  Northern 

Ireland,  including  technology-based  economic  development  integra- 
tion for  gauging  progress  towards  desired  public  policy  outcomes. 

Phillips  is  an  associate  professor  of  urban  and  regional  plan- 
ning at  the  University  of  Florida.  She  founded  and  directs  the 
Center  for  Building  Better  Communities,  a  research  and  service 
initiative  for  using  innovative  approaches  to  foster  sustainability 
and  economic  vitality  for  long-term  prosperity  in  both  rural  and 
urban  communities. 

She  is  known  for  her  work  in  community  and  economic  develop- 
ment, including  development  of  community  indicator  measuring 
systems.  Recently  elected  to  national  office  to  serve  as  the  chair  of  the 
American  Planning  Association's  Economic  Development  Division. 
Phillips  has  20  years  planning  and  development  experience.  She 
holds  dual  professional  certifications  in  economic  development  and 
urban  and  regional  planning,  having  worked  with  private,  public, 
and  nonprofit  development  organizations. 

Her  recent  projects  focused  on  poverty  alleviation  by  incorporat- 
ing technology-based  economic  development  approaches. 

High  School  Stadium  Named  After 
M-Club  Hall  of  Famer 

Bogalusa  High  School  has  renamed  Lumberjack  Stadium  in  honor  of 
Lewis  V  Murray  '54,  '58,  the  school's  all-time  winningest  football  coach. 

A  large  crowd  turned  out  for  the  homecoming  day  event  to  honor 
Murray  who  died  17  days  before  the  renaming  ceremony 

He  will  be  most  remembered  for  turning  the  school's  football 
program  into  a  consistent  state  power.  In  the  three  years  prior  to  his 
first  season,  the  Lumberjack's  won  a  combined  three  games.  Murrav 
roamed  the  sidelines  of  the  stadium  for  27  years.  During  that  time,  he 
compiled  a  202-97-6  record  and  his  team  won  a  state  title.  In  l°od. 
Murray  was  named  Louisiana  Coach  of  the  Year.  Also,  he  was  named 
District  Coach  of  the  Year  12  times 

Murray  was  a  member  of  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame,  as  well  as  the 
Louisiana  Coaches  Association  and  Pearl  River  Community  College 
halls  of  fame. 
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ARNIE  WILLIAMS  '92  recently  accepted  the 
position  of  residential  and  office  retail  sales 
manager  for  the  northern  division  of  Mississippi 
Power.  Williams  has  previously  served  the  com- 
pany in  a  number  of  roles,  most  recently  as  a 
regional  economic  developer. 

PATRICIA  BREWER  93  is  the  2005- 
2006  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Educational  Office 
Professionals.  The  purpose  and  objec- 
tives of  the  MAEOP  are  the  elevation 
of  the  group's  standards  and  the  pur- 
suit of  goals  that  can  better  the  com- 
munity in  which  members  live  and  work. 

MELANIE  POWE  DOBBS  '93  and  her  hus- 
band, Mark,  announce  the  May  12,  2006,  birth 
of  their  fourth  child,  Ainsley  Reagan  Dobbs. 
Ainsley  is  the  Dobbs'  first  daughter.  She  joins 
big  brothers  Campbell,  Brendan  and  Aldan. 

JOHN  HOLDER  '93  and  his 

wife.    Sheila,    announce    the 
Aug.  16,  2006,  birth  of  their 

\i  daughter,     Hope     Madison 
1  Holder. 


CHARLIE  JOHNSON  '93  has  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  general  auditor  with  the  Lower  Colorado 
River  Authority.  Johnson  and  his  wife,  Tiffany, 
relocated  to  Austin,  Texas,  with  their  son,  Jake. 

MOLLY  THOMAS  '93  appeared  with  Todd 
Snider  on  The  Tonight  Show  with  Jay  Leno  on 
Aug.  9,  2006. 

STEPHANIE    RICHARDS    '94,     01    recently 

accepted  a  position  teaching  pre-service  teach- 
ers at  Tennessee  Tech  University. 

KEVIN  '95  and  SELENA  CLEARMAN   '95 

announce  the  May  10,  2006,  birth  of  Sydney 
Lane  Clearman. 


ADAM    '95    and   ALLISON    KENNEDY   '96 

announce  the  June  1  2006,  birth  of  their  son, 
Cody  Andrew. 

CHRISTOPHER  MICHAEL 
LOFTIN  '95  and  DANA 
FORTENBERRY  LOFTIN   '95 

announce  the  Dec.  6,  2005,  birth 
of  their  second  child,  Ashley 
Grace.  She  joins  older  sister  Abigail 
Marie,  2. 

READE  ALAN  QUINTON  '95  and  KIMBERLY 
SUE  CLARIDA  '96  marned  June  25,  1996. 
They  welcomed  their  first  child,  Logan  James 
Quinton,  on  Sept.  8,  2004.  Logan's  Golden  Eagle 
family  members  include  grandfather  JAMES 
CLARIDA  73  and  uncles  LEE  QUINTON  '99 
and  WILLIAM  CLARIDA  '99.  Reade  is  currently 
a  board  certified  forensic  pathologist  with  the 
Dallas,  Texas  Medical  Examiners  Office. 

LISA  ALEXANDER  '96  was  recently  selected  as 
the  Mississippi  Association  of  Educational  Office 
Professionals'  Office  Professional  of  the  Year. 

RACHEL  ADAMS  '97  was  recendy  promoted  to 
sales  supervisor  in  the  advertising  department  at 
NOLA.com,  a  Web  site  based  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

EMILIA  BANKSTON  '97  was  awarded  a  2006 
Milken  Family  Foundation  National  Educator 
Award.  The  award  is  given  each  year  in  48  states. 
Bankston  teaches  at  West  Elementary  School. 

KIRK  HUGGINS  THOMPSON  '97,  '98  and  her 

husband,  Matt,  announce  the  June  22,  2006,  birth 
of  their  son,  Asa  Bishop  "Ace"  Thompson. 

SCOTT  '97  andJENNIFER 
TREGRE    WALKER    '98 

announce  the  October  2005 
birth  of  their  first  child, 
Jack  Robert. 


"Nice  Kitty!' 

Maud  Sherrod,  most  talented  student  of  1928, 
works  on  her  lion  sculpture.  ( Neka  Camon,  1928) 


CHARLES  WOOD  '97,  '99  recently  accepted 
the  position  of  senior  vice  president  of  eco- 
nomic development  at  the  Pensacola  Bay  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Wood  resides  in 
Pensacola  with  his  wife,  ANGIE  '97,  '00,  '06, 
and  his  son,  Christopher. 

URSULA  MILLER  ANDERSON  '98  and  her 

husband,  Ted,  announce  the  Jan.  23,  2006,  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Yvonne  Elizabeth  Anderson. 

MARSHALL  J.  DIXON  '98  has  been  hired 
as  a  disease  intervention  specialist  senior  for 
the  Mississippi  State  Department  of  Health, 
Southeast  Public  Health  District  VIII. 

TAMARA  GRACE  BUTLER  '99  recently 
opened  a  governmental  affairs  and  lobbying 
firm  in  Jackson. 

SANDRA  ROBERTS  HYDE  '99  and  her  hus- 
band, Randy,  announce  the  June  12,  2006, 
birth  of  their  son,  Owen  Roberts  Hyde.  Owen 
was  welcomed  home  by  his  big  brother, 
Mason.  Grandparents  are  Lewis  and  HILDA 
ROBERTS  78. 

SHANE  '99  and  MICHELE  MCCARTHY  '00 

announce  the  Aug.  1,  2006,  birth  of  their  son, 
Chase  Patrick. 

TERRY  MILES  '99  has  written  her  fifth  novel, 
"DOG  Gone  Christmas."  The  book  is  a  top  seller 
at  the  Barnes  and  Noble  store  at  Crossroads 
Mall  in  Gulfport. 


ALLISON  ARMSTRONG  DOWNING  '00, 
'03  and  JEFF  DOWNING  '00  announce  the 
May  15,  2006,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Tyler 
Madison.  Proud  grandparents  are  DOUG  72 
and  PHYLLIS  ARMSTRONG  72 
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EMILY  '00,  '01  and  WILLIAM 
JACKSON  '00,  '01  announce  the 
July  13,  2006,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Catherine  Dean  Jackson. 
Grandparents  are  JAN1S  CAMP- 
BELL COOPER  69,  Bill  Cooper, 
the  late  DAVID  JACKSON  71 
and  JUDITH  ANN  JACKSON  '66 

DONNA  WILLIAMS  '00  retired  as  chief  opera- 
tions officer  and  senior  vice  president  of  Gilmore 
Memorial  Hospital  in  2004,  after  almost  29  years  of 
service.  In  August  2005,  Williams  began  teaching  at 
Itawanba  Community  College's  nursing  program. 

LAURA    00,     03    and    LANCE    HATFIELD 

'01  have  recently  accepted  assistant  professor 
appointments  in  the  sport  management  program 
at  the  University  of  West  Georgia.  They  both 
held  similar  positions  at  Texas  A&M  University 
in  College  Station  from  2003  to  2006.  In  addi- 
tion, both  were  nominated  and  Laura  received 
the  Teacher  of  the  Year  Award  for  2005-06  for 
the  Kinesiology  Division  of  the  Texas  A&M 
Department  of  Health  and  Kinesiology.  Along 
with  their  three-year-old  daughter,  Lindsay,  they 
are  currently  living  in  Carrollton,  Ga. 

JERE  01  and  JENNIFER 
DANIELS  '01  announce  the 
Oct.  20,  2006,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Rachel  Elizabeth. 
She  joins  big  brother,  Thomas,  4. 
Grandparents  are  LEE  '66  and 
Mike  Daniels  and  Tom  and  Melanie  Odom. 


s 


JUSTIN  LEWIS  '01  and  his  wife, 
TARA    STEVEN    LEWIS     01, 

announce  the  Aug.  8,  2006,  birth 
of  their  son,  Kaleb  Alan.  Proud 
Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are 
Mark  '80  and  Judy  Clark  of  Laurel. 
Justin  is  currently  the  manager  at 
Amencan  General  in  Laurel.  Tara  recently  received 
her  master's  degree  in  education  and  teaches  math- 
ematics at  Oak  Grove  High  School. 

NICHOLAS  '01  and 
MELISSA  COONE 

MCILWAIN  '04  announce 
the  March  27,  2006,  birth  of 
their  son,  William  "Anniston" 
Mcllwain. 

DAWN  WHITE  COMPTON  '02  and  William 
Corey  Compton  were  married  on  Oct.  22,  2005. 
Dawn  was  selected  as  the  2006  Emergency 
Department  Nurse  of  the  Year  at  South  Central 
Regional  Medical  Center  in  Laurel,  where  she 
has  been  employed  since  2003. 

AIMEE  D  MATHIS  '02  was  recently  promoted 
as  divisional  property  and  disaster  services  man- 
ager at  the  Salvation  Army's  National  Capital  and 
Virginia  Division.  Mathis  recently  completed  her 
master's  degree  in  finance,  economics  and  cost 
engineering  from  George  Washington  University. 


Armed  with  an  extensive  background  in  news 
reporting,  Gracie  Bonds  Staples  is  certain  her  writ- 
ing does  not  fit  the  traditional  critical  view  of  life- 
styles reporting  as  "fluff."  As  a  lifestyles  reporter 
and  columnist  for  the  Atlanta  Journal-Constitution, 
Staples  says  her  nearly  30  years  covering  news  as 
a  reporter  in  Mississippi,  California,  Texas  and 
Georgia  benefits  her  lifestyles  writing. 

"Because  of  my  news  background,  1  tend  to  look  at 
a  feature  story  through  a  different  lens,"  she  said.  "I  call  it  seeing  the  story  in  the  story" 

Staples  says  the  shift  to  lifestyles  happened  when  she  filled  in  for  a  local  minister 
who  was  unable  to  write  a  column  for  the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram. 

"I  was  a  young  mother  who  needed  more  time  at  home,"  Staples  said,  "and 
about  that  time  the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram  was  starting  a  religion  section.  They 
had  asked  a  local  minister  to  write  a  column  and  for  some  reason  he  could  not. 
They  then  asked  me.  The  response  to  the  piece  was  so  great  that  they  asked  me  to 
write  more  and  eventually  asked  me  to  join  the  features  staff  as  a  columnist." 

Over  the  years,  she  has  gained  a  number  of  honors  for  her  news  and  lifestyles 
writing  as  well  as  her  coverage  of  the  African-American  community.  Twice  she  has 
been  presented  the  Frederick  Douglass  Pioneer  Award  for  feature  writing  by  the 
Atlanta  Association  of  Black  Journalists  and,  in  1999,  she  was  awarded  the  Vivian 
Castleberry  Award  for  commentary  by  the  Association  of  Women  Journalists. 

Prior  to  her  career  that  has  also  included  positions  with  the  Enterprise -journal 
and  The  Sacramento  Bee,  Staples  learned  her  first  lessons  about  what  would 
become  her  chosen  field.  At  Southern  Miss,  Staples  majored  in  journalism,  wrote 
for  The  Student  Printz  and  was  a  member  of  Southern  Style. 

"I  had  a  great  time  and  received  a  great  education  here,"  she  said.  "I  doubt  I 
would've  had  the  kinds  of  career  opportunities  I've  had  over  the  years  had  it  not 
been  for  the  education  I  received  at  USM." 


ADRIENNE  HOWELL  ROSEBERRY   02  and 

her  husband,  Ronnie,  announce  the  Aug.  7, 
2006,  birth  of  their  son,  Luke  Scott  Roseberry. 
Luke  joins  big  brother  Trace. 

JAMES  JARRETT  SHOWS  '02  and  his  wife, 
Stephanie,  announce  the  June  19,  2006,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Alexandra  Elizabeth  Shows. 

LINDSAY  CURRY  SKIPPER  02  and  Iter  hus- 
band, Ben,  announce  the  May  27,  2006,  birth  of 
their  son,  Curry  James.  The  Skippers  live  in  Petal. 

TIMOTHY  SMITH  '02,  '03  and  Nicole  Dickson 
were  recently  engaged.  The  wedding  plans  are 
set  for  July  21,  2007.  The  couple  is  currently  liv- 
ing and  working  in  college  athletics  in  Texas. 

ANNA  KATHERINE  STEVENS 

'02,  '06  and  Grady  Swann  were 
married  on  June  24,  2006.  The 
bnde  is  employed  by  Marion 
General  Hospital  of  Columbia, 
Miss. ,  and  the  groom  is  employed 
by  Megagate  of  Hattiesburg. 

BREANNE  02  and  SETH  SULLIVAN  '04  have 
bought  a  house  and  begun  a  youth  ministry 
together  in  the  Jackson  area. 

KENNETH  BRIAN  WOODWARD  02  and 
AMANDA  MICHELLE  COLEMAN  02  were 
mamed  June  17,  2006  in  Long  Beach  Brian  is  cur- 
rently the  executive  \ice  president  of  Coast  Flooring 
and  Amanda  is  a  teacher  in  the  Gulfport  School 
District.  The  couple  met  at  Southern  Miss  in  2000. 


LESLIE  GUY  '03  announces  the  June  22. 
2006,  birth  of  son,  William  Price  Guy. 

APRIL  RAYNE  GURNEY  '03  proudly  announc- 
es her  engagement  to  James  Roberts.  The  couple 
will  marry  in  April  2007.  Gurney  recently 
returned  to  Hattiesburg. 

DOROTHY  03  and  DANIEL  MANN  "06  recent- 
ly started  their  own  FoundValue.com  Business. 
FoundValue  is  a  business  that  sells  other  people's 
objects  on  eBay  for  consignment. 

JESSICA  L.  PEARCE  03  married  Damon  Lee 
MeYay  on  June  24.  2006. 

SHAWNA  POWELL  04  earned  a  masters 
degree  in  education  from  William  Carey 
University  in  August  2006.  Powell  is  currently 
in  her  third  year  of  teaching  fourth  grade  at 
Magee  Elementary  School 

CASSIDY  WELCH  '04  and  his  wife,  Marianna, 

announce  the  June  3,  2006,  birth  of  their  son. 
Andres  Welch.  Cassidy  is  currendy  working  at 
Foundation  Coal  Co.  in  Gillette.  Wyo.,  and  as  an 
assistant  defensive  coach  for  Gillette  High  School. 

JUSTIN  PEARCE  '05  recently  made  a  film  titled 
Katrina  Diary.  Pearce  held  a  free  screening  in 
Biloxi  on  August  2  5 .  The  film  is  already  available 
on  D\T)  and  can  be  purchased  at  Amazon.com. 

ALISHA  BERTRAN  '06  has  joined  Guild  Hardy 
Architects  PA  as  one  of  the  firm's  three  full  time 
interior  designers 
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AMY  TRUONG  '06  recently  joined  the  Peace 
Corps.  Troung  will  serve  the  organization  in 
Senegal  as  an  agroforestry  volunteer. 


LUNA  WALKER  CLAY  31  of  Gulfport  died 
March  19,  2006. 

RUTH  KING  BURRIS  36  of  Clarksdale  died 
Sept.  5,  2006. 

HOLLY  G.  MILLER  36  of  Milan,  111.,  died 
Sept.  20,  2006. 

ERMA  MAE  MOORE  36  of  Taylorsville  died 
June  7,  2006. 

HERBERT  H.  DAWS  38  of  Booneville  died 
Oct.  1,2006. 

MARY  RUTH  STRIBLING  38  of  Philadelphia 
died  Aug.  7,  2006. 

GEORGE  WESTERFIELD  39  of  Covington, 
Tenn.,  died  April  30,  2006. 

LOWELL  HEMBA  YOUNG  39  of  Sikeston, 
Mo.,  died  Sept.  11,  2006. 

GWYNNETH  SMITH  STOKES  '40  of  McComb 
died  Aug.  1,  2006. 

M.C.  "TUFFY"  JOHNSON  '41  of  Hattiesburg 
died  May  7,  2006. 

JAMES  K.  LOVETTE  SR.  '41  of  Red  Bay,  Ala., 
died  Aug.  29,  2006. 

NAN  RUHIG  '41  of  Hudson,  Ohio,  died  May 

31,2006. 

JOHN  DRENNAN  '45  of  Dallas,  Texas,  died 
Aug.  1,  2006. 

IDA    LEE    SPARKS    MCCUTCHEN    '46    of 

Rienzi  died  Aug.  10,  2006. 

RUTH  A.  KENNEDY  '46  of  Philadelphia, 
Miss.,  died  July  4,  2006. 

BETTY  L.  HICKMAN  '48  of  Byram  died  Aug. 
15,  2006. 

ROBERT  N.  WALTERS  '49,  '55  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Aug.  29,  2006. 

VERNETTA  SHOWS  BISHOP  '50  of  Bagdad, 
Fla.,  died  Aug.  22,2006. 

HERBERT  SHEPHERD  '50  of  Havana,  Fla  , 
died  Sept.  21,  2006. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  for  JACK 
CONRAD  LOWE'  51  of  Ellisville  on  Oct.  7, 
2006.  Is1  Sgt.  Lowe  was  an  Army  Field  Observer 
in  Korea  when  he  was  classified  as  killed  in 
action  /  missing  in  action  on  Oct.  27,  1952. 

RAY  W  CARPENTER  '52  of  Clinton  died  July 
24,  2006. 

KENNETH  LOYD  GORDON  '53  of  Forest 
died  Oct.  19,  2006. 

MILTON  R.  HADEN  '54  of  Pearl  died  Aug. 
7,  2006. 


JOHN   GILBERT  JAMES   '54   of  Hazlehurst 
died  Sept.  26,  2006. 

CAROLYN  K.  MCKEE  '54  of  Pearl  died  Oct. 
7,  2006. 

LEWIS  V.  MURRAY  JR.  '54  of  Bogalusa,  La., 
died  Oct.  10,  2006. 

ROSE  EVELYN  PARSONS  OGLETREE  '54  of 

Raymond  died  Aug.  11,  2006. 

MICHAEL  C.  WILKINSON  SR.  '54  of  Brandon 
died  Aug.  18,  2006. 

WILEY  BISHOP  '55  of  Magee  died  July  18, 
2006. 

JOSEPH  A.  JIMINEZ  '55  of  Biloxi  died  July 
9,  2006. 

PAMELA  ARLENE  NICHOLSON  BROWN  '56 

of  Jackson,  Ala.,  died  July  8,  2006. 

HOMER  G.  O'NEIL  '57,  73  of  Ocean  Springs 
died  July  19,2006. 

DENMAN  C.  BRUMFIELD  '58  of  Franklmton, 
La.,  died  Sept.  2,  2006. 

BESSIE  L.  LOCKE  '59  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died 
July  29,  2006. 

ALMA  VAN  HOOK  COX  '61  of  Ridgeland  died 
Sept.  26,  2006. 

JEANETTE  STIETENROTH  PURSER  '61  of 

Picayune  died  Aug.  5,  2006. 

K.L.  "BUSTER"  SIMMONS  '61  of    Magnolia 
diedJuh/21,2006. 

FRANK  DARCANGELO  '62  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  died  Aug.  29,  2006. 

COL.  JOHN  HAZARD  JR.  '62  has  died. 

LEE  BANGS  WHEELER  SR.  '62  of  Kentwood, 
La.,  died  Aug.  17,  2006. 

JENNIE  BRELAND  '63  of  Hattiesburg  died 
Jan.  1,  2006. 

FRANK  W  KUNZ  '63  of  Taylor,  Mich.,  died 
Sept.  8,  2006. 

MELTON  LEROY  BERTRAND  '64  of  Bastrop, 
Texas,  died  Oct.  9,  2006. 

LOIS  E.  QUELLETTE  '64  of  Coos  Bay,  Ore., 
died  Aug.  1,  2006. 

CHARLES  B.  AARONS  '65  of  Hallandale,  Fla., 
died  Sept.  7,  2006. 

ALFRED    A.    TRAUTWEILER    JR    '65    of 

Catoosa,  Okla.,  died  July  25,  2006. 

KATIE  DUNCAN  TUCKER-MILLER  '65  of 

Eugene,  Ore.,  died  Aug.  23,  2005. 

RANDOLPH  FRANCIS  CERNICK  '66  of  Ft 

Lauderdale,  Fla.,  died  Jan.  30,  2006. 

HENRY  J.  D'AQUILLA  SR.  '66  of  Long  Beach 
died  Aug.  16,  2006. 

LOIS  BYNUM  LIVINGSTON  '66  of  Prentiss 
died  Sept.  18,  2006. 


NOTES 


JAMES  "JIM"  WILK1NS  LOUP  '68  of  Little 
River,  S.C,  died  Oct.  20,  2006. 

PEARLIE  ALBERT  BRITT  '69  of  Brookhaven 
died  Sept.  17,  2006. 

KATHERINE     "KATIE"     MOORE     '69     of 

Seminary  died  March  19,  2006. 

DR.  HALIL  OZERDEN  '69,  71  of  Gulfport 
died  Aug.  18,  2006. 

JAMES  P.  DONALD  70  of  Madison  died  July 
29,  2006. 

JOHN  T  WARREN  SR.  70  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
died  July  20,  2006. 

EILEEN   BOUNDS   BURGE   71   of  Gulfport 
died  Sept.  8,  2006. 

JANICE    CAROL    GANDY    NESOM    71    of 

Jackson  died  Sept.  23,  2006. 

RICKY  CATO  ROUND  71  of  Laurel  died  May 
15,  2006. 

CHARLES  JACKSON  HARTMAN  JR.  72  of 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  died  Sept.  19,  2006. 

TARAS  K.   CERKEVITCH  72  of  Arlington, 
Va.,  died  June  29,  2006. 

MIKE  MASSENGALE  72,   73  of  Highland 
Village,  Texas,  died  June  13,  2006. 

GEORGE  MCGREVEY  72  of  Ocean  Springs 
died  Oct.  6,  2006. 

SOPHIA  MARIE  CLARKE  73  of  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  died  July  28,  2006. 

CAROL  JOHNSON  73  of  Bellmgham,  Wash., 
died  June  21,  2006. 

ELIZABETH  C.  VOSS  73  of  Natchez  died 
June  14,  2006. 

BOBBY  L.  SHOEMAKER  74  of  Bay  Springs 
died  Oct.  6,  2006. 

SUSAN  FEWEL  RAINEY  75  of  West  Point 
died  Aug.  5,  2006. 

JOSEPH  RICHARD  BLAIS  78,  '81  of  Biloxi 
died  Sept.  11,  2006. 

BEN  EARL  GARRY  SR.  78  of  Moss  Point  died 
June  24,  2006. 

CLAIRE  BRYANT  SAVELL  '80  of  Gulfport 
died  July  25,  2006. 

JEFFREY  E  NECAISE  '82  of  Biloxi  died  July 
11,2006. 

NAMON  HARRIS  JR.  '83  of  Clinton  died  Oct. 
2,  2006. 

BRUCE  EDWARD  MCCART  '83  of  Hudson, 
Fla.,  died  Sept.  5,  2006. 

GEORGE  W  MCKAY  SR.  '84  of  Duboise,  Pa., 
died  July  28,  2006. 

RAY  APPLEWHITE  '88  of  Bassfield  died  July 
6,  2006. 


Today,  Donna  Styles  serves  as  chief  of  staff,  Navy 
Medicine  National  Capital  Area,  at  Bethesda  Medical 
Center,  but  she  can  recall  two  decades  earlier  when 
she  entered  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  as 
a  young  widow  and  single  parent.  She  can  also  recall 
the  efforts  of  friends  and  family  who  helped  her  juggle 
family  obligations  with  her  pursuit  of  a  degree. 

"I've  been  fortunate  that  I  have  always  had  some- 
one who  cared  for  me,"  Styles  said,  adding  that  flex- 
ible scheduling  allowed  her  to  pursue  her  dreams  at 
Southern  Miss. 

"I  didn't  have  to  go  to  school  five  days  a  week,"  she  said.  "Southern  Miss 
allowed  me  to  reach  my  goals  -  I  could  get  an  education,  still  be  a  parent  to  my 
child,  and  provide  for  a  better  future  for  all  of  us." 

After  graduation  from  Southern  Miss,  Styles  joined  the  Navy.  She  later  received 
a  master  of  science  in  nursing  from  the  University  of  Hawaii  at  Manoa  in  1993. 
Her  duty  stations  have  included  East  and  West  Coast  locations  in  the  United 
States  as  well  as  Hawaii  and  Sasebo,  Japan.  Today,  she  is  part  of  the  4,500-mem- 
ber  staff  at  the  National  Naval  Medical  Center,  one  of  the  nation's  largest  and  most 
renowned  military  centers,  best  known  for  providing  care  to  war  heroes. 

Styles  returned  to  Southern  Miss  in  October  for  a  presentation  on  bioterror- 
ism  and  other  health  issues  as  part  of  the  University's  2006-07  College  of  Health 
Scholars  series.  Her  discussion  included  a  history  of  bioterrorism,  common 
agents  and  implications  for  the  nursing  practice. 

"Nurses  are  typically  the  first  to  interview  patients;  they  need  to  be  aware  of  the 
signs  and  symptoms  in  the  event  of  a  bioterrorist  attack,"  she  said.  "There  is  a 
lot  of  information  out  there.  How  well  our  facilities  are  using  it  to  prepare  varies. 
Even  in  parts  of  Mississippi  where  the  threat  of  a  terrorist  attack  is  lower  than  in 
an  area  like  Washington  D.C.,  we  have  to  remain  aware." 


LYNNE  B.  GODSEY  '88  of  Ft.  Bragg,  Calif., 
died  Sept.  29,  2006. 

GORDON  R.  EMRICK  JR.  '90  of  Petal  died 
July  22,  2006. 

MICHAEL  S.  QUARNSTROM  '93  of  Provo, 
Utah,  died  July  17,  2006. 

HEATHER  H.  JOHNSON  '97  of  Union  died 
July  15,  2006. 

BETTY  ATTAWAY-FINK  '98,  '01  of  Biloxi  died 
July  21,  2006. 

TIMOTHY  D.  MOSS  '98  of  Byram  died  Aug. 
21,2006. 

SONYA  L.  MARTIN  '03  of  Collins  died  July 
25,  2006. 

ELIZABETH  L.  RAMSEY  '04  of  Captain  Cook, 
Hawaii,  died  Sept.  9,  2006. 

WILLIAM   TRAVIS   "PETE"   AVARA  JR.   of 

Pascagoula  died  Sept.  25,  2006. 

ELEANOR  LAMBERT  BEANE  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Aug.  1,  2006. 

BETTY   BLACKLEDGE   of  Hattiesburg  died 
July  10,  2006. 

BRANDON  C.  BREAL  of  Biloxi  died  Oct    1. 
2006. 

JESSIE  M.  BRISTER  of  McComb  died   lulv 
13,  2006. 


STANLEY  E.  COOPER  JR.  of  Vidalia,  La.,  died 
Oct.  3,  2006. 

RONNIE  GRUBBS  of  Florence  died  July  13. 
2006. 

HYACINTH  M.  HAYMAN  of  Clinton  died  July 
16,  2006. 

AUDINE  RYALS  HILL  of  Gulfport  died  Sept. 
19,  2006. 

ALAN  JACKSON  of  Hattiesburg  died  Aug.  17, 
2006. 

HAROLD  L.  LEONE  SR.  of  Baton  Rouge.  La., 
died  July  10,2006. 

ANTINETTE  MOORE  OWINGS  of  Columbia. 
S.C,  died  June  30,  2006. 

ROGER   S.    PARKER  of  Marblehead.   Mass., 
died  July  2,  2006. 

KEITH  QUINN  of  Jackson  died  July  4.  2006. 

FAYE  L.  RIMER  of  Petal  died  Oct.  IS.  200? 

MARY  A.  WEEKS  JR.  of  Wesson  diedjulv  10. 
2000 

DR.  DONALD  LEE  WILLIAMS  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Oct.  14.  2006. 

FRANCES  VAN  EVERS  of  Tampa,  Fla..  died 
lulv  4.  2006. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


fcamp.ujBoqk'M  art 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 

information,  call  888.712.5083. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 

more  information,  call  800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF 


Insurant? 


DiplomaDisplay* 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical 
Insurance.  Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance. 
com/AIA/SouthemMiss  or  call  800.922.1245. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  800.422.4100. 


JMBNk 


MBNA" 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard"  credit  card  now  conveniently  avail- 
able to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call  866. 
GETMBNA  for  details  about  the  costs  and  terms 
of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


M-egaGate" 

broadband 

MegaGate  Broadband 

Megagate  Broadband  is  the  preferred  Internet 
provider  for  Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  use 
SouthemMiss.net  as  your  gateway  to  the  web, 
call  601.450.5000. 


(p/f/mrrt//  &>  H/>t</iq  and  <yt?u/i/ju/ 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more  information, 

call  1.866.418.0320. 


ESF 


education  services 
Foundation 


Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  loan  Consolidation.  For  more  infor- 
mation, go  to  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  or 
call  866.542.8033. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  to  order,  call  866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 


trf 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organising  Inteniational  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  informa- 
tion on  upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013. 


mi 


Tho  Talon 

6    5 

i2i-i4i°i  i 

9-26-06 

Quarterly                                                                   Four 

»5 

_.__..-_...•,,...... 

•«*><n.  MS  SMOM011 

Jim  Coll 

601  266  6722 

MMMMIM.lt.nill 

..«,.,,  »„.«».„„ 

•itxi-g,  MS  WM-Mtl 

.,. 

'   ~/.-7:^:-:.z-:.-"^r^'; 

SouITwm  MH>  Alumni  AtucJtllen 

'•»•' '"'    H""« «    MS3MM-MU 

"  ^^^STSSS^SST.S^T0" 

7zz£Z£Z£zr,**zrm" ■—■—■— 

*, ™_™ 

°Z7Z                                  "m*    " 

Distributed  to  paid  members  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

XXT-'SXSS" 

SSS2XK.-. 

._™„o».  «.„,., 

12.250 

12.200 

,., 

^SSS^^sHSS" 

11.142 

1U» 

'ss- 

. 

tsIBSsESJsSz, 

0 

0 

— 

», 

S<1«  md  DM  Pud  OltCuMn  OUHi  USPS* 

0 

0 

»  ruSSTrSsn.a?""""*' 

0 

0 

.«.  —  c™»,,s_».SM,»r»«,« 

11,142 

10.913 

1'ilasEs.Bsssr 

0 

0 

r~ 

m 

SKTSI-"— — — 

0 

0 

a- 

» 

s^.xsssri.fsis.m 

250 

250 

■ 

SKESSS— — ■ — 

400 

400 

.   .«_.«™^.o-™.,s„«.s,„,»»~™ 

6S0 

650 

>    ™.o.wu*-,(sm*'v«.w                                     1. 

11.792 

11,563 

.    C...O.™,!..,™,. .»»»,..„,.»,       ► 

456 

637 

► 

12.250 

12.200 

1  scsr, „_*■,                   ► 

947. 

95% 

5!  "~. 

Fall  2006         w<hMnw 

"-— "~             G~—~~~ 

Q — tO-^-,     ijLcnC 

MM 

i^~~i~p^-~^™™^^=^^ 

^>/\>'i\>'v 

urrent     lumni     etail    iscounts 


) 


r-ZlN-, 


SOUTHERN 

■ALUMNI- 


www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  CARD.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.   By  presenting 

either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.   The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites* 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Oassic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  on  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

j&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Nick  Crechales 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  on  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  IB-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica  /  Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises  LLC  5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  /  10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

1 5%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1  off  game  day  party  subs 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 
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Becky-Sue  Fitch  '84 


■1       *  g  a  i!i      •    i  S     ! '  f^ 

i 

he  story  of  Becky-Sue  Fitch's  commitment  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  begins  with  a  letter.  "Please  accept  this  gift  along  with  the  love 
that  accompanies  it,"  she  wrote.  What  the  letter  fails  to  mention  is  Becky-Sue 
is  gravely  ill  with  cancer,  and  her  pledge  of  $50  a  month  for  the  rest  of  her  life 
is  no  ordinary  gift.  "Cancer  made  tilings  veiy  clear  for  me,"  she  said.  "What  is 
important  to  me?  USM  is  important  to  me." 

Becky-Sue's  story  is  an  inspiration  to  many  Southern  Miss  alumni,  each  with 
his  or  her  own  stoiy.  Please  consider  leaving  a  lasting  reminder  of  your  legacy 
on  a  $250  or  $500  brick  paver,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  Phalen  Courtyard  at 
the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree  House.  Use  the  opportunity  to  document 
your  time  at  Southern  Miss,  honor  a  family  member  or  new  graduate,  or  place 
your  own  name  in  a  place  of  honor. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601 .266.5013  or  visit 


the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  section  at  SoumemMissAlumni.com. 
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Time  to  turn  on  the 


B 


at  The  Rock 


it  s  in  tne  air.  1  ne  electt 


that  crackles  across  South  Mississippi 
in  anticipation  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Golden  Eagles  emerging  from 


The  Rock  to  defend  their  house.  And 


behind  the  black  and  gold  is  a 
throng  of  ardent  fans  doing  everything 
within  their  power  to  support  their 


team  and  to  make  sure  that  when  the 


opposition  leaves  Hattiesburg,  they 
exit  physically  and  mentally  drained. 


For  over  100  years,  Hancock  Bank 


has  been  there  to  offer  both  parents 
and  students  a  financial  home-field 
advantage.  We  salute  Southern  Miss 
and  its  proud  heritage  of  athletic  spirit 
and  competitiveness. 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


Hancock 
Bank 

'  Equal  Housing  Lender.  All  loans  subject  to  credit  approval. 
Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 
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